** “ ö pA fn 8 * 
= A a -- "axis td 8 5 
\_- 1226 a 4: ad g T 
Ne — 7 bt 
75 . 
. * 
? 
4 1 ; 
* 
þ 2 £ 
. : » 


> 2 9 * 8 — 25 5 ROI 4 * 4 U 8 ä * : n p 2 "Og C LY 
* 2 * a 3 7 * 8 2 \ 
; & 
- I; £ 
5 ; 5% 7 . 5 
q ; 1 — . 1 . Be * x 3 8 


O F . 


General COouRT MARTIAL, 
Held at RocursTER, May, 1764. 
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Captain WILLIAM DOUGLAS, 


AND THE 


Captains CocxBuRN, PERRINSs, and HAYEs, 
Of His Oy Marine Forces. 
TOGETHER WITH 


o The Meaſures taken againſt Captain Doi immediately | 
after he was ACQUITTED with HonouR; 5 
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The LETTERS, his MEMORIAL, 
And other Papers annexed. 
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APTAIN Douglas arrived in England in 
May, 1763, having been conſtantly em- 
ployed on Service abroad, in the Marine Forces, 

during the whole War, by which his Health 
was greatly impaired. In Fuly he applied to 
the Admiralty for Leave of Abſence, to re- 
eſtabliſh his Health, and on account of his pri- 
vate Affairs. Their Lordſhips, from Time to 
Time, gave him four Months Leave; but be- 
fore the Expiration of that Time, he found 
himſelf ſo much worſe, that he was confined 
to the Houſe, and moſtly to his Bed : It be- 
ing Time of Peace, it was natural for an Of- 
ficer to ſuppoſe, that he would have met with 
that Indulgence, in Leave of Abſence, that 
his Health required; and, as Neceſſity obliged 
him, he applied for a farther Continuance of 
his Leave; but before he heard of the Effect 
of that Application, he received an Order, 
dated the 15th of November, 1763, in the 
Name of the Commanding Officer (before his 
8 — Leave 


| 1 
Leave of Abſence from their Lordfhips ex- 

pired) to repair immediately to Head-Quar- 
ters, alleaging, he was the firſt Captain for 

Sea Duty. This Order gave riſe to a Corre- 
ſpondence between Col. Mackenzie and Cap- 
tain Douglas; in which, on the one Part, 
there were repeated Orders for Captain Douglas . 
to repair to Quarters, 7hough prevented by Sick- 
eſs; and, on the other Hand, Captain Doug- 
las's Anſwers to the ſaid moſt extraordinary 
Orders; whereby the Affair was drawing to a 
proper Explanation, when, Captain Douglas 


finding his Leave of Abſence retracted, and 


that he was peremptorily ordered to Quarters 
by the Secretary of the Admiralty's Letter of 
the 3oth of November, 1763, (though his Let- 
ters of the 12th and 17th of the ſame Month 
were in the Secretary's Poſſeſſion) he, in his 
_ own Defence, tranſmitted a Certificate, from 
his Phyſician, and Surgeon-Apothecary, to 
the Commanding Officer at Quarters ; but 
no Leave of Abſence being granted, he was 
reduced to the Neceſſity of remaining abſent, 
under the Protection of his ſaid Certificate. 
March 8, 1764, Captain Douglas received 
an Order from the Commanding Officer (in 
Conſequence of the Secretary of the Admiral- 
ty's Letter of the 3d) to go Paſſenger to the 
Meſi-Indies, to be put on board a Ship ſtationed 
at Jamaica; which he could not but think a 
particular Hardſhip, as the ordinary Courſe of 
Duty would have led him to expe& Orders to 
embark with a Detachment from Chatham: 
Captain Doug/as's Letter, of the ꝗth of March, 
is the Anſwer to that Order; and, without ha- 
| ving 


ri iii 1 
ving any Notice taken of his faid Letter, he: 
found himſelf attacked, by the unprecedented 
Remonſtrance of the Captains Cockburn, Per- 
Eins, and Hayes, with whom he had no Ac- 
quaintance, and ſome of whom he had never 
ſeen. It afterwards appeared, that on the 11th 
of the ſame Month, the ſaid Remonſtrance - 
was tranſmitted to their Lordſhips, with Cap- 
| tain Douglass Letter of the gth, by Lieut. 
Col. Mackenzie, then Commanding Officer, 
who had alfo tranſmitted Captain Douglas's 
Letter of the 17th of November, 1763, and his 
Certificate, to the Admiralty : And it farther 
appeared on the Trial, that from the Time of 
the Certificate, until the 1ſt of April follow- 
ing, Captain Douglas was returned, Abſent 
from Quarters without Leave, without giving 
in the Returns, the Reaſon of his Abſence. - 

The aforeſaid Remonſtrance reduced Cap- 
_ tain Douglas to a Neceſſity of demanding a 
General Court Martial, of which the follow- 
Ing Sheets are the Proceedings; together with 
the Meaſures taken againſt Captain Douglas, 
immediately after he was AcqQuiTTED with 
-HoxNouR ;. alſo the Letters, his Memorial, 
and other authentick Papers. 
As theſe Proceedings of the General Court 
Martial are exactly the Copy that has been 
delivered on Captain Douglass Application 
(according to Act of Parliament,) it may be 


proper to obſerve, that, on a Trial before a 


Court Martial, many Things occur, vivã voce, 
and otherwiſe appear, which are not minuted, 
nor can well be attended to for that Purpoſe, 
_ all tend to direct the Juſtice- of the 
Court : 


[Liv] 


Court: It therefore becomes the more neceſ- 
ſary to give ſome Notes with theſe Proceedings 
and Papers, that they may be more clearly un- 
derſtood: And while the authentick Papers 
are given as the moſt candid Method of Pub- 
lication, it is left to the Diſintereſted to draw 
their own Concluſions upon the Whole, after 
a due Conſideration of the Facts proved before 
the Court. | 0 


The Intent of this Publication, is effetually 


to prevent Miſrepreſentations, which every 
Perſon, in ſuch Circumſtances, has an un- 
doubted Rzghf to do, in his own Vindication. 


It may not be improper to remind the Read- 


er, that Courts Martial were inſtituted by 
the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature, not only te ex- 
amine into the Conduct of Military Officers, 


and empowered to puniſh thoſe who ſhould 
. N to them to be guilty of a Breach of 
eir Duty; but were alſo meant to protett 


ſuch Officers who ſhould appear to have done 


their Duty, as required by the Rules and Diſ- 


.cipline of War; and, by their Sentence, 70 


remove any Impreſſion made to their Prejudice, 


by Miſrepreſentations: And, laſtly, Courts Mar- 
tial were intended, intirely to check Tyranny 
and Oppreſſion. : 


It is neceſſary to obſerve farther, that theſe 
Proceedings would have been printed before ; 


but many Reaſons occurred, after the Trial, 


(ſome of which appear) for er having been 
delayed: Beſides his having been deprived, in 


an unprecedented Manner, of HaLe of his 
Pax, on account of i Nineſs, immediately 
after he was ACQUITTED with HonouR, Cap- 


Dre 


31 2 


Ts 

tain Douglas has been involved in a conſider- 
able Expence by the Court Martial, &c. and 
many other Inconveniencies, needleſs to men- 
tion; and for which no Redreſs has yet been 
obtained. | „ 3 

It will now appear (notwithſtanding Re- 
ports to the contrary) that the Meaſures taken 


by Captain Douglas, after the Court Martial, 


were as neceſſary for his own Defence, as they 
were to obtain ſuch Redreſs as he had t 
Reaſon to expect. 1 


Auguſt, 1766. 


BOOKS printed for ]. Nn near White-hall. 


18 T of his Majeſty's Land Forces and Marines at 


IM 
Home and Abroad, &c. by Permiſſion, for 1767, 58 


2 Ihe New Manual Exerciſe, with Explanations, by his 

Majeſty's Order, is 

3 Manceuvres for a Battalion of Infantry upon fixed Prin- 
ciples, with 17 Plates, 3s 6d _ _ 

4 Recruiting Book, proper for all Officers on that Ser- 
vice, 2s Gd | 

5 Regimental Book, with proper Heads, beautifully en- 

_ __ graved, 41 45 EL 5 


6 General Returns for Reviewing Horſe, Dragoons, and 


Foot, as now given in to his Majeſt | 

7 Ditto, Monthly and Weekly Recruiting, &c. &c, | 
8 The Major's or- Adjutant's Book, containing the dif- 

ferent Forms of Returns for each Corps, by the Ad- 

jutant General | : 

9 An Eſſay on the Command of (mall Detachments, with 

8 Plates, coloured, 2s 6d ia, 5 


* 


10 A 


BOOKS printed for J. MILL ax, near White-hall. 


7 | 10 A Syſtem of Camp Diſcipline, Adjutant's and Garri- 
ne ſon Duty, Regulations for Land Forces, Kane's 
Campaigns, and Military Hiſtory from 1660, with 
many Copper Plates now Reprinting, 7s 6d, with 
great Additions | | 
11 Muller's Syſtem of Fortification, Engineering, Mine- 
ing, Artillery Mathematicks, &c. &c. Containing 
upwards of 200 Cuts, 7 vol. 21 6s, or any Volume 
N ſeparate | + : 
132 New Pruffian Field Regulations for Foot, 4to. 7s 6d 
13 A Lift of the Forces of above 40 Sovereigns, xc. 
Ranks, Uniforms, Number of Officers, Private Men, 
= &c. neatly Coloured, 10s 6d „ 
14 8 Miller's Art of Self Defence, 10s 6d, on Copper 
| ates > : 
15 A Succeſſion of Colonels to his Majeſty's Land Forces, 
from their Riſe to 1767, with the Precedency of each 
Regiment, Dates to Promotions,” Removes, Deaths, 
c&c. The ſame of the Regiments Broke, to the Pre- 
| ſent Time, &c. in the Preſs, 15s | 
| 16 The Value of Commiſſions on Full and Half Pay, 
| 3 with the Difference ſettled by the King's Command 
17 New Art of War | - 
18 Artificial Fire Works, improved with 60 Figures, by 
Rob. Jones, of the Artillery, the 2d Edit. with Ad- 
| _ ditions of 3 Plates, &c. „ 
19 Military Dictionary, explaining all difficult Terms in 
Military Diſcipline, Fortification, &c. by J. Watſon 
20 Millan's Univerſal Regiſter of Lords and Commons, 
Court and City Offices, Army and Navy, and a Suc- 
| ceſſion of Colonels not in any other, for 1767. 
21 Drummers Inſtructor, with the Engliſh nd Ncotch 
T Duty, Beatings, cyan, 2 Calls, &c. neatly En- 
raved on 12 Plates, by R. Spencer, Droc-Miajor 
. in the Foot Guards — „ 
22 Half Pay Certificates, Atteſtations, Furloughs, Diſ- 
charges, Inlifting Bills, &. „ 
23 Major 1 Journal of the late War in America, 58 
32 24 His Conciſe Account of Americas alſo the Interior 
Parts, their many Nations and Tribes of Indians on 
the Great Lakes ,and Rivers, their Cuſtoms, Go- 
J vernment, Number, &c. with many uſeful and en- 
[| | tertaining Facts never before thought of, 5s 
| 25 Ponteach, or the Sayages of America, a Tragedy, 2s 64 
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II is neceſſary to give the Copy of 
the following Papers, prefixed to the 


Proceedings of the General Court- Mar- 


EN AS S 
A Remonſtrance from the Captai 15 of Marines now at 
Quarters to the I ords of the Admiralty. 


IV Hereas a Letter dated the gth Inftant, from Captn, 
I m, Douglaſs, not attending his Duty on account 
of his Indiſpoſition, with the eatrafts of his Letters, at our 


Requeſt given us, are of Opinion that it is a downright 


Equivication of his Duty, he being favoured with four 
Months Leave of Abſence, thought proper in taking the 
Liberty of three Months more, contrary to their Lordſhips - 
Order, as we look upon it, that every Captain here is to 


do the Duty according to his Turn, we cannot, in Juftice 


to ourſelves, and every Officer in the Corp, neglect remon- 
ſtrating this our Requeſt to their Lordſhips, that Capi“. 


n. Douglaſs, may be ordered on his proper Turn of 


Duty, according to their Lordſhips Order, dated the 34 In- 


ſlant *; the under-mentioned Officers has been in the Service 
from 17 to 20 Years, and never neglected their Duty when 


ordered; why. Capt®. Douglaſs ſhould endeavour to impoſe 


upon them they cannot account ſor, therefore leaves to their 
Lordſhips determination. | 5 


Signed 


GEORGE Cock BURN, 
Jon. Haves. 
* Yide Letter No. 21 annexed, 


B | ec Captain 


| = 2 
&« Captain Perkhins is { 101 Captain ſigned the Re- 
% monſtrance to the Lords of the Admiralty. Being not at 
<« his Lodgings at this Juncture, to ſign the incloſed, gives 
vou this early Notice. 5 
This Notice was dated the 12th of March, and received by 
Captain Dzuglas on the 13th at Night. The ſaid Remon- 
ſtrance having been ſent by Poſt on the 11th to the Admiraity; 
therefore the Remonſtrance being then before their Lordſhips, 


occaſioned Captain Devgias's Letter of the 14th, as follows, viz. 


London, March 14, 1764. 


. 
BE pleaſed to lay before my Lords Commiſfioners, the in- 
cloſed Copy of a Remonſtrance (a Duplicate of which 
] have ſent me from Quarters) made to their Lordſhips 
againſt me by Captain George Cockburn, Captain Jahn Hayes, 
and as they aſſert by Captain Perkins, of that Diviſion of 
Marines; as it contains an Accuſation, falſe, malicious, and 
highly injurious of a Reputation I have been at ſome Pains 
to eſtabliſh during a Service of twenty Years; and as the 
ſaid Captains have raſhly made a public Matter of it, with-. 
out giving themſelves Time privately to inquire into the Me- 
rits of the Cauſe, I am under the Neceſſity in mere Self- 
Defence, hereby to deſire, that their Lordſhips may order a 
General Court- Martial to try me, that I may clear my Cha- 
racter of their falſe Imputation; and the above-named Captain 
George Cockburn, Captain Fohn Hayes, and Captain Perkms, . 
if he has ſigned the unprecedented Remonſtrance in Queſtion, 
may by the ſame General Court-Martial be tried, for having 
falſely and maliciouſly accuſed me, and thereby behaving + 
themſelves, in a manner unbecoming the Cha: acter of Of- 
- ficers and Gentlemen. = 
I Jam, Sir, 


_ moſt obedient humble Servant, 
On his Majeſty's Service. Wir. DoucLas. 
To Philip Stuthens, Eſq; e 
On the 16th Captain Douglas received a Meſlage, that 
© their Lordſhips defired to know when he would be able to 


«© go to Quarters, and they would order the Court- Martial 
s accordingly.“ | . | 


+ Behavede * 


— — RN nONG 
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Captain 
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Captain Douglas returned for Anſwer, „ that he would 
& acquaint their Lordſhips by their Secretary to-morruw, 
& after he had conſulted his Phyſician.” - - 


- 


„, 
N Antwer to my Lords Commiſſioners obliging Meſſage 
of yeſterday (by Mr. Rogers) I hereby acquaint you, L 
likely will be able to get myſelf conveyed to Quarters within 
a Fortnight, and any Time their Lordſhips pleaſes aitcr 
that will be convenient for me to have the Court- Martial, 
which I ſhall at any ri attend to their Appointment, in 
order to clear myſelf from an unjuſt Imputation, laid in ſo 
extraordinary a Manner againſt me, by Perſons I am not 
acquainted with, 1 am Sir, 


Your moſt chedient bumble Servant, 
Lindm, March 17, 1764. . 
. „ WILL. DouGLas. 
To Philip Stephens, Eſq; | 
Tl Rachefler, April 8, 1764. 
IR, . 5 - 1 
B pleaſed to acquaint my Lords Commiſhoners, that I 
arrived on Sunday laſt at Quarters, tho' much indiſpoſed, 
to attend the General Court: Martial, defired by my Letter 
of the 14th of laſt Month, and to be ordered (as ſigniſied to 
me by Meſſage from their Lordſhips on the 16th after) on 
my Arrival at Quarters. 5 ee 
That, as I find no Orders has yet been received by the 
Commanding Officer, | am therefore under the Neceſhty to 
deſire, that their Lordſhips may give the Order for holding 
the ſaid General Court-Martial, that Juſtice may be done; | 
agreeable to the Rules and Diſcipline of War. 

] alſo defire you to acquaint my Lords Commiſſioners, that 
the Commanding Officer having put Captain George Corkburn 
| in Orders to march with a Detachment on Board his Majeity's 
Ship the Guern/ey, and that Ship under Orders for Sea, I move 

their Lordſhips to give the neceſſary Orders, that Captain 

Cockburn be detained from leaving Quarters, until the deter- 

mination of the General Court- Martial. ; 
I am. Sir, Ce. 


On his Majeſty's Service, W. DovcLas.:. 


8 Philip Stephens, Eſq; 5 | 
B 2 Aaniraly- 


the orderly 


'To Colonel Berdy/be, Commanding Officer 


„ LO 

: Aamiralty- Office, April 14, 1764. 
IR, 55 : . b 

N Return to your Letter of the 8th Inftant repeating your 
Requeſt that a Court- Martial may be aſiembled for the 
Trial of yourſelf, and the Captains Cockburn, Perkins, and 
Hayes, and that Captain Cockburn may not be embarked till 
ſuch Court- Martial be over; | am commanded by their Lord- 
ſhips to acquaint you, that Orders will be given the Begin- 
ning of next Week for aſſembling a General Court-Martial 


. for the Purpoſes you defire, and that in the mean time the 


Commanding Officer is directed not to embark Captain 


_ Cockburn. © > I a our,. 


Your maſt humble Servant, 


. x. Pn. STEPHENS, 
To Captain William Douglas, | 
Chatham. 8 


„„ 15 5 
As I can't come to the orderly Room, I deſire youll order 
the Adjutant to bring me the Roſter tor Sea Duty, and 
Book of this Diviſion, from the 1ft of May laſt, 
as it appears to me highly. neceſſary that I ſhould be inform- 
ed of all Things relating to the Service ſince that Period, 
to this Time. I am Sir, &c. | 
| Rocheſter, April 16, 1764. 


To Colonel Mackenzze, commanding 
the Marine Forces at Chatham, 


W. DovcLas.. 


SIR, 


I Deſire you'll direct, that my Letter of the 12th November 


1763, to Commanding Officer, applying for a Prolonga- 


tion of Leave from the Admiralty, and alſo my Letter of No- 


vember 17th ſaid Month, to the Adjutant, in Anſwer to his 


Letter by Commanding Officer's Orders of the 15th, both 


directed on his Majeſty's Service, together with the Certifi- 
cate from the Phyſician and Surgeon, dated December 1, may 
be ready to be produced at the General Court- Martial when I 


call for them. Um ifs Oc. 
— April 1764. 
W. DdavcLas. 


of the Marine Forces, Chatham. 


E 
A — K 
BE pleaſed to acquaint my Lords Commiſſioners, that I 
deſire they may give Directions, that the Copy of the 
Duplicate of the Remonſtrance made by the three 83 
againſt me, which was ſent incloſed with my Letter of March 
14 to their Lordſhips, may be tranſmitted to the Judge Ad- 
vocate of the General Court- Martial. ET 
I alſo defire that my Letter of November the 12th to Co- 
lonel Bendy/he, deſiring a Prolongation of Leave; and my 
Leiter of November 17, directed on his Majeſty's Service to 
the Adjutant of this Diviſion, in Anſwer to his of the 15th, 
by Orders of Commanding Officer, and tranſmitted to their: 
Lordſhips, may be ſent to the Judge Advocate at the ſame 
Time“. I am, &c. | ö 
April 1764. 

On his Majeſty's Service. 
To Philip Stephens, Eſq; 
May 2d, Captain Douglas applied to the Commanding Of- 

ficer to have the Book of Public Letters relating to the Ser- 


vice brought to his Lodgings, as he could not go to the or- 
derly Rcom—and they were brought accordingly. 


: Rachefter, May 2, 1764. 


i 


W. DovucLas. . 


XX Hereas I obſerve in the Orders of yeſterda that ſe- 
: veral Officers of the Corps are not named in their 
proper Tour, to fit as Members of the General Court- Mar- 
tial; I hereby move that the Members of the faid General 
Cuurt-Martial may be taken from Quarters, and the three 
Guardſhips by Sæniority of Commiſſion, agreeable to the 
Rules of Military D:tcipline, unleſs legal Objections be 
made to particular Officers, with which I defire to be ac- 
quainted. | | I am Sir, &c. 


4 W. DovGLaAs, 
To Colonel Bendy/fe, | 


"commanding Marine 


Forces at Chatham. 


Nate. Their Lordſhips had directed the Officers to be diſ- 
charged out of the Guardſhips, to fit at the Court-Martial. 


» # The above Papers were ſent to the Commanding Officer accordingly. 


„„ 
EP Chatham, Orderly-Room, May 3, 1764. 
' Dil, | 1 - | : 85 
1 N anſwer to your Letter of laſt Night, wherein you ob- 
ſerve, that the Members for the Court-Martial are not 
taken in their proper Tour; I am to acquaint you, that by 
Letters of the 25th of laſt Month, from the Captains Cock- 
burn. Perkins, and Hayes; Lieutenant-Colonel Macſinzie, 
+ Major Caud Hamilton, and Captain Martin, are not put in 
their Tour, they being required as Evidences, and are ſum- 
moned as ſuch: Captain Davian * and myſelf being of 
Opinion, that to be Evidences and Members at the ſame 
Time is incompatible. b | 
In regard to the Officers on Board the- Guardſhips, the 
Service requires Lieutenant Stretch ſhould continue with his 
Command, as the only Marine Officer lefc with Fifty Men 
at the Diſtance of Shezrnejs. | 


Fam Sir, 
Ricn*, BEN DYSRHRk. 


To Captain L illiam Dauglas, 
Reche/ter. 


+ Niete, Major Hamilton and Captain Martin were not examined. 
fjudge- Advocate. 


COPY WARRANT. 


By the Cæmmiſſtorers fer executing the Office of Lord 
Lil Admiral of Great-Britain and Ireland, Sc. 


W Hereas We directed Captain William Deuglas, by Our 
Secretary's Letter dated the 39th of November laſt, to 
repair immediately to his Head-Quarters at Chatham, not- 
withſtanding any former Leave; which Directions he neg- 
lected to comply with, and as an Excuſe for ſuch Neglect, 
tranſmitted to the Commanding Officer of the Marines at 
_ Chatham, a Certificate from a Phyſician and Surgeon, that 
he was fo much indiſpoſed, that it would be attended with 
_ great Danger to his Health or Life, to be expoſed to the 
open Air, for at leaſt fome Lime. 8 
„ 5 And 


And Lieutenant: Colonel Mackenzie having, by his Letter 
dated the 11th of laſt Month, informed us, that, in conſe- 
quence of our Direction tor a Captain of Marines to be tent 
on Board the Tartar at Portſmouth, in order to be carried t 
Jamaica to ſerve on Board the Prince Edward; he had b 
Captain William Douglas (the firſt then on the Roſter for dea- 
Duty) to repair on Board the Tartar accordingly ; in retuin 
to which Captain Douglas alſo (by Letter of the Gth of 
March) alledged his ill State of Health, as a Reaſon for his 
hot complying therewith, though it appears by extracts of 
Letters he wiote to Colonel Mackenzie in November and De- 
cember, that he had deſired to be ſent on Board on his proper 
Turn. 5 

And Captain Douglas having been put down in the Returns 
made from the Chatham Head-Quarters, as abſent without 
Leave, from the 18th of November laſt to theefirſt of this 
Month ; and three Captains of the Diviſion having preſented 
a Remonſtrance, ſctting forth, that they look upon what is 
contained in his Letter of the th of Marth, (in which he 
alledges his ill State of Health as a Reaſon for his not com- 
plying with the Orders he had received) and in others of his 
| Letters, to be downright Equivocations of his Duty. 

And whereas Captain Douglas has, upon the ſaid Remon- 
trance, requeſted, that a General Court- Martial may be 
held, to try him, that he may c'ear his Character. 

And We, moreover, judging it very neceflary, that an 
Enquiry ſhould be made into the Reaſons of Captain Deuglas's 
Ablence from Qiarters without Leave, and of his Diſobedience 
to Orders, and that he ſhould be tried for ſuch Abſence and 
Diſobedience; We ſend you herewith a Copy of Our Secre- 
tary's afore- mentioned Letter of the Zoth of November laſt, 
together with the Certificate from a Phy lician and Surgeon of 
Captain Deug/as's ill State of Health; Colonel Maclemzie s 
Letter of the eleventh of laſt Month, with extracts of Letters 
wrote to him in November and December Jaſt by Captain 
Douglas; and Captain Douglas's Letter to Colonel Aackenzie 
of the ninth of laſt Month; and alſo the Remonſtrance of the 
three Captains; all which are before- mentioned; and you 
are hereby required and directed to aſſemble a General Court- 
Martial, to inquire into, and to try the faid Captain William 
Douglas, for his ſaid Abſence and Diſobedience accordingly. 

And whereas Captain Dauglas has aflerted, that the atore- 
mentioned Remonſtrance from three Captains, contains a 
falſe and malicious Accuſation, and requeſted, that Captain 
George Cockburn, Captain John Perkins, and Captain Jahn 

| | B4 | Hayes 


e + 8. -Þ | f 85 
Hayes, (the three Captains who ſigned it) may be tried at the 
ſame General Court-Martial, for having falſely and malici- 
_ ouſly accuſed him, and thereby behaved themſelves in a 
Manner unbecoming the Character of Officers and Gentle- 
men; We ſend you herewith Captain Douglas's Letter, dated 
the fourteenth of laſt Month, containing his ſaid Aſſertion 
and Requeſt, and do hereby require the General Court- 
Martial, which ſhall be aſſembled for the Trial of Captain 
Douglas, to try alſo the ſaid Captains George Cockburn, Jobn 
Perkins, and John Hayes, agreeably to Captain Douglas's 
Requeſt. „ 11 55 
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Given under Our Hands the 19th of April 1764. 


To the Commanding Field- .EcmonT, | 
3 of the Marines at G. Hay, 
ham. 5 | . CARYSFORT 
| Signed Hows, ; 
By Command of their Lord- _ Dicsy, 


— . CTHro?. Pirr. 
| (Signed) Pry. STEPHENS, | 


PRO- 


PROCEEDINGS | 
55 OF A 3 
GENERAL COURT- MARTIAL 
OF H 
MAJESTY's W 
HELD AT 
e the 7th of May, 1 764. 
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AT A GENERAL COURT- MARTIAL held at 
the City of Roche/ter, on Monday the 7th, and continued 
b e to Thurſday the loth of May 1764, by 
Virtue of a Warrant from the Right Honourable the Lords 
Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, bearing Date the 19th of 


April 1764. - 
Coroner RIcHARD BENDYSHE, PRESIDENT. 


Majors | among SHELDON, 
HENRY SMITH. 
RoperT DovGcLas. 
| EDWARD KyYFFIN. 
Captains GARDINER BULSTRODE. 
| Sir BLAxToON CONYERS. 
JohN BurT. 


WILLIAM FoRETER. 
| Trnomas Timins. 
Firſt Lieutenants J DANIEL WATrSON. 
| Roperxr CoDDINGTON. 
Davip JonnsTov. 


Captain WILLIAM Davipson, wn 
; HE 


[ 20 } 


Tus Mrurnrzs being met, and duly fworn, (the Judge 


Advocate being alſo ſworn, and proſecuting in his Majeſty's 
Name) 5 „%% | 
Captain William Douglas of the Chatham Diviſion of Ma- 
rines, came Priſoner before the Court, and the following 
Charge was exhibited againſt him, via. 95 
« WHEREAS the Lords Commiſſioners of the Ad- 
4 miralty, directed Captain Milliam Douglas by their Secre- 


+ © rary's Letter, dated the 30th of November laſt, to repair 


« immediately to his Head- Quarters at Chatham — notwith- 
« ſtanding any former Leave; which Directions he neglected 
« to comply with, and as an Excuſe for ſuch Neglect, 
4c tranſmitted to the Commanding Officer of the Marines at 
4 Chatham, a Certificate from a Phyſician and Surgeon, that 
44 he was fo much indiſpoſed, that it would be attended 
* with great Danger to his Health or Life, to be expoſed 
44 to the open Air, for at leaf! ſome Time; . 

& And Lieutenant-Colonel Mackenzie having, by his Letter 


& dated the 11th of March laſt, informed their Lordfhips, 


« that, in confequence of their Direction for a Captain of 
44% Marines to be ſcnt on Board the Tartar at Port/month, in 


« grder to be carried to Jamaica, to ſerve on Board the 


* Prince Edward; he had ordered Captain I illiam Douglas; 
6& (the firſt then on the Roſter for Sea-Duty) to repair on 
& Board the Tartar according!:y, in return to which Captain 
& Douglas alſo (by Leiter of the gth of March) alledged his 


6 il] State of Health as a Reaſon for not complying there- 


« with, though it appears, by extracts of his Letters wrote 
6 to Colonel Mackenzie in November and Detember laft, that 
* he had deſired to be ſent on Board in his prefer Tun; 

„ And Captain Douglas having been put detun in the Re- 


4 turns made from the Chaiham Head- Quarters, as abſent 
„ without Leave from the 18th of November laſt to the 1ſt 


of laſt Month; . | 
“ And three Captains of the Diviſion having preſenzed a 
6 Remonſtrance to their Lordſhips, ſetting forth, that they 


look upon what is contained in his Letter of the 9th of 
&« March, (in which he alledges his ill State of Health as a 


% Reaſon for his not complying with the Orders he had re- 
« ceived) and in others of his Letters, to be downright 
% Equivocations of his Duty; 3 


. Captain Deuglat defired Permiffion of the Court to be allowed to ſit, 


* 


being ill, and not able to ſtane, which was granted. 


6 „ And 


„ a 3a aA. a 9a a a 


1 


. « And whereas Captain Douglas has, upon the ſame Re- 
© monſtrance, requeſted, that a General Court- Martial may 
« be held, to try him, that he may clear bis Character +; 
And their Lordſhips, moreover, judging it very neceſ- 
4 ſary, that an Enquiry ſhould be made into the Reaſons of 
« Captain Doug/as's Abſence from Quarters without 
% and of his Diſobedience to Orders, and that he ſhould be 
« tried for the ſame 1; | | 
«© The ſaid Captain William Deuglas is therefore now to 

ce -be tried; | 5 Ec 
For Abſence from Quarters without Leave, and Diſo- 
ce bedience to Orders.” _ | | | 
Captain Douglas deſired of the Court, that the Remon- 
ſtrance and bis Letter requeſting the Court- Martial might fir/f 
be read, | 3 | : 

The Court was cleared and the Queſtion put, Whether 
Captain Deug/as's Requeſt ſhould be granted, or if the Judge- 
Advocate ſhould proceed to prove the Charge, in the Courſe 
of which the Remonſtrance would be read? 

The Court was of Opinion that the Judge-Adyocate 
ſhould proceed to prove the Charge, and that the faid Re- 
monſtiance and Later ſhould net be read, until it came in the _ 
Courſe of the Trial. | 5 | 


| The Secretary of the Admiralty's Letter, of the 3oth of 
November laſt, mentioned in the Charge, and admitted by 
| Captain Douglas as a true Copy, viz. | | 


 Aamiralty-Office, 3oth Nov. 1763, 


S 1 R, 
4 M Y Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty obſerving 
3 by the General Return of the Marines of the 27th 
* Inſtant, that you had not then joined your Diviſion, tho 
6 you are firſt upon the Roſter for Duty, and was ordered 
& by your Commanding Officer, on the 15th Inſtant, to 
repair to Quarters; I am commanded by their Lordſhips 
= << to ſignify their Direction to you, to repair immediately to 
„che proper FO RI. of the Diviſion to which you 


ae Letter 14th of March, 
J Jae Warrant. 


« belong, 


„„ 
ec belong. notwithſtanding any Leave of Abſence you may have 
cc recefved from 225 , en or rom any other P. Herjon, ” 
am, &c. | 


Pare. STEPHENS, 
To Captain William Douglas 
of Marines. Buckingham- 
Curt. 


The following Witneſſes were examined in . of the 


Charge 
LIEUTENANT WILLIAM SABINE, Adjutant of the | 

a Diviſion of Marines, being duly ſworn, was ex- | 
amined. | 

Quęſtion. Was Captain Douglas firſt on the Roſter for Sea- 
8 on the Zoth of November laſt 4 

He was. | 

5 id he acquaint Captain abi e at or near 

that 


ime ? 
A. On the 15th of November laſt, he wrote to Captain 


Sea 5 to repair to Quarters, being fuſt on the Tu tor 
A- ; 
Did Captain Douglas comply with theſe Grids ? 
He did not. | 
> L Did Captain Douglas repair to Quarters, upon the Ad- 
miralty Order to him, of the . of 1 for chat 
Purpoſe, which has been read? | 
. No. 
4 How long was Captain Douglas put down abſent, with- 
out Leave, in the General Returns made from Head-Quar- 


ters ? | 
A. He was returned Abſent without Leave from the 18th 


of November 1763, to the 3iſt of arch 1764, and offered 
to produce Copies of the Returns for that Time, which he 


depoſes are true Copies, 


* Captain Douglas admitted ns ſame, wad allowed it to be 
unneceſſary to examine them. | 


LIEUTENANT SABINE again 8 
1 9. Did Captain Douglas ſtill ee firſt upon the Roſter 
* 1 1 during the ſaid Space of Time? ? 

5 > A. es. 


1 | 
i | Captain Noug/as admitted the Receipt of the two Orders of the 1 5th and 


| 4 | goth of N. 
fil DV. How 


4 
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2. How ſoon after the ſaid Orders did Captain Douglas 
repair to Quarters ? : 
A. On Sunday the iſt of April laſt, in the Evening, he had 


Notice of Captain Douglas's Arrival at Quarters. 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL JOAN MACKENZIE 


of the Chatham Diviſion of Marines, being duly ſworn, was 


examined. 

At what Time in November laſt did the Command at 
Quarters devolve upon him, and how long afterwards did it 
continue? 

A. Colonel Bendyſhe having left the Diviſion the 16th of 
November laſt, the Commend At Quarters then devolved upon 
this Witneſs, and continued till the 23d of April laſt. 

Was Captain Douglas at Quarters when his 9 
commenced ? 

A. He was not. : 

. Was Captain Douglas's Leave of Abſence then expired? | 
It was not, but expired the 18th of November. 


2, Was Captain Douglas then __ upon the Rofter for 
Sea 


uty ? 
A. He was. 
©, Was he . with any Orders that were tranſ- 
mitted to Captain Douglas to repair to ann in Næuamber 
aa | 
A. He was acquainted with the e Order to Captain 
Douglas of the 15th of November laſt; and received a Letter 


from the Admiralty acquainting him that Captain Dauglas 


was ordered to Quarters on the 3oth of the ſame Month. 
&. Did Captain Douglas ropes to Quarters i in Conſequence 


of the {aid Orders 


A. No. 
O: Did Captain Deuglas e to him any Reaſms for 


= n repairing to Quarters in Conſequence of the ſaid Orders? 


4. He tranſmitted @ Certificate ſigned by a Phyſician and 


1 Surgeon, in regard to his Health, 


Which Sede was read, a allowed by Colotid Mac 


—_ #enz:e io be the original one, the Copy as follows : 


* Theſe are to certiſy, That we have attended Captain 


= Douglas, of his Majeſty's Marine Forces, for three Weeks 


in a Rhermatich Fever, all which Time he has been con- 


MT © fined to the Houſe, and is (till fo much indiſpoſed, that it 
= © would be attended with great Danger to his Health or 


2 8 he Lite, 


ta | 


Life, to be expoſed to the open Air, for at leaſt ſome 


4 Time.” : 1 ( 
| 5 | Rog. Knox | 
Clevland. Court, Phyſician to his Majeſty's. f 

St. Fames's Place, Hoſpitals for the Army. p 
. | Re. SMITH Surgeon, - : 
8 . late of the Royal Navy. a 


To the Commanding Officer of 
his Majeſty's Marine Forces 
at Chatham, 


©. Did he admit the Certificate as a ſufficient'Excuſe for 
Captain Douglas not repairing to Quarters ? 

A. The Admiralty having ſent fo peremptory an Order as 
that of the 3oth of November, and Captain Douglas being re- 
turned abſent without Leave, he imagined left him no room 
to. tranſact any Buſineſs betwixt Captain Douglas and the 
Admiralty, as he had alſo received particuler Orders from 
Quarters to rapair to his Duty ; he therefore ſent back his 
Certificate, at the ſame Time telling him, that his Appli- 
cation ſhould be made to the Admiralty, as he was in Lon-- 
don himſelf, Captain Douglas again returned the Certificate 
with + an Injunction, that Care might be taken of it, and as 
it was directed to the Commanding Officer, he was to do in 
it what he judged moſt proper. 

2. What Remarks did he make on Captain Douglas in the ſh 
General Returns of the Diviſion, after receiving the ſaid 
Certificate ? 5 = 
A. He produced the Copy of the Return of the Diviſion 
dated the 4th of December laſt, wherein it appeared that 
Captain Douglas was returned Abſent without Leave, with 
the following Remark oppoſite his Name, viz. 5 


a 


pun, bays e 5 — wn — po AY 


&« Leave expired, 18th November. 
% Ordered to Quarters, 15th Do.“ 


1 . How did he diſpoſe of the ſaid Certificate after Captain 
U. Douglas returned it to him ? 9 55 0 x 


- + Yide Letter 6th December, No 17, 5 
Note, There is no Reaſon of Abſence given on this Return, and continued the 
08 ſame till the 4th of March, 


1 5 
A. In conſequence of Captain Donglas's ſecond Letter, he 
ſent it to the Admiralty. | 
How ſoon after that Time did he receive any Orders 
93 their Lordſhips, in regard to Captain Douglas? 
A. On the 2d or 3d of March laſt, he received a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Admiralty, dated the t iſt of that 
Month, telling him, that as On Deuglas dad been abſent | 
without Leave ſince November laſt, it was their Lordihips 
Directions to him, forthwith, to give him the ſtricteſt Orders 
to repair immediately to his Duty: 
Qi: Did he tranſmit to Captain Douglas any Orders in con- 
ſequence of thoſe received from their Lordſhips? 
A. Having received another Letter from the Secretary of 
of the Admiralty, on the 4th of March, dated the + 3d, with | 
gan Order to ſend a Captain of Marines on Board his Ma- 
* jeſty s Ship the Prince Edward in the Hl. Indies, this Letter 
arriving ſo near to the preceeding Order, in regard to Cap- 
tain Douglas, and he being the < on the Rofter for Sea- Duty, 
he ſent him Copies of both Orders, that 2 the iſt and 3d 
of March, (by the Adjutant) directing that he ſhoulld forth- 
with repair to the Tartar at Portſmouth, and in her to take hy 
| Paſſage to Jamaica, to ſerve as Captain of Marines, on Board 
his Majeſty's Ship Prince Edward, according to their Lord- 
ſhips Orders. 5 | 
72 Did Captain Douglas comply with theſe Quders i 6 „ 


I. Did Captain Douglas give him any Reaſons for not 
complying with his Orders ? 
| A. He received a Letter from Captain Douglas, of the oh 
f March 1764, which was read, of which the following is 


Copy, Viz, v5 
Led, A March 1764. 
S 1 R, 975 
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C * Y Efterday after Three o' Clock, I received a Letter ſrom . 
the Adjutant, dated the 4th, incloſing Copies of the 
Lords of Admitalty's Orders, of the 1ſt and 3d Inſtant, - 
communicate to you by their Secretary, and directing you 
bee order the Captain of Marines, firif in rotation for Sea- 
Duty on the Roſter, to repair immediately on Board the 
0 7ortor, to go in her to Jamaica, to do Duty on Board his 
== Majeſty's Ship Prince Edward — In conſequence of this, 1 


1 | 71 Vide dectetary s Letters of the iſt and 3d of March 1764, N? 20, and AT . 
"OE: have 


N „ 

« have alſo received your Order incloſed, addreſſed to me, 
directing me to go in the Tartar to Jamaica accordingly, 
as being the firſt Captain on the Roſter, &c. You are 
very ſenſible, that I have been for Months paſt fo ill, as 
not to be able even to come to Quarters, far leſs in a 
Situation to execute your preſent Orders to go to Port/- 
mouth, and from thence to Jamaica, near 5000 Miles off, 
to a Ship: . 5 
e J always have, and ever will be ready to execute all 
Orders from their Lordſhips, or any ſuperior Officer's for 
his Majeſty's Service, when my Health will permit, and 
not prevented by occaſional Sickneſs, which is the Caſe 
at preſent, and which has been brought on me, by being 
on Duty the whole War without Relief, and as it is at, this 


Time a juſt and neceſſary Excuſe ; I hope it will be ſatiſ- 


factory to their Lordſhips, and every one elſe.” 
1 am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


WIII. DovucLas. 


P. S. I would have wrote laſt Night, if I had not been 
| much indiſpoſed. | 


To Colonel Mackenz:e 
commanding the Ma- 
rines at Chatham. 


Colonel Mackenzie obſerves, that it was mentioned in the 
Letter, (that he was very ſenſible that he had been for 
Months paſt fo ill, as not to be able to come to Quarters) 
this Colonel Mackenzie thinks extraordinary, as no Correſ- 
pondence had paſſed between him and Captain Douglas, from 
the 6th'of December 1763, to the gth of March 1764. 
2. (By Captain Douglas) Whither or not did he acquaint 
Colonel Mackenzie by his former Letters, that he would re- 
pair to Quarters, as ſoon as his {neſs would permit, and that 
he ſhould be adviſed that he could ſafely do of?  _ 
A Several Letters had paſſed betwixt Captain Douglas and 
the Commanding Officer, the laſt of which is dated the 6th 
of December 1763, which he produced, and deſired that a 
Paragraph therein ſhould be read, as an Anſwer to the ſaid 
SS I m + +5 +. 
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immediately repair on board the Tartar at Portſmouth, in 


a 

id 
awer, being againft himſelf, therefore allowed to be put out of the Minutes. 

ve | 


7 T 


„ I have received yours of the 2d, giving me the Infor- 


« mation I deſired, for which J am obliged to you; my 
« Meaning in deſiring you to ſend me on beard in my proper 
&« Tour is, that the Gentlemen of the Corps ſhall not be in- 
„ jured by my Illneſs, which is temporary, that tho' I am 
6% not able to go to Quarters inſtantly, far Jeſs on board 
« Ship, yet in all Probability I will be able betore any Ships 
& can move, as there appears to be no immediate Demand at 
„ preſent.” + | OBE 

9. (By Captain Douglas) Whether from theſe Letters he 
had not Reaſon to think, that he was ſtill ill on che gth of 
March, as he had not then come to Quarters ? | 

A. That as Captain Douglas had expreſſed his Illneſs to 


be temporary, it was impoſſible for him to determine the Situ- 


ation of his Health, at the Diſtance he was from him. 

34 By Captain Deuglas) Whether Colonel Mackenzie in 
his Letter of the 7th of December laſt, did not wiſh his Re- 
covery, that he might get Health, and he prevented any fur- 
ther Epiſlolary Correſpondence, as he had no Eyes to ſpare for 


; writing, but what abſolute Neceſlity obliged him to undergo? 


A. He believes he did. 
* 9. (By the Judge-Advocate) Did Captain Douglas tranſ- 
mit any Certificate of the State of his Health after that of - 


the iſ of December? 


A. No. | 


| D I Did he admit the Reaſons given by Captain Douglas in 
bis 


etter of the gth of March as an Excuſe for his not com- 


plying with his Orders ? 


A. He looked upon Captain Deuglas's Letter of the gth 


of March to be intended as the then Situation of his Health, 
and therefore ſent it to their Lordſhips in the ſame Manner 
as be had done his former Certificate. 


Colonel Mactenzie's Letter of the 11th of March to the 


8 b | Secretary of the Admiralty was then read, and declared b 
3 him to be the original Letter, a Copy of which is as follows: 


; Orderly- Room Chatham, March 11, 1764. 
7 | N 
5 IN purſuance of their Lordſhips Directions communi- 
«© cated to me in your Letter of the 3d, which I received 
on the 4th, deſiring that a Captain of this Diviſion ſhould 


® Here a Queſtion was aſked, which the Court found this Witneſs could not 
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general Returns of the Diviſion, after he was ordered to the 


4... ꝛ4th Article Marine Regulations annexed. 5 bk 
6 * « L > * fa 5 F 2 | A $ F « F 1 1 f =p 
No Reaſon of Abſerc# given on this Return, EM, 2 


T8 1 15 

. order to take his Paſſage in ſaid Ship for Jamaica, there to 

© ,embark on board his Majeſty's Ship Prince Edward, where 

he is to continue and do Duty as Captain of Marines; 

« and Captain William Douglas being firft on the Re/ler for Sea 

« Duty, who deſired in ſeveral Letters, notwithſtanding his 

not being at Quarters, that he might be ſent to Sea Duty in his 

< 33 our, I therefore ſent him a Copy of their Lordſiips 

Directions, and my own particular Order, to repair forth- 

« With to Portſmouth, in order to go in the Tartar to Famaica, 

< to "ſerve as Captain of Marines on board his Majeſty's 

* Ship Prince Edward; theſe Directions and Order were 
« ſent him on the 4th to Lenden where he now is, and Yeſ- 

F< terday the roth 1 received his Anſwer, which I herewith 

e incloſe, in order to be laid before their Loidſhips; and 

% have deferred ordering the next Captain on his Duty, until 
I receive their Lordſhips further Directions“. I am, Sir, 


+66 Your moſt humble Servant . 
| 4 Ton, MAcKENzZIE. 


4 Since + I wrote the foregoing Letter, Captain Cockburn 
* hath delivered me the Letter and Remonſtrance of ibe 
% Captains incloſed with this—to be laid before their Lord- 
« ſhips.” = 8 


Php. Stephens, Eſq; Secretary to the Aumiraly. 
2. What Remark did he make on Captain Douglas in the 


Tartar? 

A. A Copy of the Return of the Diviſion dated the th 
"of. March laſt was laid before the Court, wherein Captain 
'Deuglas was returned abſent without Leave, with the follow- 


i 


9 Abſent q without Leave in London , order'd to repair on 8 
- board his Majeſty's Ship Tartar at Portſmouth 4th March, 
PM” ho 2 : | 


2. Can he lay before-the Court the Letters from Captain 


Douglas mentioned: in his of the 11th of. March laſt, herein RY 


There is no Notice taken. of Captain Douglar's Illneſs in this Letter. 


3 
he deſires that notwithſtanding his not being at Quarters, he 
might be ſent to Sea in his proper Taur? 

In Anſwer to which the Letters from Cue Douglas 
were produced by Colonel Mackenzie, and "ag be a- 
a read from them, vix. : 


| Nov. 194 1763. To Colonel Bindibe. 

In the mean time if any Demand is made for Captains 
« to go on board, I beg the Fayour you'll ſend me in my 
cc proper Tour, when it comes to that, and 1 ſhall anſwer for 
<« the Duty, which 1 ſuppoſe you'll have no Objection 55 
4 tho 1 ſhould not be on the Spot.” 


| | Nov. 26. To Colonel Mackenzie. 

„ have been very ill (as I deſired. the Adjutant to ac- 
« quaint Commanding Officer) which has and does now 
c prevent my immediate repairing to Quarters, but ſhall as 
« ſoon as I can venture on it, in the mean time if any de- 
<< mand be made for Captains to go on board, I beg the Fa- 
«* your you'll ſend me in my proper Turn, and I ſhall anſwer 
for the Duty, which I hope you'll have no Objection to, 
6 altho' I am not on the Spot, yet near at hand.“ 


| ' November 30. To Colonel Medendie. 
<« That the Lords of the Admiralty may ſes the 3 
E of my Abſence, ſince the Receipt of the * to come 
«© to Head- uarters, and that I have at the ſame Time de- 
= * fired you to ſend me on board in my proper Tour, if any 
1 : Sy ſhould be made before I am 1 to get to > > 
$ ters. 


cs 6. To Colonel Mackenzie. + 
— The Paragraph is already inſerted in the 11th 5 Page, 


Colonel MACKENZIE again queſtioned, _ 
2 Were theſe Letters any Inducement to him to order 
Captain Douglas to the Tartar, t notwithſtanding his not be- 
ing chen at ( Quarters ? 


* Part of a long bab only. | 
N. 3. How theſe Letters came not to be inſerted in theſe Proceedings * | 


'Y Myſtery unknown to Captain Deuglas, as they are capital 0 01 in the Trial. _ 


No. 13, and No. 27, annexed. 


Þ Yide Letters the 1gth and zoth of _Nowember, and'6th of Due, No. 12, 


age 17 of this printed Copy. 
| Captain Deuglas was n to go * the Jong a e the Princg 


rd at Jarl. 
C2 A. No 
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| 1 A. No Doubt of it, for he thought Captain Donglas might 
Wl! t.ke it very ill of him, not to have complied with the Deſite 
id i of his Letters. | 
1 Dr Was it by his Directions that Captain Denglas was put 


down in the Returns from the Chatham Head-Quarters, ab- 

Il ſent without Leave from the 18th of November to the 3 iſt of 

| March laſt? LE 55 

| A. It was: Captain Douglas having been dealt with in this 
Affair in the ſame Manner as all Officers are whoſe Leave is 
expired, or who are ordered to Quarters, and do not repair 
men. 5 yh | 5 | | 
2. (By Captain Douglas) Whether it is the way for Com- 

manding Officers to return Officers abſent without Leave, 
without any farther Obſervation, when they have been properly 

uainted with their dickneſs? | 

A. The particular Circumſlances of any Officer's Situation 
when publickly reported in the general Returns to the Admi- 
ralty, in Caſes of this Nature, is left to their Lerdſbips to 
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determine. 
Captain George Cockburne, Captain James Perkins, and Cap- 
tain John Hayes, being called on in order to be ſwern and 
examined as Witneſſes in Support of the Remonſtrance, a 
Part of the Charge againſt Captain Douglas, 
Captain Douglas objected to their being examined upon 
Oath on the Subject of the Remonſtrance, as he looked 
upon them rather & as his Proſecutors, and deſired the Opi- 
95 nion of the Court thereon. F 
We || The Court being cleared, the Queftion was put, whether 
4H | or not the ſaid three Captains ſhould be examined upon Orth, 
5 as Witneſſes in Support of the Remonſtrance, a Part of the 
Charge againft Captain Donglas, exhidite> by the Judge- 
Advocate, proſecuting him in his Majefty's Nam. 
lt was the Opinion of the Court, that the ſaid three Cap- 
© tains may de examined upon Oath as Witneſſes 10 ſupport the 
Ramonſirance, a Part of the Charge againſt Captain Bougles. 


Captain GEORGE COCE BURNE, Captain JAMES 
PERKINS, and Captain JOHN HAYES, of the Chatham 
Diviſion of Marines being duly ſworn, a Paper was read, of 
which the following is a Copy, intitled, 


on 
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| 1 " + © Ext. Captain Deuglas s Minutes.—“ As he ſceked on them as his Accu» 
wu ; 221 if not Lis Proſecutors, in fact ſtrongly intereſted. . 
; 680 „ : | „ E 
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A Remonſtrance from the Captains of the Marines 
now at Quarters, to the Lords of the Admiralty. _. 

„% Whereas in a Letter dated the gth Inſtant, from Cap- 
tain William Deuglas, not attending his Duty on Account 
of his Indiſpoſition, and with the Zxtra@s of his Letters, 
at our Requeſt given us, are of Opinion that they || are 
downright Equivocations of his Duty, he being favoured 
with four Months Leave of Abſence, took the [iderey of 
three Months more, contrary to their Lord/hips Order. As 
we look upon it, that every Captain at Quarters is to do 
the Duty in his Turn, we cannot, in Juſtice to ourſelves, 
and every Officer in the Corps, neglect remonſtrating 
our Requeſt to their Lordſhips, that Captain J/illiam 
Douglas may be ordered on his proper Duty, according to 
their Lordſhips Order, dated the third Inſtant. * The under- 
mentioned Officers has been in the Service between ſeven- 
teen and twenty Years, and never neglected to do their 
Duty when ordered; why Captain Deyg/as ſhould endeay 
vour to impoſe on them in the manner they cannot ac- 
© count for, therefore leaves it to their Lordſhips determi- 
& nation.” SS 2 


; GEORGE 6 | 
Chatham, = "T Captai 
March 11, 1764. 3 — 5 1 * 


Which Remonſtrance the ſaid three Captains acknow- 

edged to be the original one ſigned by them, and ſent to 

the Admiralty. e : Er 
' 1 : * 5 


Captain Cockburn was then deſired to inform the Court of 
his Reaſon for making the ſaid Remonſtrance, and to pro- 
duce his Proofs of theſe Reaſons. - Fn, 2, 
A. + His Reaſons for joinirg in the . 


{|| Yd: Duplicate No. t, herewith prefixed. ; gf 
Captain Devglas's Letter of the 14th of March ſhould have been read, Ac. 
5 855 A to the Opinion of the Court, vide Page 11, being in due Courſe 
sf the Trial. ED | | a 
| + Hete Captain Cockburn read the Paper under mentioned, which although. 
on earneſt Application he was allowed it to make Oe of on his other Defence, 
yet Captain Douglas did not allow the Proceeding to be moved out of His Trial. 


3 85 
| The Paper is as follows, viz. 
„Mr. Preſident, and Gentlemen of the Court, | . 
1 ͤ muſt now beg Leave to obſerve, that when myſelf, Capta ins Perlis: 
and Hayes, wrote 6ur Lenser to their Lordihifs of the tiih of Aereb lat, 
: | | C 1 f 6 N 41 cen 
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1 
firſt, Captain Donglas's Abſence from Quarters from the 
18th of November to the roth of March laſt, notwithſtanding 
the repeated Orders ſent him to repair thither; next, the Ex- 
traci from Captain Douglas's Letters, which were wrote in 
a doubtful Stile that be could not comprehend ; and laſtly, 
that he himſelf being next Captain upon the Roſter for Sea 
Duty, he therefore imagined he would be ſent to Sea ont of 
his proper Turn, if Captain Douglas ſhould be excuſed on 


account of Sickneſs. | | 
He then deſired that Licutenant San and Colonel 
Mackenzie might be examined to prove ſome Points that re- 
late to his Reaſons for joining in the Remonſtrance. 


Lieutenant SABINE again examined. 
D. (By Captain Cockburn) Did he receive a Letter from 
Captain . dated the 8th of Marcb laſt ? | 
A. He did. L b „ 
2 Can he produce that Letter? . 
A. He produced the Letter, and the Paragraph referred to 
by Captain Cockburn was read as follows : 6 | 


ee complaining of Captain Dovgla;'s Abſence from Quarters, ce had not the 
4% leaft malicious Thought or ill-natured Intent againſt Captain Douglar ; nay, 
c upon Honour, we never had; all we meant was, that Captain Deuglas 
% ſhould repair to his Quarters, and do his Duty agreeable to the Roſter, a 
« take his proper Turn in caſe of being order'd on Sea Service, which aQually 
« happened; and this, and this only, occafioned our haſty Remonſtrance; but 
<< when Captain Douglas returned to his Duty wwe wete all of us intirely ſatisfied, 
« and never wiſhed, intended, or wrote for any Court-Martial, or ſuſpected 
« ſuch x Thing to happen, much leſs to be called on in the Light of Proſecu- 
<< tors or Evidence againſt Captain Dowglas ; on the contrary, de would readily 
© have joined in any Act that could With Honour and Propriety been propoſed 
<< by Captain Dowp/as to have prevented ſuch a diſagreeable Affair happening, 
6. and the Trouble you Gentlemen that compoſe this Court muſt of Neceflity 
«© have upon the Occaſion : And our only Wik 
« we ſhall be able to vindicate ourſelves in regard to our Letter of the 12th 
«© of March laſt to their Lordſhips, which we then thought ourſelves under the 
4 Neceflity of writing, and that we had juſt, very juſt Cauſe for ſo doing.--- 
& And we apprehend it will appear that, that very Act immediately brought 
© Captain Deuglas to his Qnarters after near Eleven Months Abſence with and 
4 without Leave, all which we flatter ourſelves will fully appear to the Court 
% to whoſe impartial Judgment we with Pleaſure and great Satisfaction ſubmit 
«« ourſelves, 5 
| | | «« Signed GSO Gr Cocraunn.” 


\ + Ie ſeems there was 8 Letter of the fame Date, and ſent along with the 
T « You 


now is, and we flatter ourſelves, - 


Ea 
c Vou tell me I am the 2d for Sea Duty, I-ſhould not 
« imagine it was fo near, as I think ! left _ le to 


* before me. 


Lieutenant Colonel MACK ENZ IE again examined. 


2. (By Captain Cockburn) Has he a Letter from Captain 
Douglas ES 255 2d of December laſt ? 

A. Colonel Mackenzie produced the original Letter to the 
Court, and the Paragraph referred to by Captain Cockburn | 
was read as follows: 


It hereby acquaint you, that T have received an Order 
<« from the Admiralty (figned by their Secretary) to repair 
immediately to Head-Quarters, and you need not doubt, 
4e but that it will be put in Execution with as great Expe- 
« dition as my Health will admit of.“ 


Captain Cockburn then obſerved to the 8 chat Captain 
Douglas did not take Notice of the Order dated the 4th af 
March laſt, ſent him by the Commanding Officer, which in- 
duced Colonel Mackenzie to ſend an orderly Serjeant on pur- 
poſe with a Letter to Captain Daslai to know the 9 1 


Colonel MACK ENZIE again examined. 

2; (By Captain Cockburn) did he ſend a ſecond Order ta 
. 85 Douglas upon not receiving an immediate Anſwer to 
his Orders of the 4th of March. 

A. He waited the Arrival of two Poſts after the 4th of 
March, and dreading, by having no Anſwer, that Captain 
Douglas might nor have mT the firſt Order, it being of 
Conſequence, he on the 6.20 ſent a Serjeant on purpoſe with - 
a Copy of the former Order to Captain Doxglas, and re- 
ceived his Anſwer on the 10th, dated the gth of March. 

Captain Douglas deſired the firſt Paragraph of the ſaid . 
ter might be read, which was as follows: 


1 es Yeſterday after three o*Clock I received 4. a Letter from the 
00 Adjutant, dated the 4th, incloſing Copies of the Lords of 
the Admiralty's Orders of the uſt and 3d Inſtane.” 


Captain Douglas aſked this Witneſs ſeveral Queſtions about this Letrer, 
and among pe, how thoſe Captains got that Extract out of his Letter i 
Anf. by Order of the Commanding Officer. 

1 rg Letter went with the Certificate to Colonel Mackenzie, ents 145 
1 
i. . The Original, not the Copy, | 


C4 | 8 


1241 


Lieutenant SABINE again examined. 


SD. (By Captain C:c#burn) Did he ſend the Order of the 
an of 4 


< directly to Captain Dauglas by Poſt, or through 
any other Hand ? 


A. He ſent the ſaid Order under Cover to Mr. Locke, at 


Mills Coffee-Houſe, and that under Cover to Mr. Stephens, 


Secretary to the Admiralty, which he thought the ſafeſt 


Way, as they were Letters of Conſequence. 
een ROBERT CRAIGE being ſworn was s examined, 


©. (By Captain Cockburn) Was he the Serjeant that car. 


ried Orders to Captain Douglas at London from Colonel 
Mackenzie in March laſt. | 
A. He was. | 


' 9. How long did he fas" at Captain Do glass Lodgings, 
before he could get Admittance to deliver the Orders he was 


ſent with? 
A. About ten 8 


2 (By Captain Douglas) What Time of the Day did he 


celbver the ſaid Letter? 


A. As near as he can pueſs, it was between three and four 
in the Afternoon of the $th of March laſt. 


- ie here was Captain Douglas when he delivered the 
a — 


2 bade Captain Douglas had his Orders of the 5 


Tying before him when the Serjeant came to him, and if he 


did not tell the Serjeant that he had received them about an 
| Hour before he came ? 

H. He does not know whether the Order was lying Walde 
Captain Douglas or not, but Captain Douglas told him, he 


nad received a Copy of the ſame Order from a Gentleman a 
little Time before he came. 


It being near three o'Clock me Court was adjourned il 
1 uoſday Morning 1 nine o'Clock. 
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Tus DAY 9. 


55 The Court being met purſuant to Adjournment, 


CAPTAIN JAMES PERKINS being then examined was 


the Remonſtrance, which has been read and hacia 
by him, and'to produce his Proofs of theſe Reaſons. | 
A. The late Order wherein CO Douglas was to repair 

on board his Majeſty's Ship the Tartar, in order to proceed 

in a Voyage to Jamaica, to be put on board his Majeſty's 
Ship Prince Edward, whoſe Duty it was by the Raſler, and on 
his Non-compliance, Captain Coctburn was immediately put 
in Orders to hold himſelf in Readineſs for Sea Duty, which 
he apprehended to be for the ſame Voyage in the Tartar, 
which had he been obliged to comply with, would have 
brought him nearer to Sea Duty by two, and would undoubt- 
edly been very diſagreeable to him; that as Captain Douglas 
had abjented himſelf from Quarters, and was returned alſo 
without Leave in the General Returns of the. Diviſion ;- and 
by. his ſeveral Letters which he apprehends can prove no 
more than his temporary Illneſs, and as he looks on tempo- 
rary Illneſs ſuch as would favour him at different Periods to 
repair to Quarters, without endangering his Life; all which 
he preſumes has already been proved by Colonel Mackenzie 
and the Adjutant's Evidence : He begs Leave to reſt on the 
ſame, as his Reaſons for writing to their Lordſhips, and flat- 
ters himſelf that theſe Gentlemen's Evidence will ſufficiently 
confirm the Truth of ſuch his Remonſtrance. 


deſired to inform the Court of his Reaſons for making” 


Ceptain JOHN HAYES was then examined. ad defired 


to inform the Court of his Reaſons for making the Remon- 


ſtrance, which has been read and acknowledged by him, 


and to produce his Proofs of theſe Reaſons. 


A. Captain Douglas having been abſent three or four Months 
without Leave, and not giving any ſatisfactory Reaſon to the 
Commanding Officer, or the Lords of the Admiralty, for 
ſuch Abſence, was that induced him to ſign that Remonſtrance, 


and the Reaſons that Captain Deug/as gave to the Command- 
ing Officer appears to this Witneſs not to have been ſatisfac- 
tory to him, nor to the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 


ralty, as they ordered him to Quarters repeatedly. 


N. B. Captain Douglas obſerved that he could not aſk croſs Queſtions of the 


Captains, as they were againſt themſelves, conſequently could give no Evidence 
giinſt him. T” 
? The 


The Judge Advocate here reſts the Proofs of the Charge. 


, Captain DOUGLAS was then deſired to proceed on his 
Defence, and he delivered himſelf to the Court as follows: 


Mr. Prefident, and Gentlemen of the Court- Martial, 
12 have heard a Remonſtrance read, which at the ſam 
Time that it 6ccaſioned the aſſembling the Court-Mar- 
tial has brought on me the heavy Charge of Diſobedience to 
Orders, and Abſence without Leave; two Circumſtances I 
flatter myſelf will appear on this Trial, and in all the for- 
mer Courſe of my — very unapplicable to me, who 
have often done Duty out of my proper Tour on actual 
Service. I beg Leave to begin a little earlier than their 
Lordſhips Order of the 3oth of November, to ſhew, that 
preceding that Order the Commanding Officer was property 
acquainted with my Indiſpoſition, even before his Order of 
the 15th of November. for me to repair to Quarters; and in 
Anfwer to which Order I expreſſed a Readineſs to comply 


Voith it had I not been prevented by Illneſß, and that while = 


my Leave from the Admiralty was not expired, but renewed ® 
with Conditions, on account of my Sickneſs ; this appears 
by my Letters of the 12th of November to Colonel Bendy/he, 
and of the 17th of November to Lieutenant Sabine, in An- 
ſwer to the Orders of the 15th of November, which I deſire 
may be read in Court. The fame were read as follows: 


SIR, | | 
As my Leave of Abſence from Quarters expires in a ſhort 
Time, I find myſelf under the Neceſſity to deſire the 


Favour you'll be ſo good as to apply to the Lords of the Ad- 


22 for a farther Prolongation thereof, on account of 
ſome Buſineſs of Conſequence I have to tranſact in London, 
and being much indiſpoſed at preſent, and I hope their Lord- 
ſhips will the more readily comply with this Requeſt, as [ 
am at hand to attend Sea Duty when it comes in proper Turn. 

To Col. Bendyſte. 


® By Mr. Secretary's Letter of November 19. 


WiIII. Douol As. 


- 
a” 
5 * 


—— _- 
Po The following Letter was alſo fead. 
SIR, 


THA ſerves to acquaint r that I have received yours of. 
the 15th, containing Orders for me to repair to Quar- 
ters. In Anſwer thereto pleaſe to inform Colonel Rade, 
or Commanding Officer, that I have been ill for this Month 
paſt, and am ſo at this Time, and not able immediately to 
comply with his Directions, but that I ſhall come to Quar- 
ters as ſoon as my Illneſs will permit, and I ſhall be adviſes © 
that I can ſafely do ſo. 1 I am Sir, . 


Nur m bumble Servant, 


Wir I. Dou clas. 


8 - 
p 


London, Nov. 17, 1 763. 
To Lieut. Sabine. 


Captain Douglas then proceeded : 

T beg Leave of the Court to obſerve (as acknowledged by 
Colonel Mackenzie's Letter to me of the 2d of December 
that my Letter of the 17th of November to the Adjutant was 
Jaid before the Lords of the Admiralty, notwithſtanding 
which, they acquainted the Colonel, that they had — 
me to Quarters, which it appears they did by their Order of 
the zoth of November, which Letter of Colonel Macktenxe's 
1 defre may be read, as follows : 2 


8 Orderly- Rom Chatham, Dec. Ki 1763. 
i. 


HY my Eyes permitted me, I ſhould if requiſite au- 
ſwered your Letter by my own Hands, therefore to ſa- 
tisfy you, I do by my own Hands now acknowledge the Re- 
ceipt of your's of the 3oth of November this Morning, and 
alſo tell you that your Letter of the 17h November and 
your Reaſons were laid before the Admiralty, notwithſtand- 
ing which they have told «s, that they ordered you to Quar- 
ters, where its my Opinion you ſhould immediately repair 
to, and there Matters may more properly be reconciled to 
your Knowledge, then Letters can effect. 
I can't ſee how I can order any Officer on board, who 
ſays he is fo bad he can't come to Quarters, however this 
3 probably explain when we ſee you, the Tooner the 
detter. 5 ] am Sir, | 
Your mf abedient humble Servant, 8 
JF 0 Mace 21E. 


Capt. /in. Donglas, 
Captain 
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<< preſent.” 


| I Hereby acquaint you, that I have received an Order from 


pedition as my Health will admit of. | 


ER} - 
Captain Douglas proceeded : 


I defire that this Letter may be taken Notice of, as 2 


Parmgraph' of my Letter of the bth of December is an anſwer 


to the latter Part of that which has been now read, in regard 


to going on board in my proper Tour, which Paragraph 1 de- 


ſire may be read, as follows: 
L have received your's of the 2d, giving me the Infor- 


“ mation I deſired, for which I am obliged to you; my 
* Meaning in deſiring you to ſend me on board in my pro- 
6 per Tour is, that the Gentlemen of the Corps ſhall not be 
«<< injured by my Illneſs, which is temporary: that tho' I 


„% am nat able to go to Quarters inſtantly, far leſt on board 


«c Shyp, yet in all Probability I will be able before any Ships 
<< ann move, as there appears to be no immediate Demand at 


„ Captain Douglas proceeded. | . 

On my Receipt of their Lordſhips Order of the 3oth of 
November laſt to repair to Quarters, notwithſtanding former 
Leave, and as I found by Colonel Mackenzie's Letter of the 
2d of December, that my Letter of the 17th to the Adjutant 
was then lying before their Lordſhips, I conſulted the Phy- 


ſician the next Day, who, together with the Surgeon who 


had attended me a Month before, gave a Certificate which 
has already been produced in Court, and which ſhews my 
Situation at that IT ime, from which Period they have at- 


| tended me in my Illneſs, the Nature of which they are beſt 
able to explain, and which I ſtill labour under, tho' in a leſs 


Degrec, and thereby unable tu do my Duty. 1 have been 
confined to the Houſe the whole Time, from the 3oth of 


November to the 1ſt of April, except when by the Doctor's 


Permiſſion at Times to take the Air; and neither been able 


to do any Buſineſs abroad, nor viſit any of my Friends, one 


Family excepted, which was the ſame as being at home, 


and then I was carried in a Chair: I have further to obſerve, 
that by my Letter on his Majeſty's Service of the 2d of 


December, I tranſmitted the Certificate from the Phyſician 


and . mp in a Letter to Colonel Mackenzie, which Let- h 


ter I deſire may be read as follows. | 
| N -” Londm, Dec. 2, 1763. 


the Lords of Admiralty (ſigned by their Secretary) to 
repair immediately to Head-Quarters, and you need not 
donbt but that it will be put in Execution with as great Ex- 


" 


wh, A, > Hh, 2 OX 


Tay. 
In the mean time I have ſent you incloſed a Certificate of 
Health, from the Phyſician and Surgean who attend me, 
which you may communicate to their Lordſhips in the 3% 
Mamer you may judge proper, taking ſuch Care of tlie Cer- 
tificate that it may be produccd, if called for, hereafter.—1 
deſire the Favour you'll acknowledge the Receipt of this, and 
for any Thing farther, 1 refer to former Letters. | 


I am, Sir, 
Your mf! obedient humble Servant, 


4 | : WIII. DoucLas 
70 Colonel Mackenzie, 
Commanding Marines, 


Captain Douglas proceeded. 


Colonel Mackenzie returned the Certificate again to me in 
his publick Letter, of the 3d of December, deſiring that I 
would ſend it to the Admiralty, which, not appearing —+ wh 
for me to do, I tranſmitted the Certificate to Colonel Mac- 
tenzie again in my Letter, of the 6th, with Reaſons therein 
given, deſiring him either to ſend it to their Lordfhips, or 
keep it till called for, as he thought proper; in anſwer to 
which Colonel Mackenzie by his Letter, of the 7th of Dem- 
ber, acquainted me, that he had incloſed it to the Secretary 
of the Admiralty for their Lordſhips Perufal, and then ſin- 
cerely wiſhes me Recovery to health, that he might be pre- 
vented any farther pile Correſpondence, as he found it 

troubleſome, except when abſolute Neceſlity required it. — 
Which Letter I deſire may be read, as follows: | 


* 3 a | 

 Orazrly- Room, Chatham, Dec. 7, 1763. 

Sin, FR . 
7 T Hie Morning I received yours, of the 6th, incloſing 
« A. your Certificate of want of Health; which, as you 
« ſeem to think, that its being ſent by me to the — 
< may be of Service to you; I have therefore by this Po 
<« incloſed it to the Secretary for their Lorglhips peruſal, 


? 6 1 


F 


— 
K — CORY <4 A. 
— * _— 
e yer 


Captain IVilliam Douglas, 


2 


C 30 


4% J fincerely wiſh your Recovery, that you may get 
40 Health, and 1 prevented any further epiſtolary Correſpon- 


40 dence, who have no Eyes to ſpare in riting. but what 


4 abſolute Neceſlity obliges me to —_— 1 
I am, Sir, | 
| Tow moſt — Servant, 


9 ah MacKENziE. 


Captain William Douglas. 


Colonel Mackenzie deſiring that any La of his to 
Captain Douglas, that he thinks proper "for his Defence, may 
be read: The following Latter was read, viz. 


Orderly- Room, Chatham, Dec. 2 764. 
= 
« AS! their cr Lordſhip Orders for your immediate repairing 
Quarters, were not communicated to you through 


46 << the 8 Officer at this Place, it would appear 

very improper for your Sick Certificate to go from hence ; 
6 IT have — th ſent it to you, as the Date oper Perſon, to 
« fend it yourſelf to the Secretary of the A hy 2 their 
80 r Peruſal, and your Jaſlißcution. ; 


I heartil y wiſh you ſoon better Health 


and am, Sir, 
. ro obedient humble Servant, 


* 


" Captain Deni then defired that che Reond Paragraph er 


this Letter, of che 6th of December, to Colonel Mackenzie, in 


N. B. This x crows Rego of on who had ue Ex out of 
Anſwer 


; ore Danpl's i. 


IL : 
Anſwer to the preceding, ſhould be read, but not ingroſled, 
2s it is inſerted before in the 11th Page 1, which was read 
accordingly. =o Fe _— 


Captain Douglas proceeded. 


After this I remained ſtill ſick, and in the Phyſician and 
Surgeon's Hands, and I humbly conceive, I was not to be 
che fir/! in opening again a Correſpondence with Colonel 
Mackenzie, as | might underſtand by his Letter 5 referred to t, 
by my Letter, of the 2d of December, mentioning that I 
would come to Quarters, as ſoon as I ſhould be adviſed that 
I could ſafely do ſo; and as I was always in hopes of being 
able every two or three Weeks to repair to Quarters, I did 
not-apply to their Lordſhips for a particular Leave of Ab- 
ſence, as I looked upon the Certificate then lying before their 
Lordſhips, to be fully ſatisfactory, and ſhewed the evident 
neceſſity of Abſence on account of Health; and by my never 
hearing farther, either from Colonel Mackenzie or their Lord- 
ſhips, I concluded the Certificate to be all along fully ſuſ- 
tained, agreeable-to the Cuſtom of War in ſuch Caſes. 

[ muſt now beg the Court's Indulgence to touch on the Ex- 
tracis of my Letters which were 1 by Colonel Maatauzit 
to Captains Cockburn, Perkins, and Hayes, and of which the 
Extra? of my private Letter, of December the 6th, is the Ex- 
planation,— In conſequence of the Obſervation contained in 
Colonel Mackenzie's Letter, of the 2d of December, wherein 
he expreſſes himſelf thus, I cannot ſee how I can order 
<« any Officer on Board, who ſays he is ſo ill that he cannot 


0 + The Paragraph in the 21th Page, being the fi Paragraph of the Letter, 
of the 6th- December, in Anſwer to a Leiter dated the ad December. The ſacemi 
Paragraph is inſerted in view, as follows ; wiz. 1 


“ I have alſo been favoured with yours, of the 3d, returning the Certificate, 
« with your Reaſons for ſo doing, and, with Sobmiſſion, it appears to me, 
that, as it gives ſubſtantial Reaſons for my yer Abſence from Quarters, b. 
% I have got their Lordſhips Order, I can't (conformable to their Inſtructions) 
7 repreſent what relates to common Curſe of Serwice, but through the Hands of 
* the Commanding Officer at Quarters, and for ſome other Reaſons needleſs to 
.< obſerve at preſent; I have therefore taken the Liberty to return again the 
Certificate to you, which you are the beſt Judge, whether you ſhould lay 
% before their Lordſhips, or keep it till called for; conGdering, at the ſame 
% time, that the Certificate is dizeRed to the Commanding Officer at Quarters, 
„his 1 ſubmit to your better Opinien#” © PREP TS 

I N. 8. Extrat from Captain Doug/a:t's Minutes before the Court, 2. 
and he might alſo underſtand by my Letter of the 2d of December, that 1 
4 would come to Quarters as ſcon as 1.ſhould be adviſed that could ſafely do fo,” 

8 7th December. . 5 „ 
Note, Page 15th in Punt. is th 


2th of Proceedings. 


cc me 


* 


| Ton } 
4868 come to Quarters.” I made anſwer in my private Letter I, 
Df the 6th, which tells him, my. Meaning in deſiring you 
4 to ſend me on Board in my proper Tour, is, that none of 

ac the Gentlemen of the Corps may be ured by . ee 

< which was temporary, that though I was not to go 
© to Quarters inſtantly, far leſs on Board Ship, yet, in all 
46 Probability, I would be able before _ Ships could move, as 
< there appeared to be no immediate Demand at preſent ;” 


which I humbly conceive can mean no other Thing, than } 


Ships moving from Quarters ; the Commanding Officer could 
ſend an Officer on Board with the Detachment, though ſick, 
if the Captain of the Ship had no Objection, which I believe 
has been often done at other Diviſions ; but the Commanding 
_ Officer could not ſend an Officer, ſick at the Time, a Paf- 
ſenger out of England, to a Ship at Jamaica, which does not 
come within the Demand in common N of Service, but 
proceeds from an extraordinary Order from the Board of 
Admiralty; I only mention this to ſhew the Propriety of my 
Letters, and — was willing to do every Thing poſſible to 
Ane; any Officer after me, upon the Roſter, being injured 
y going out of his Turn, as I was willing to do my proper 
Duty where Circumſtances would admit it; but it ſeems I 
was not underſtood in this Manner; it would not have 
availed my Accuſers, if I had deſired, in expreſs Words, to 
— 20 to Jamaica, as I could nit go, when prevented by 
ickneſs. | 


Mr. PRESIDENT and GENTLEMEN of the Court, 


On the 8th Day of March laſt, about Three o'Clock, 
(never having heard from Colonel Mackenzie ſince his Letter, 
of the 7th of December,) I received his Order of the 4th, to 
ſet out to Portſmeuth for the Tartar, under failing Orders, to 
proceed to Jamaica, to be put on Board the Prince Eduard; 
my Letter, of the gth of March, was the Anſwer to this Order, 
which, I humbly conceive, was wrote with great Propriety 
on the Occaſion, and fo far from diſebeying the Order, it 
mentions my Inability to execute it, at the ſame Time expreſ- 
fing a great Readineſs to execute all Orders, when my 
Health would permit; but I was not able, nor durſt attempt 
to comply with this Order, on account of the Sickneſs that 
I continued to labour under ; This Letter, it appears, was 


|} Interruption by Colonel Mackenzie about this Letter—and the Court moved 
thereupon, and cleared accordingly, The Court find it a publick Letter. 
| T1, __-  — tranſmitted 


tranſmitted to their Lordſhips by Colonel Mackenzie, though, 
at the ſame Time, attended by the unprecedented Remuu- 
ſtrance of the Three Captains. DE 


MI. PRESIDENT and GENTLEMEN of the Court, 


| You ſee all along by my Letters, that the Commanding 
Officer was not ignorant of my Sickneſs, both from Letters 
and the Certificate from the Phyſician and Surgeon, neither 
were 'the Three Captains, who ſigned the Remonſtrance, 
Strangers thereto ; however, it ſeems they were determined 
on an Accuſation of me, that I was only pretending Sick- 
neſs to evade my Duty; for I conceive their Remonſtrance 
can be conſtrued in no other Meaning. 


Mr. PRxRSIDEN T, &c. 


I ſhall beg Leave to make a few Obſervations on the Re- 
monſtrance, a Duplicate of which was ſent to me by Ca 
tain Cockburn, with his Letter of the 12th of March, (which 
Duplicate, when compared by the Court with the Original, 
ſhewed ſome immaterial Differences *.) | 


C Captain Douglas proceeded, 


The Remonſtrance begins, Whereas in a Letter dated 
« the gth Inſtant, from Captain William Douglas, not at- 
„ tending his Duty, on account of his Indiſpoſition, and 
<4 with Extrads of his Letters at our IE. 0%. given us, are 
of Opinion, that they are dowmiight Equivocations of his 
% Duty;” what other Meaning can be but this, that all that 
Captain Douglas has ſaid in his Letters, &c. eſpecially that 
of the gth, as to his Indiſpoſition, is to evade his Duty. by 
pretended Sickneſs ; in caſe this ſhould not plainly be under- 
Rood, they obſerve towards the End, that they had been in 
the Service between ſeventeen and twenty Years, and never 
neglected their Duty when ordered, plainly implying, that 
Captain Douglas had neglected his; and immediately after 

they ſay, how he ſhould endeavour to impoſe on them, 


Mete, The Words between the Parenthefis, are put here as from Captain 
Douglas; but it was the Anſwer by the Court. | . | 

- > Note, Captain Douglas obſerved that the Original appeared witiated and 
eraſed. Vide Duplicate to compare with Original. ide Duplicate, © ir 18. 
Fide Original, They are with an 3. to Equivocation. e 
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to do his Dnty, to the 31ſt of March? 


[34] 


« they cannot account for.” I conceive there can be Ne 
Fe of Duty, if an Officer is prevented from doing it 
y "Sickneſs, or other evident Neceſſity, as is contai in 


my Letter, of the gth of March; it is therefore plain, that 


they can mean no other, than that Captain Douglas is not 
fick, only preten ing to be ſo +. 


Mr. PRESIDENT and Queries of the PI 


I fhall now beg Leave to call ſome Witneſſes to prove, 
that | was not in a State of Health to admit my coming to 


| Quarters, or to do Duty, from the J3oth of November to the 


1ſt of April, and that will correſpond with my Letters. 


Captain Douglas deſired the following Witneſſes _ be 
examined in ſupport of his Defence. 


Doftor ROBERT KNOX Phyfician to his Maj me” 
Hoſpitals for the Army, being ſworn, was examined, 


Q. (By Captain Douglas) Did not he on him from the 


e of Nævember laſt? 


A. He did. 
2: Was he in a proper Situation to repair to Quarters, er 


A. He does not think he was. 
D* Did not he adviſe him to go out at Times to whe tis 


Air ? | 
A. He did, ſeveral Times, in a Chair, Fa once in 2 


Coach. 


2. Whether he did not hear Ciotels Douglas expreſs him- 
delt in an anxious Manner to get to Quarters ? 

A. He did. 

2. Did not he give a Certificate directed to the Com- 
manding Officer at Quarters, dated the 1ſt of December laſt, 
ſigned alſo by Mr. Szuth "Ys of Captain Douglas's then 
Situation of Health. 

A. Fe did. 

Captain William Douglas deſired the Certificate by be pro- 
4 and this Witneſs aſked, if it was the original one 


* 


+ Note, 8 Dovglas then wid. to be informed bs the Court, whether 
they did not underſtand the Remonſtranee in that Light? The Prefident an- 
ſwered, © They did underfland it in that Light, and in no other. 

N. B. Captain Douglas calls. his Witneſſes to prove it falſe. 


ſigned 
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by him ? The Certificate was ſhown to the Wirneſs, 
who ſaid it was. 
The Witneſs acquainted the Kun that it would be very 
inconvenient to continue at this Place, till the Trial of the 
Three Captains, and prayed to be diſmiſſed, which was 
granted by«the Court. 

Captain Perkins then deſired Leave to croſs· examine the 
Witneſſes at this Time, as he would not have an Opportu- 
nity of doing it, when he came upon his own T rial. 


The Court being cleared, the Queſtion was put, Wh: ther 
Captain Perkins might be permitted then to examine the 
Witneſs, Doctor Knox, in ſome particulars, that might be 
neceſſary for his Defence ? 


The Court was of Opinion, that it might be permitted. 


9. ( By Captain Periins) Did Doctor Knox attend Captain 
| N . between the Months of November 1763, and 
„„ 

3 When his Complaints were bad, he viſited him daily, 
and as often as it was neceſſary, during the Period mentioned 
in the Queſtion, ſometimes ſome Days intervened betwixt 
the Viſits, but, to the beſt of his Knowledge, he faw him 
every Week during that Time, 

Was Captain Douglas extremely ill during all that 
Time? 
A. He apprehends that Queſtion is anſwered already, when 
he mentioned his being incapable in that Time, of executing 
any Military-Duty out of Doors. 
2, Of what Nature was his Complaint during the fore- 
mentioned Time ? 
A. The firſt Complaint he ſaw him in was a Rheumatick 
Fever, which continued for ſeveral Weeks, then remitted ; 
after which he had an attack of a purging of Blood, when 
that was ſtopped, the Gout fell into both his Hands, whch 
was his Jaſt omplaint, and continued with 1 ing and Di- 
bility till the 3 iſt of March 

. Whether during the Time that Cale Douglas had 
the Complaint of the Gout, he was not able to take a Journey 
of Six Hours to Quarters, or at any other Time between 


Wore, It is neceſſary to * here, that a Mr. Kirke attended as Council, 
| or Aſſiſtant, to the Three Captains, and ſtocd cloſe behind Captain Peking, 
W him on this Occaſion. 

BD. the 


1 
the Month of November 1703, and April 1764, without en- 
dangering his Life? 

1. He cannot take upon himſelf to ſay, that ſuch a Jour- 
ney would have endangered his Life, but, as a Phyſician he 
ſays, it would have endangered his future Health. 

9. Whether Captain Douglas was ever at Mr. Knox's Houſe 
during the aforefaid Period, and how often ? 

A. Never but once or twice, to the beſt of his Knowledge, 
ape that was in a Chair, and by his Advice and Deſire. 

How long might Captain Douglas tay at a a Time, at 
his? ouſe at theſe Viſits ? 

A. Three, Four, or Five Hours, but he cannot charge 
his Memory with the particular Time. 

2; What is meant by a temporary llInefs ? 


He does not . it a Op Queſtion for him to 
anſwer. 


Crown Douglas then ard to give his Meaning of that 
Word as follows: 


That by a temporary Illneſs he meant, that the Illneſs was 
not ſuch as would render him an _ always unfit 955 
Service, but only for a Time +. | 


Mr. ROBERT SMITH Surgeon, being ils ſworn, 
was examined. 

2 (By Captain Douglas) Did not he cater Captain Douglas 
in Ne Sickneſs, from the Be inning of * 1763, to 
the latter End of March 17 3, 

A. He did. 

WJ Was not Captain Deaglas very ill moſtly, and, for the 
wh ee unable to do his Duty with any Degree of 
Safety ? 
* : From about the Middle of November, when his Rheu- 
matick Fever made its ſecond attack, it was humbly his Opi- 
nion, that he was quite unfit for Duty. | 

QA Did he not adviſe Captain Douglas, at Times when the 
Weather was moderate, to go out and take the Air? 
When his Diſorders which appeared in different Shapes, 
and the Weather would permit, he did adviſe Captain Douglas 
ſo to do. | 


1 And that, when he recovered FECK his Ulineſs, he 3 be as able to de 
his 298 Dury 4 Ab be did before. | 
. 2, Whether 


4 


perform in the Chirurgical Way? 


2. Whether Captain Douglas did not at Times expreſs 
to him an Anxiety to get to Quarters to do his Duty? _ 
A. Re did. 8 8 
D. Whether Captain Douglas did not often Viſit him at his 
Houſe, before he fell ill? | | 1 5 
A, He did, ny ies N 
e eee, Captain Douglas was ever at his Houſe after 
the Middle of November?? 5 OE. 
A. Not, conſiſtent with his Memory. 


Mr. Smith acquainted the Court, that it would be yery in- 


convenient to him to continue longer here, therefore deſired 
to be diſmiſſed. 


Captain Perkins then deſired Leave to croſs-examine him, 


as he would not have an Opportunity of doing it, when he 


came upon his own Trial, if he was diſmiſſed. 
Captain Perkins's Requeſt was granted. 
Mr. SMITH further examined. 


O, (By Captain Perkins) Did he attend Captain Dowglas 
daily from the Month of November 1763, to April 1764. 
A. He has attended him fometimes twice a Day, but not 
daily through the whole Period mentioned, as his Diſorder 
did not require it. - | : 

D: What was the greateſt Space or Interval betwixt the 
Viſits during that Time:? ; . 

A. He cannot anſwer it preciſely, but he thinks not ex- 
1 hree or Four Days. | | , 

Q: Was Captain Douglas never abroad during that Period, 
from November to April laſt, to his Knowledge? 
A. He never ſaw him abroad, to the beſt of his Remem- 
brance, during that Period. 


Was Captain Douglas always at home, when he viſited 
him as a Surgeon, during that Period! | 


A. He has upon ſome Occafions viſited at“ Captain Doug- 
las's Lodgings, when he did not ſee Captain Douglas, but was 


told that he was upon the Bed. 


Q. In the ſeveral Times he attended Captain Douglas, 
during his Ilineſs in the ſaid Period, what Operations did he 


5 


®* Mr. Szith was acquainted with, and viſited the People of the Houſe. 


„ 

A. Bled him once, but is uncertain whether it was in 
October or November laſt, and, in the ſaid Period, gave him 
w Medicines. 1 IPRS po 
2. Was Captain Douglas ſo ill, from the Beginning of No- 
vember to the latter End of March, as not to be able to take 
a Journey of ſix Hours, without endangering his Life? 
A. On ſome Occaſions, at the Beginning of the Rhumatick 
Diſorder, ſuch a Journey might have endangered his Life, 
and alſo at ſome other particular Times of his Diſorder in 
the ſame Period, but at ſome other Times, he might perhaps 
have taken ſuch a Journey, without endangering his Life, 
but not conſiſtent with his Health. VVV 

9. If Air and Exerciſe was neceſſary, was not the Country 
moit adviſeable for him, in his temporary Illneſs ? 
A. He did adviſe Captain Douglas to take the Air when 
the Weather would permit, but he did not think it would 
have been adviſeable for Captain Douglas to take a Journey 
into the Country, at that Time of the Year. 

©. At what Diſtance did he live from Captain Douglas's 
Lodgings in London? n BT 

A. He lives in Great Pultney Sireet, and Captain Douglas's 
Lodgings were in Spring- Gardens. . | 

DS. Whether Mr. Smith can explain what is meant by oc- 
caſional or temporary Illneſs ? : 
A. He does not pretend to explain the Terms Captain 
Douglas, or any other Perſon, may have occaſion to uſe. 

9. (By Captain Douglas) Is the Certificate ſhewn, the ori- 
gina 8 ſigned by him, dated the iſt of December 1763 ? 

„It 1s. : 


Captain Douglas deſired Leave to call a Witneſs to his Ge- 
neral Character, as it would be inconvenient to the Gentle- 
man to ſtay longer at this Place. 


CAPTAIN PETER PARKER, of the Royal Navy, 
being ſworn, was examined, Th 
2. (By. Captain Douglar) Did he ſucceed Captain Leſlir, 
in the Command of the Briſtal, in the Mes- Indies? 


A. At Guardaloupe, in January 1759, he ſucceeded Captain 
Tote in the Command of the Bri/tol. MF 


* Many ſtrong Medicines, 


2. Did 
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2. Did not Captain Douglas ſerve under his Command in 
that Ship ? : 
2 What did Captain es- hy to l 8 

. What did Captain ſay to him, in regard to Cap- 
We doi upon his de bee in the ſaid Command? 
A. Captain Leſlie gave him an extreme good Character of 
Captain Douglas, and, when he took the Command, he found 
the Marines as well diſciplined, and in all Reſpects as well 
appointed as any Marines in the Squadron, and he never 
gave Captain Douglas any Orders, that were not immediately 

and punctually executed. 8 ; 
O. If he knows from the Ship's Books, the Time he came 


| to the Briſſal, and from whence? | | 
Board the Bri/lol, the 1eth 


A. Captain Douglas entered on 
of April 1756, from the Prince George, agreeable to his Me- 
morandum, he has taken thereof, from the Books. 

Mr. JOHN HARE Perukemaker in Lendin, being ſworn, 
* 2 bes) Did be = . FR OY 

. aptain Douglas) Di attend Captain Douglas 
from | oe ne pros of November laſt, to the 31ſt of March, 
as a Barber to ſhave and dreſs him? | 
A. He did three or four Times a Week, conſtantly, 
O: Had he not Reaſon to think Captain Denglas was ill, 
from his own Obſervation, during the ſaid Time ? 
A. He had Reaſon to think, while he attended him, that 
Captain Douglas was very back. f | 


This Witneſs, being under a Neceſſity of going to London, 
Captain Perkins deſired, and was permitted to croſs-examine 
him for the Purpoſe of his own Defence, when he ſhall come 
upon his Trial. 1 


Mr. H A R E croſs-examined, 


D. (By Captain Perkins) Has he not frequently dreſſed 
Caprain { Hair, and how often between the Months 
of November 1763, and April 1764? - | 

A. He has frequently dreſſed his Hair in that Time, in 
5 N to appear properly in the Houſe, but cannot tell how 


. 


9, Whether he is frequently called to dreſs Gentlemens 
Hair, who ace indiſpoſed, and confined to the Houle ? 


D4 A. 


| Pe 


4 ves . 


The Court was adjourned till edu Morni at 
5 Nine . / TM 


Os ORE the gth of Mar, 1764. 
Treg Counr-MARTIAL met according to Adjournment, . 
| Captain DovcLas proceeded in his Defence: 


Mr. Gronck Dover Ass Fort-Adjutant of Berwick- Lew: 
Tweed, being ſworn, was examined. 


2 BY Captain Douglas, Did he often come to ſee Captain 


Douglas between the 1it of November and the 31ſt of 
* laſt? 


A. He did. 
4 e not Captain Douglas ill a all that Time ? 


ill. | 
Di he not often ſee Captain Douglas obliged to g0 to 


BY after Dinner, becauſe he was not able to ſit vp? i 
A. He did. 


N. not Captain Douglas often ſend him upon Buſineſs 
o 


nſequence to a Perſon, to whom he could not go him- 
ſelf with Safety, though only a- croſs the Street? 
A. He did very often. 


Captain Douglas reſts the Proof of his Defence, i in _ ; 


to his Sickneſs *. - 
Colonel MACKENZIE again examined, 


©. (By Captain Douglas ) How did Captains Cockburn, 


| Perkins, and Hayes, get the Extracts of Captain Dougles' 
Letters t ? 


A, Captain Cockburn deſired to have the Extracis of Captain 
Douglas's Letters, to enable him to make a fair Remonſtrance 
to the Admiralty of the Reaſons why Captain Douglas did 


not take his proper Tour of Duty, which muſt neceſſarily 


+ 4. Yes, Gentlemen chuſe to be clean in the Houſe as well as abroad, 


There were two other TOR, but the Court ar it n to ex- 
amine them. 


1 To Colonel Mackenzie, 


affect 


re 
affe& and hurt him; which Extras were delivered to him 
publickly in the orderly Room by the Adjutant in the Preſence of 
ſeveral Officers, and were publickly known at the Diviſion. 
9. Was the Remonſtrance brought to him by one or all 
| three of the ſaid Captains. : 
A. It was brought to him by Captain Cockburn on a Sum- 
day, he thinks the..11th of March laſt. 
©. Did Captain Cockburn deſirè the Remonſtrance to be 
ſent to the Admiralty ? — | 
A. He did, and his Letter to Colonel Maclenxie deſiring it 
was produced and read, | 


Captain Douglas then deſired that what he had delivered 
to the Court in his Defence might be read over to him, in 
order to avoid making Repetitions in what he thought ne- 
ceſſary to add, | | 

The ſame was read. | 5 5 

Colonel Mackenzie then begged Leave of the Court to 
obſerve, that Captain Douglas, in his Defence, had called 
his Letter of the 6th of December to Colonel Mackenzie, a 

rivate Letter, (Paragraphs of which have been read) which, 
* cannot but conſider as a Cenſure upon him for making it 
publick, therefore deſired the Favour of the Court to. read 
the ſaid Letter, and give its Opinion, whether it can be 
looked on as a private or publick Letter, as he always cun- 
ſidered it as a publick one. 5b | N 
The Court was cleared +, and the Letter read, the Queſ- \ 
tion was put, whether the Letter ought to be looked upon 
as a private or a publick one. | 

The Court was unanimouſly of Opinion, that it was a 
publick Letter 5. | 

Captain Douglas acquainted the Court, that he intended it 
as a private Letter upon Colonel Mactenzie s returning the 
8 which Tranſaction he meant ſhould not be pub- 


+ Note, The Court was cleared only once this Day, before they cleared to give 
| Sentence, and that was on Captain Douglas s Motion to filence Colonel Ma- 
kenzie, accompanied with his Requeſt. / | : 

§ The Interruption about this Letter was the Day before at the Word private 
Letter of Captain Douglar's. Defence, and prior to the Examination of his Wir- 


N. B. There is a wide Difference between producing a whole Letter, and 
giving partial Extracts out of it. | | . 
— * Captain Deuglas obſerved “ that he meant it as a private Letter, and that 
Colonel Mackenzie had made it a publick one, by publiſhing it.“ | 


„ ; Colonel 
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Colonel Mackenzie then deſired Leave further to obſerve. to 
the Court, that as Captain Douglas ſeemed to cenſure + him 
for returning his Certificate to him, he deſired Leave to give 
his Reaſons for ſo doing, either to be introduced in the 
Courſe of the Proceedings, or to be laid before them in a 

. detached Paper to be annexed to the ſame 3. | 
Type Court being cleared and Colonel Mackenzie's Requeſt 
confidered, was of Opinion that the Proceedings of the 
Court ſhould not be further interrupted, but that Colonel 
Mackenzie might give in to the Court in a detached Paper 
ſuch- Obſervations as he might think neceſſary for his Vindi- 

cation to be annexed to the Proceedings of the Trial. 
Captain Dexglas acquainted the Court, that what he had 
mentioned he thought neceſſary for his Defence 5, but in- 
tended no Reflection on Colonel Mackenzie *. N 


He then proceeded thus: : 
I beg Leave to acquaint the Court, that my Reaſon for 
not ſending the Certificate || of the State of my Health upon 
receiving Colonel Mactenzie s Orders of the 4th of Marc 
was, becauſe there was to be a General Court- Martial, where 
the Phyſician and Surgeon would be examined on Oath, 


Mr. Preſident, and Gentlemen of the Court, 
Vou have now heard the Witneſſes examined in regard to 
my Sickneſs, who have given their Evidence, I humbly hope, 
in a clear and diftint Manner concerning my llIneſs from 
the Beginning of November to the 31ſt of March laſt, which 
1 hope will prove fully ſatisfactory to this Court- Martial, as 


to the Reality of my Sickneſs, and Diſability to do Duty 


+ The Cenſure on Colonel Mackenzze for returning Captain Douglas's Certi- 
ficate was the ſecond Paragraph of Captain Dougla:s Letter of the 6th of De- 
cember, as he obſerved to the Court. | 

1 As this was the bird Time that Colonel Mackenzie bad taken upon him 

to interrupt Captain Douglas in his Defence, and the Proceedings of the Court, 
he found it neceſſary, as well for the Sake of the Juſtice, as of the Regularity 
of the Proceedings of the Court, to move © to filence Colonel Mackensi: for 
the future, except when on Oath; and Colonel Mackenzic's Requeſt followed 
thereon, and he was filenced accordingly as above. | | | | 
That he was not artacking Colonel Mackenzie, becauſe be wwas mot trying. 
It. is left to the whole Tenor of Captain Douglas's Defence, as well before as 
after this, whether Captain Dawglas concerned himſelf, if by inveſtigating the 
Truth any Reflection was laid on Colonel Maclenxie, or any one elſe. . 
* Captain Dovg/as was eſtabliſhing Facts in his Defence, that were extremely 
necefſary, and if they any Way affected Colonel Mackenzie, it was intirely the 
Conſequence _ own I all Cap 
There could be no other Certificate till Captain Douglas got an Anſwer to 
bis Leer of the gth of March. > ON 
FEAT 2 | 


during 


e oO 


Court, who, i 


during that Time, and will be a Means of the Court giving 
mpu- 


| ſuch a Sentence, as m ; Some clear .me from the 


tation contained in the : monſtrance, and the Charge of 
Diſobedience to Orders _ — without _ in con- 

jence of the /azzular Remonſtrance, equ ly unprece- 
me both in 2 Nature of it, and the Manner in which it 
has been tranſadtad, which to clear myſelf from muſt be more 
owing to my Innocence, and the Juſtice of the Court, than 
any thing elſe, and I hope it will be found not at all unlucky that 
this happened upon me, in the real Circumſtances of my 
Caſe, and may be a Means of preventing ſuch Behaviour for 
the Future *; I hope the Court will be pleaſed to conſider 
the Nature of this Accuſation, that, at the Time when an 
Officer who was ſick in London, and had taken all the pro- 
proper Methods to acquaint the Commanding Officer with his 
Illneſs, he ſhould have ſuch a Complaint tranimitted againſt 
him to the Lords of the Admiralty, without his having any 


previous Intimation, after his Letter of the gth of March, ac- 


knowledged to be before the Captains in this Remonſtrance, 


is a Thing | believe new and extraordinary. It gives me great 


Concern to be reduced to the Neceſſity of bringing this Aﬀaie 
before a General Court-Martial, but there was no other Step 
left for me to take to clear myſelf; I humbly hope the Court 
will find all my Letters and Condud? during the whole Affair, 


to be proper on the Occaſien, and that theſe Letters ſhewed a 


ſtrong Inclination to do my proper Duty, if there had been a 
Poſſibility of my doing ſo, and not prevented by Sickneſs, © 


Mr. Preſident, and Gentlemen of the Court, 

I think it unneceſſary to lengthen out my Defence by 
adding any thing further, but leave it to the Deciſion of the 
e. Innocence ſhall appear, will do that 

Juſtice to my Reputation which I have Reaſon to expect 
from Judges of Honour and Diſcernment, therefore beg 


> : 


Leave to cloſe my Defence. 


Captain Douglas then obſerved; that many Perſons who 
have heard of the Charge that has been brought againſt him 
might not have had Opportunities of knowing his former 
Conduct and Character, he therefore deſired the Favour, 
that the Court would hear his Character from two Gentle- 
men, who have long had Opportunities of knowing him; 


| ® It is neceſſary to obſerve that there was a Stop here, Captain Douglas being 
— ill he could not proceed, and obliged to move ſor Leave to withdraw for ſome 


N | Lo 
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| and alſo deſired that the Court would permit ſome I. etters to 


be read on the ſame Subject, from Gentlemen with whom 
he had ſerved ; both which Requeſts were granted. 


The two Gentlemen, Major Claud Hamilton of the Chatham 
Diviſion of Marines, and Lieutenant Madam Oſborn of the 
Royal Navy, were heard ; and the Letters were read from 
the following Gentlemen, wiz. e 


Colonel Robert Melvlll, Governor of the Granadees. 
Thomas Hamoay, Eſq; Commiſſioner of the Navy. 


Captain Jobn Montagu, EO 
Captain Lalbar Refs, | of the Navy. 
Captain Charles Middleton, ) 


And all agreed t, in repreſenting Captain Douglas's Cha- 
rater unexceptionable, as an Officer and Gentleman; and 
the Writers of the Letters declare therein, that they would 
have perſonally attended his Trial if their Affairs would have 
permitted them. : I is 

All Perſons then withdrew. 


The Opinion of the Court was then taken, whether they 
ſhould paſs Sentence upon Captain Douglas before or after the 
Trial of the three Captains; the Court agreed to proceed to 
the Sentence-on Captain Douglas before the ſucceeding Trials. 


IHE Court. Martial, upon due Conſideration of 
the whole Matter before them, is of Opinion, 
that Captain Filliam Douglas is not guilty of a Wil- 
ful Abſence from Quarters and Diſobedience to Or- 
ders, and that his Sickneſs was a ſufficient Reaſon for 


not attending his Duty; therefore the Court acquits 
him with Honour. „„ = | 


Rich. BENDYSHE, Preſident. 


The Court adjourned till Thurſday Morning at 10 o Clock. 


1 


+ Vide Letters No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Ce. annexed herewith. 
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Von Hayes, are therefore now to be tried 


Tuvnspar Mar 10th, 1764. 
Tur Covxr being met according to Adjourniment, 5 


The Warrant was read for the Trial of the Captains George 
Cuclburn, James Perkins, and John Hayes, of the Chatham 
_ Diviſion of Marines. | 


I T being obſerved that Captain Perkins's Chriſtian Name 
was John in the Warrant, whereas it is James; he was 
aſked by the Court if he objected to being tried, as there 
was ſuch a Miſtake of his Name in the Warrant, tho' he is 
therein pointed out as one of the Captains who. ſigned the 
Remonſtrance. = 


Captain Perkins made no Objection to be tried. 


. Captain GEORGE COCKBURN, Captain JAMES 
PERKINS, and Captain JOHN HAYES, of the Chatham 
Diviſion of Marines, came Priſoners before the Court, and 
the following Charge was exhibited againſt them, viz. 


0 \ \ JHereas Captain William Douglas of the Chatham Divi- 

" ſion of Marines has aſſerted, that a Remonſtrance 
* ſigned by the three Captains, George Cockburn, James Per- 
Lins, and Fohn Hayes, contains a falſe and malicious Accu- 
% ſation, and requeſted of the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
% Admiralty, by his Letter, of the 14th of March laſt, that 
„the ſaid Captain George Cockburn, Captain James Perkins, 
and Captain 7% Hayes, may be tried at a General Court- 
„Martial, for having falſely and malicioufly accuſed him, 
and thereby behaved themſelves in a manner unbecoming 
© the Character of Officers and Gentlemen.“ b 


« The ſaid Captains, George Cockburn, James Perkins, and 


For falſely and maliciouſly accuſing Captain J/7liam 
% Douglas of the Chatham Diviſion of Marines, and thereby 
* behaving themſelves unbecoming the Character of Officers 
and Gentlemen,” | | 


Captain Douglas's Letter of the 14th of March laſt to the 
Secretary of the Admiralty was read, of which the follow- | 


ing is a Copy, viz. 
London, 


46 
% BE pleaſed to lay before my Lords Commiſſioners, the 
4 1 


incloſed Copy of a Remonſtrance (a Duplicate of which 


J have ſent me from Quarters) made to their Lordſhips 
& againſt me, by Captain George Cockburn, Captain John , 
and, as they aſſert, by Captain Pertins, of the Chatham Di- 
viſion of Marines; at it contains an Accuſation, falſe, 
malicious, and highly injurious of a Reputation I have 


cc 

Gt 

c been at ſome Pains to eſtabliſh, during a Service of Twenty 
« Years; and as the faid Captains have raſhly made a public 
6C 


Matter of it, without giving themſelves Time privately to 
« enquire into the Merits of the Cauſe; I am under the 
« Neceflity in mere Self- Defence hereby to deſire that their 
& Lordſhips may order a General Court-Martial t try me, 


ic that I may clear my Character of their falſe Imputation ; and 
* the above-named Captain George Cockburn, Captain John 


« Hayes, and Captain Perkins, if he has ſigned the unprece- 
« dented Remonſtrance in Queftion, may by the ſame Ge- 
« neral Court- Martial be tried for having falſely and mali- 
<-cioufly accuſed me, and thereby behaving themſelves in a 
„ Manner unbecoming the Character of Officers and Gen- 
„ tlemen. Tas Sr, 


85 5 « Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
On his Majeſty's Service. 
4 To Philip Stephens, Eſq,” 


The Remonſtrance * was then read, a Copy of which is: 
already inſerted in the 17th Page. | . 


4 


Captain Douglas then delivered himſelf to the Court as, 
follows: | 5 


Mr. Preſident, and Gentlemen of the Court, - 
I am truly ſorry to give you the Trouble of the follow- 
ing Trial, after the great Indulgence you have favoured me, 
with during my own, but this Affair was in Appearance to, 
me at the Time of ſo bad a Nature, that J thought I ſhould, 
neither have done Juſtice to my own Reputation, injuriouſly 
and publickly attacked, nor to the Service, if I had not given 
the ſaid Captains a Chance of falling into the ſame Pit, they 


The Duplicate incloſed in Captain Denglus's Letter of the 19th of March 
was read on this Occaſion, 


were 


London, March 14, 1764. 


«© Witt. Doucl As. 
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were + in ſo raſh and unprecedented a Manner in Appearance 
contriving for me. It is but juſt and neceſſary, and more 
eſpecially when it is conſidered, in what Manner the Com- 

laint was made, directly to the Commanding Officer, and 
immediately tranſmitted to the Lords of the Admiralty, with- 
out their giving me the ſmalleſt Notice thereof until it was 
done, and by that Means, not in my Power by any Steps to 
prevent, conſidering at the ſame Time my then Itlneſs. It 
always has been my good Fortune to do my own Duty 
during a long Service, and it has always been my With to 
do ſo. The ExtraQts out of my Letters, fo far from giving 
any Grounds of Complaint, ought to have prevented even a_ 
Repreſentation-as to my Duty, far leſs ſuch a one, contain- 
ing an Accuſation of ſo high a Nature, as to brmg on me the 
heavy Charge of Diſobedience to Orders, and Abſence with< 
+ it Leave. The Remonſtrance itſelf is of ſo ſingular a 
Nature both in the Stile and Manner of it, that it is nece(- 
ſary to make fome Obſervations on it, which I beg Leave to 
do, though it will be unneceſſary to inſert them here, as 
they already appear in my Defence (in Page 32 and 33). 
That the Accuſation contained in the Remonſtrance is 
falſe I hope is evidently proved, beyond Contradiction, by 
my Evidence concerning my Sickneſs, as to the malicious 
Intent, the Remonſtrance itſelf may be conſidered partly in 
that Light, and ſome Things may“ appear upon Evidence to 
that purpoſe : I cant help mentioning the croſs Examination 
on three of my Witneſſes on the 8th, if it may be conſtrued 
in that manner. I am truly unwilling to be ſevere, I only 
wiſh I could be leſs ſo, with any Propriety to myſelf; The 
Juſtification of myſelf, in the moſt ample Manner, was al- 
ways my chief Aim, therefore I don't chuſe to ſay any thing 
further that may only ſerve to enflame.. It muſt be admitted 
theſe three Captains being tried is entirely their own Seeing, 
and I ſhall leave their Sentence to the Humanity as well as 
Juſtice of this General Court- Martial. 

I refer to what J have. produced in my own Defence to 
prove that theſe Gentlemen, when they ſent the ſaid Re- 
monſtrance, were, by the Extracts of my Letters communi- 
cated to them, acquainted with my Ilineſs, but I fhall add na- 
thing further upon this Subject, unleſs the ſaid three Captains 
thall give me Occaſion by their Defence to make a Reply, 


* 

+ Extract from Captain Deuglas's Minutes, wiz. ** they were in ſo tach and. 

« unprecedented a Manner contrived for me.“ | 
Has appeared. . | 
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ceſſary to ſupport & the Charge I brought againſt them. 


and referred alſo to what he ſaid, and the Evidence of the 


Court, viz. © I refer to what I produced in my «on Defence to prove, that 


hy: Sickneſs, 


a0. 
in that caſe I beg Leave to call ſuch Witneſſes as may be ne- 


Captain COCKBURN was then called on his Defence, 
and deſired the following Papers might be read + as his Defence, 


Witneſſes he called as is inſerted in the preceding Trial, 
Fage a on 0 . 
The Requeſt was granted. 
Copies of Captain Cackburn's Papers as follow : 

Mr. Preſulent, and Gentlemen of the Court, 


I am heartily ſorry any Affair I am concerned in ſhould 
have been conſidered in ſuch a diſadvantageous Light as to 

ive Trouble by bringing it before you: This Sentiment 

ads me to premiſe to the Court, that I never meant (nor 
do I believe the other Gentlemen did) any real Hurt to Cap- 
tain Douglas by remonſtrating. For my own Part, I do not 
xecolle& that I ever converſed or had any Communication 
with him whatever; and conſequently could not have any 
malicious Intent in what I did; I only wanted. (and ſo did 
they) he ſhould do his Duty in his proper Turn, and that 
was my only Motive for ſigning it; which the Extracts from 
his Letters (already laid before the Court) and hearing he 
was ſeen walking abroad in ſeeming Health, which Captain 
Perkins told | me he ſaw, ſufficiently authoriſed me to do. 
Aod my Reaſons for ſo acting will appear ſtronger when l 
tell the Court, that I was next in Duty to Captain Douglas, 
and likely to'be 1 reatly aggrieved 4 by being ſent on his 
Duty to the Veſt Indies, from which I returned not much 
above ten Months ago, in a very bad State of Health, ſo 
that it is not to be wondered at that I took every reaſonable 
Step in my Power to procure Redrefs againſt ſo apparent an 


& Extract from Captain Douglas's Minutes (xorote by the Judge Advocate) in 


% theſe Gentlemen made and ſent the ſais Remonſtrance, and were by the 
« Extracts of my Letters communicated to them, acquainted with my Ulnefſ: ; 
« but if the Captains by their Defence ſhould give me Occaſion to make 4 
6 Reply, I beg Leave then to call fuch Witneſſes as may be neceſſary to ſupport 
cc xe,” : 


* Here Captain Cockburn applied for Leave to uſe the Papet he gave in when 
on Oath, | 1 
Vide Queſtion at the End to Captain Perkins, 


Captain Douglas was taking the proper Steps to prevent any being injured by 
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Imury. Vet if there be found any Phraſe in this Remotr- 
| trance, that is thought injurious to his Character, I ſincerely 
wiſh it had been omitted. However, ſince J am called on to 
account for any Charge therein contained, the harſheſt ex- 
preſſions in it, I preſume the Court will find, as far as re- 
lates to Opinion, to be juſtifiable on the moſt ſolid Principles 
of Reaſon and common Senſe, and my foundation For think- 
ing ſo is deduceable from Facts, which have already been of- 

fered to the Court. — VFC | 


GEoRGE Cock BURN. 


Ar. Preſudent, and Gentlemen of the Court, 


T* muſt now beg Leave to obſerve, that when myſelf, 
Captains Perkins and Hayes, wrote + our Letter to their Lord- 
ſkips' of the 11th of March Jaſt, complaining of Captain 
Douglas's Abſence from Quarters, we had not the leaſt ma- 
licious Thought, or ill- natured Intent, againſt Captain Doug- 
tas; nay, upon Honour, we never had; all we meant was, 
that Captain Douglas ſhould repair & to his Quarters, and do his 
Duty agreeable to the Raſter, and take his proper Turn in caſe 
of being order'd on Sea Service, which actually happened; 
and this, and this only, occaſioned our keaffly Remonſtrance ; 
but when Captain. Douglas returned to his Duty we were all 
of us intirely fatisfied, and never wiſhed, intended, or wrote 
for, any Court- Martial, or ſuſpected ſuch a Thing to hap- 
pen, much leſs to be called on in the Light of Proſecutors. 
or Evidence againſt Captain Douglas; on the contrary, we 
would have readily joined in any Act that could with Ho- 
nour and Propriety been propoſed by Captain Douglas to have 
prevented ſuch a diſagreeable Aﬀair happening, and the 
Trouble you Gentlemen that compoſe this Court muſt of 
Neceſſity have upon the Occaſion: And our only Wiſh 
now is, and we flatter ourſelves, we ſhall be able to vindicate 
ourſelves in regard to our + Letter of the 11th of March laſt. 
to their Lordſhips, which we then thought ourſelves under 
the Neceſlity of writing, and that we had juſt, very juſt 
Cauſe for ſo doing. And we apprehend it will appear that, 


* This is the Paper read by Captain Cockb:rn when called on Oath, 

& The Admiralty's Order of the 3d of March, referred to in the Remon- 
France, was for the fiiſt Captain on the Roſter, to ſer out d:rc&!y to Jamaica, 
iu. Rem | | = 

+ There was a Letter with the Remonſtrance ſame Date. | 

Note, Suppoſe the Roſter, on Examination, had been found wrong, 2 ö 

| taat 
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-that very Act immediately t brought Captain Devglas to his 
* Quaiters, after near Eleven * Moe Abſence, with and 
without Leave, all which we flatter ourſelves will fully ap- 
2 to the Court, to whoſe impartial Judgment we with 
leaſure and great Satisfaction ſubmit ourſelves. 


. 


Georce CockBurn, 
„ og PERKINS was then called on to make his De- 
ce. TB» | 
He begged Leave (which was granted) to read a Paper 
| bag 17 his Defence, which he delivered to the Court, as 
tollows: | Eo Gs 


Mr. Preſident, and Gentlemen of the Court, 


On the 10th of March Captain Cockburn came and ac- 
quainted me, that he was put in Orders to hold himſelf in 
Readineſs for Sea Duty ; he was apprehenſive that he ſhould 
be immediately embarked on board the Tartar in the room of 
Captain Dovglas, whoſe + Duty it was by the Roſter, that he had 
applied to Colonel Mackenzie, and made known to h:m the 
Hardſhips it would be in cafe he ſhould be obliged to go, as 
he could not be ſuppoſed to be prepared, at ſo ; wh a — 

for a foreign Voyage, who told him, that if he thought 
himſelf injured, he might conſult with the other Captains 
upon it, as he rd. it concerned the Whole, then aſked 
me my Opinion, and whether I was willing to join in a Re- 
monſtrance to the Admiralty in Behalf of ourſelves. and to 
requeſt Leave that Captain Douglas might be ordered for his 
proper Tour of Duty ; and as he had made no voluntary 
- Attempt to repair to Quarters, or giving a ſatisfactory An- 
ſwer, as was expected from him, on ſuch a particular Occa- 
fion, and his being ſo long abſent, gave us room to ſuſpect, 
he had no Intention of complying with their Lordſhip's Or- 
ger, which of courſe brought the next on Duty for this 
Voyage (and thoſe after might on the ſame account be ob- 
liged alſo to go before their proper Turn) and to avoid it 
I agreed to the Remonſtrance, as I could not but imagine a 
temporary Mlineſs would favour him at different Periods ſuffici- 


*F It was twenty Days after before he came to Quarters. 
Captain Dowug/as left Quarters on Leave of Abſence the 2oth of Faly 1763, 
and returned the iſt of April. 
1 It is never alledged ts be his proper Tour, but his Duty by the Reſter. i 
; | _ ently 


1 
ently to repair to Quarters, is ſo long a Space of Time, 
without endangering his Life ; and whereas a late Circum- 
Nance of a Captain at this Diviſion, (being ordered for the 
ſame § Ship and Voyage) who was ju/tly ſabefted to be ca- 
pable of undertaking his rag notwithſtanding he was re- 
turned ill, and eſcaped it, by Leave granted him to retire on 
Half-Pay, yet it has occaſioned Murmers and Complaints 
by the 7ſt of the Corps; and ever ſince given Reaſon for ſtrong 
Suſpicions on Officers; and if Officers, who have been ſup- 
poſed to have had no material Ilingſs, will act in this manner, 
how can we avoid ſſpecting thoſe, who, for what we know 
to the contrary, may be endeavouring to do the ſame. It 
would 1d become me to endeavour 10 injure any Brother Officer, 
far be it from me; it is not my Inclination (whatever Conſtruc- 
tion may be put on the Impropriety of the Remonſtrance) as 
I cannot but on mature Conſideration, think it done rather 
precipitately, (as our Intention, I may venture to ſay, was 
only to requeſt the Officer for that Duty might be anſwerable for 
it ||, and not defigned materially to injure Captain Douglas, 
or even intended, in any ill- natured Manner, but the Hurry 
we were then put in (the Tartar being under Orders for 
ſailing) called on us for immediate Sees which deprived us of 
our Intention to ſend Captain Douglas fir/i Notice of it; but 
on his repairing to Quarters ſoon after, and Captain Martin 
telling us, that Captain Dauglas thought himſelf injured, and 
at the ſame Time ſeemed + to endeavour to compromiſe 
Matters, we willing to contribute, as much as was in our 
Power, to promote ſo good an undertaking, ſent him a Let- 
ter, of the 5th of April, which, on his affirming, we were 
ready to acquieſce in any Thing becoming Officers to comply 
with, and very ready ta forward-that Harmany neceſſary to 
ſubſiſt amongſt us. : : 3 
On Receipt of our Letter, Captain Douglas ſent his Com- 
pliments by Major Smith f, who told us he ſhould be ſorry 
to be guilty of any ill Manners, but that he could not tell 
haw to anſwer our Letter properly in Writing, by which we 
found our good Intentions rejected, and therefore we were 
been to refer it to the Deciſion of a General Court- 
artial. e . 
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J. Perkins. 


} The Prince Edward before ſhe left Quarters, on November 1it and 6th, 1763, 
According to this, Captain Douglas was to do the Duty as on the Roſter, 
whether it ſhou!d be found on Examination to be his proper Tour or not. | 
IC ptain Martin might likely. 14s 1 don't chuſe to be guilty 
ef ill Manners, duaint them I have received their Notes | 85 


. Captain | 


Douglas gave for his Abſence, as they did by a 


. 3 
Captain Hayes was then called to make his Defence, who 
delivered a Paper, and deſired it might be read by the Judge- 
Advocate, as his Defence, which was granted, and the fol- 


lowing is a Copy thereof, viz. 


Mr. PRESIDENT, and GENTLEMEN of the Court, 


What I have to ſay in my own Vindication for figning the 


 Remonſtrance, of the Eleventh of March laſt, to the Lords 


Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, relative to Captain Milliam 
Douglas's Abſence from Quarters four Months without Leave 
(which we call an Impoſition of extraordinary Duty upon 
the Captains preſent) is, that by the Stile and Manner of 
Expreſſion of his Letters to the Commanding Officer and 
Adjutant, Extrafts of which were produced to me by Captain 
Cockburn, I did not conceive Captain Douglas's Indifpoſition ſo 
violent as to prevent his coming down to Quarters for four 


Months ſucceſſively; and befides, Captain Perkins told me, 
he had ſeen him in Lenden, to all Appearance in tolerable 
good Health, though he did not particularly mention the 


Time when, which induced me to think not long ago; and by 
common Report I had heard, that Captain Douglas had often 
been ſeen abroad during his Abſence, which inclined me to 
believe, that he might apprehend his Illneſs to be more dan- 
gerous than it really was; therefore I thought it neceſſary, 


that the Nature of it ſhould be fully enquired into, which 


was all I intended in Fo, in the above-mentioned Remon- 
ſtrance, as to the Words, Equivocation of Duty, which 
Captain Douglas ſeems to lay fo great a Streſs upon, the Light 
] looked upon that Phraſe in, was, that ſome of the Expreſ- 
ſions in his Letters ſeemed to me to be donbiful, or equivocal, 
as of his Illneſs, which he himſelf calls temporary, or of Hort 
Duration, was only flight or periodical, and could not prevent 
his coming at leaſt to Quarters, in conſequence of their 
Lordſhips repeated Orders, though he poſſibly might not be 
altogether fit for Sea-Duty, nor can it, I humbly conceive, 
be any other Way conſtrued into a falſe and malicious Accu- 
ſation, as Captain Douglas has repreſented it, and I hope the 
Gentlemen of the Court-Martial will be pleaſed to allow 


that the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty themſelves, 


never ſeem to have been ſatisfied with the e ere Captain 
tter dated, 
I think, the 1 3d of March, to the Commanding Officer at 


} The Order ſor the firſt Captain on the Roſter, to go in the Tartar to Ja- 
amica, was dated the 3d of March, : wy ns "15 
| Quarters, 


* 
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Quarters, require him to acquaint their Lordſhips; Caps 

tain (7 os Hon ſo long abſent without Leave, Ries wp . 
a Certificate of his ill State of Health, which he had ſome 
Time before ſent io the Commanding Officer at Quarters, and 
by him tranſmitted to their Lordſhips, was, I believe, then 
ing before them, which I preſume they never re any Atten- 
tion to; which Proceeding of their Lordſhips, I hope may be 
admitted as a Reaſon for the ſeeming Harſhneſs of one Ex- 
preflian or two in the Remonſtrance; I meant not to reflect 

on Captain Douglas's Character as an Officer (I believe it to 
be above any Reflection) though he might poſſibly be miſ- 


taken in the preſent Cafe, by fancying himſelf in a more 


dangerous State of Health then he actually was, eſpecially 
as both his Phyſician and Surgeon have declared in their Evi- 
dence, that he might have come down to Quarters, without 
any ill Conſequences as 10 his Life *, therefore the Accuſation 
1 Captain Douglas terms it) contained in the ſaid Remon- 
rance, will not, I humbly preſume, be looked on as falſe. 
and malicious, as I conceive it to be the Duty of every Of- 
ficer to join his Corps as ſoon as poſſible, even at the Riſque 
of his Life, if abſent from it without Leave, and ordered 
| thereto by his Superiors, as was the Caſe with Captain 
Douglas; Malice I am ſure I could have none againſt him, as 
I never ſaw Captain Douglas in my Life, till his late joining 
the Diviſion, If then the heavy Charge of a falſe and ma- 
licious Accuſation is confuted by the above Reaſons, and the 
Proofs offered in Court, as I hope the Gentlemen of the 
Court- Martial will be of Opinion it is, the other of behav- 
ing unlike Officers and Gentlemen, naturally falls to the 
Ground, which I beg the Court likewiſe will conſider. I 
acknowledge it to have been rather precipitate to remonſtrate 
directly to the Lords of the Admiralty, without previouſly 
acquainting Captain Douglas, but Captain Cockburn being put 
in Orders to hold himſelf in readineſs for Sea-Duty, and 
apprehenſive of going on board the Tartar, in the Room of 
Captain Douglas, who had excuſed himſelf on Account of hes 
ill State of Health, and which Ship was to ſail immediately 
for Jamaica, obliged us to that Precipitancy ; and as the 
Tour of Sea-Duty would thereby have come ſooner upon the 


other Captains, it became a common Cauſe to us all to re- 


monſtrate to their Lordſhips, that Captain Douglas, if able, 
ſhould be ordered to that Duty. = 


vide Doctor Knox and Mr, Smith's Evidence. 
E 3 Al 
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AH which is humbly ſubmitted to the impartial Judgment 
of the Court. R | 


Captain Perkins then defired Leave of the Court to read 2 
Paper which he called a General Defence of the three Captains, 


' which was permitted, and copied as follows, viz. 


Mr. PazsiDenT, and GENTLEMEN of the Court, 


The cruel Epithets of falſe and malicious, that Captain 
William Douglas has affixed on our remonſtrating againft him; 
we flatter ourſelves, will at firſt View, from the very Remon- 
france itſelf, appear to the Court to be unjuſt and groundleſs, 
and to be nothing elſe but the Effects of pure Reſentment; 
we do not pharma. to fland up for the Propriety in the wording 
of the Remonſtrance, it was done haſtily, and we ourſelves 
ſee and allow its Defects; but yet it is evident from it, that 
we founded our Opinion on his own Letters *, and his abſenting 
himſelf from Quarters ; and ſince it is true, that he really 
wrote ſuch Letters |, and was actually abſent without Leave |, 
both being Facts, it follows clearly that Part of his Aﬀertion, 
that relates to Falſhood, ſtands abſolutely and poſitively con- 
futed; and, with reſpect to Malice, that is not even to be 
ſuppoſed ; for how can one entertain Malice againſt a Perſon 
they inow not? and it has appeared to the Court ſome of us 
were entire Strangers to him, and therefore muff neceſſarily be 
exempted from that Charge; moreover, ſuppoſe we may 
have erred in our Opinion, any Miſapprehenſion of that ſort 
can neither affect our Characters as Officers or Gentlemen, 
for where is there one Gentleman that has not erred in Fudg- 
ment on many intereſting Occaſions, without forfeiting that 
Character, or ceaſing to be ſuch? We now proceed to men- 
tion to the Court, that we have ſhred from the Returns 8, 
and Captain Deuglas's own Letters J, that he was abſent 
without Leave , for a conſiderable Time, notwithſtanding 


Partial Extracts given only. 5 . 
+ Captain Doag/as left Quarters on Leave from the Admiralty. . 
ws! Vide Captain Douglas's Letters of the 12th and 15th of November, and Cer- 
| cate, | | CID | 8 A 
This can only affect the Perſon who made the Returns, &c, 10A 
q ae Letters No. Irth, 13th and 17th. | 
: He ws abſent without, Leave, becauſe no Leave was given on the Cere 
K5cate, UU 55 
he 


. 5 
he received a paſtive Order to repair to his Duty from iir: 
Lordſbips, whoſe Humanity and Goodneſs in granting Indul- 
ences to Officers in cafes of real Neceſſity, has been at all 
Times experienced by every Marine Officer that wanted it. 

We have alſo ſhewn in our Remarks on Captain Douglas's - 
Letters, (already laid before the Court) that they were wrote 
in a doubtful, equivocal, and procraſtinating Stile; that, by 
his own Confeſſion, his Illneſs was only temporary; that tho” 
he gave ſome Hints, in moſt of his Letters, to expect him 
ſoon “ at Quarters, yet that he never came till forced by out 
Complaint againſt him to their Lord{hips +. - - . 

We now beg Leave to obſerve to the Court, that all we 
ſet forth in cur Remonſirance || againſt Captain Douglas, we: 
only expreſſed as Matter of Opinion, and the End and ſole 
Deſign of it plainly appears by our only Requeſt to their Lord- 
ſhips, 10 order him to Quarters I, to do his Duty in his proper. 
Turn ; that probable Arguments, beget Opinion, is a Maxim 
univerſally received and acknowledged ; and can there be. 
ſtronger preſumptive Proofs, or mere weighty probable Argu- 
ments, in ſupport of an Opinion, than what we have ſaid 
above, affords in ſupport of ours. But adding theſe, Captain 
Perkins I aQually ſeeing him walking abroad with the external 
Signs of Health, what before was only a well-founded Opi⸗ 
nion, then approaches as near as poſkible to a plain obvious 
Matter of Fact Thus we have ſhewn, putting ever 
the moſt mild Conſtructions on Things, that we could not L 
avoid being of Opinion, that Captain Douglas aimed at ex- W 
cuſing himſelf from his Sea-Duty + to our Prejudice, for that \ 
Reaſon we thought it incumbent on us, in Juſtice to ovur- 
ſelves, the Corps, and the e/fabliſhed Orders SF of their Lordſhips, 
to remonſtrate as we did, and we hope the Court, from what 
we haue offered, will adjudge that we had ui Canſe for ſo 


doing, | | a 

We farther beg Leave to obſerve, that any Proofs of Ill- 
neſs Captain Douglas has produced, or could now poſſibly 
produce, in Juſtification of his long Abſence from his Duty, 
without Leave, (however much it may excuſe him in the Opi⸗ 


® « As ſoon as his Illneſs would permit, or he ſhould be adviſed he could 
« ſafely do ſo. : , 
FT Note, Twenty Days after Captain Povglas came to Quarters, 
|| Y:de Remonftrance ard Order of 3d March reſeried tu N?. 217. 
1 Ncte, Before he fell fick. . | 
de Queſtion to Captain Perkins at the End. 
I ade Roſter, No. 48. | 
ide Thirty-nfth article of the Marine Regulations annexed, ' 
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[+ 56 
nion of the Court for fo abſenting ® himſelf) cannot weaken, or 
remove the fore-mentioned Foundation whereon we grounded 
our Opinion when we remonſtrated, it not being to be ſup- 
poſed we could, in a ſupernatural Manner divine his Situa- 
tion. We ſay we could judge from nothing but what we 
know, viz. his own Letters + and the Returns from Quarters, 
for if he was unable to repair to Quarters, it was never- 
theleſs, moſt certainly his Duty, to employ every Means in 
bis Power &, in proper Seaſon, and from Time to Time, to 
ſhew to the Lords of the Admiralty proper Cauſe for their 


granting him further Leave of Abſence, the obtaining of which 


would have effectually prevented the Suſpicion he himſelf has 
incurred by his own Neglect or want of Method. 

Before we conclude, we again repeat to the Court, that 
all we wanted, or defired, was, that Captain Douglas ſhould 
do bis Duty || ; and that it was far, very far, from our Inten- 
tions or Wiſhes, to occaſion any eſſential Hurt to him, either 
as to his Bread or Character, and are very ſorry he himſelf has 
brought Matters to this diſagreeable Neceſlity. We alſo 
declare, we ſhall ſincerely rejoice if the Reſult Þ of this does 
not produce Conſequences to his Diſadvantage, the reſt we, 


with great Pleaſure, leave to the Candour and Impartiality 
of the Court, | | 


 GeorGt CockBURN. 
. PeRKins, 
NN" HAYES. 


Tube faid Three Captains here reſt their Defence. 
Captain Perkins was then aſked by Captain Douglas, I ben 


did he ſee him in Londin in ſeeming good Ilealih;? Captain Per- 
Eins anſwered, In September or Oętober laſt, upon which it was 


_ obſerved, that September or Oftober, was not within the Time 


limited in the Charge. 


Captain Douglas made no farther Reply. Q_ 


®* Abſenting, means one going from Quarters wit1out Leave, Captain Douglas 
+ Extracts one, given partially---7jde Letters. | 
$ Vade public Letters and Certificate inſerted in the Proceedings. 
According to their Lordſhips Order, dated the 3d Inftant,---Yide Remon- 
trance and Order, Letter No. 21, | ; | 
ft This is worthy of Remark ;z Captain Douglas, though he could defend him- 
ſelt againſt any ſegal Harm, yet he, nor no Man, could guard againſt a Stroke 
of Power which could never be foreſeen, without ſome previous Intimation. 
Note, Mr. Kirke endeavoured (as he ſaid) to make the moſt he could of 2 
bad Affair. : Þ | 
rtr ict from the 2d Article of the 14th Section of the Articles of War, vix. 
« 4 ht Jurge- Advocate, or his Deputy, thall proſccute in his Majefly's Name.” 
„ Captain 
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The Court- Martial, upon due Conſideration of the whole 
Matter before them, is of Opinion, That the Captains George” 
Cockburn, James Perkins, and John Hayes, are not guilty of 
diſgned Falſhood, or of Malice, to Captain Dougias, and the. 
Court acquits them of the ſame : But the Court is of Opinion, 
that the Remonſtrance made by the ſaid Captains is ill 
worded and expreſſed in ſome Parts of it; therefore the Court 
dcth agjudge, that the ſaid Three Captains ſhall acknowledge 
the ſame, before the Commanding Officer at Quarters, in 
Freſence of Captain William Douglas. 


3 | Rich. Benvysne, Preſident. 


Tueſday the 15th of May, when the-Members of the Court 
were aſſembled to be preſent at ſigning the Proceedings, the 
Judge-Advocate acquainted the Court, that he had. received 
a Letter from Colonel Macſtenxie incloling a Paper, which he 
defired might be introduted or appended to the Proceedings 
of the Court, in ſuch Manner as might ſeem moſt proper 
w them, * agreeable to the Permiſſion granted him by the 
Court-Martial. The ſaid Paper was read, and the Members 
taking the Requeſt into Conſideration, were of Opinion, 
that it ſhould not be annexed to the Proceedings, for the fol- 
lowing Reaſons: As the Procecdings and Sentence were 
cloſed, and as the Paper was not given in when Captain Doug- 
las was preſent, to be annexed immediately after his Defence, 
before the Court proceeded to his Sentence; the Members 
therefore deſired the Judge-Advocate to return the Paper to 
Colonel Mackenzie, and acquaint him with their Reaſons, 
why they could not comply with his Requeſt, _ | 

Wa. Davipson, Judge- Advocate. 
A true Copy, 

PR. STEPHENS, 
Secretary of the Admiralty, N 3 

13th of Nevember 1764. _ Extra 


Note, The above is the Copy of the whole Proceedings certified by the Scere- 
tary of the Admiralty. | = 

N. B. It is neceſſary to remark here, that Lieutenant-Colone] Jobs Macs 
kenzie, though only called as a Witneſs before the Court-Martial, did interrupt 
Captain Douglas ſeveral Times while on his Defence, and particularly on the 
9th Day of May 1764, be interrupted the Proceedings of the Court, in a Man- 
ner equally indecent and illegal; and being thereupon called to an Explanation by 
a Member of the Court, particularly, whether he meant to attack the Faculty 
of Phoſicians and Surgeons, by the Manner he had expreſſed himſelf concerning 
their Certificates * And Licurenant-Colonel Mackenzie having ' thereupon de- 
clar:d, that he did not mean to attack Phyſicians and Surgeons; hereupon Cap- 


tain Douglas thought hum elf alte obliged to cal upon Colonel Mackenzie to 


L expiain 


„„ 


ara fron the Appreval of the Lords Commilſoners of the 
1 7 ET. 


cc WE do hereby ſignify to you, Our Approval of both + 
46 the ſaid Sentences, and require and direct you, to 
ce cauſe the Sentence againſt Captain George Cockburn, James 
« Perkins, and John Hayes, to be carried into Execution. 
« Given under Our Hands, the 6th Day of June 1764. 


: EGmonT. :_ 
© Signed 1 G. Hay. 
1 CARYSFORT.” 


ce To the Commanding 
« Marine Officer at . 
% Chatham, | 
c By Command of their Lordſhips, 
“ Signed Pfr. STEPHENS.” ' 


The above Sentence was accordingly carried into Execu- 


tion at Rochefler, on the gth Day of June, by Colonel Ben- 


explain himſelf, whether he meant any Thing he had then ſaid, to either Cap- 
tain Douglas or his Certificate, which was a good one, that he (Colonel Mac- 
kenzie) would likely long remember; which Explanation, as infiſted upon, he 
did alſo give and declared, that he did not mean any Thing, he had then ſaid,: 

to either Captain Douglas, or his Certificate : Thereafter Captain Douglas found - 
it neceſſary, as well for the Sake of the Juſtice, as of the Regularity of the 
Proceedings of the Court, to move to filence Colonel Mackenzie for the 
«« future, except when on Oath, which the Court could not but comply with, 
as a moſt reaſonable Requeſt. Lieutenant-Colonel Mackenzie thereupon defired 
to be head, or that he ſhould be allowed to give in a Paper; Captain Dovglas 
objected thereto, as illegal, but at tbe ſame time infifted, that if the Court 
ſhould think proper to allow Lieutenant-Colonel Macherzie, who was only a 
Witneſs, to give in any Writing, he ſhould be indulged with a Copy of it, that 

he might give it a proper and public Anſwer: The Court hereupon was 
cleared for ſome Time, and when opened again, Captain Douglar's Motion was 
read, together with Colonel Mackerzie's Requeſt; and the Court gave their 
Opinion, that they would not ſuffer the Proceedings of the Court to be farther 
interrupted, but allowed Colonel Macten zie to give in a Paper in his Vind:- 
cation, which, according to his Requeſt, | ide Page 42.] could be ny with 
to his returning Captain Dovglas's Certificate: Lieutenant- Colonel Mac- 
kenzie however thought proper (for very apparent Reaſons ) to delay giving in any 
Paper until the 15th of ay, that the Court were met (Captain Doug/as being 
Ebſent) to fign a- new Copy of their Proceedings; then Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mackenzie (by the Hands of the Judge- Advocate) preſented a Paper to the 
| Court; but, on farther Reflection, the Court judged proper to reject the Paper 
it altogether, in the Manner it appears from the Minute above ; Lieutenant-Co- 
bk | - lonel Mackenzie, notwithſtanding this Check, did (unknown to Captain Deuglas } 
| take upon him to tranſmit the ſame Paper to the Secretary. of the Admiralty, 
and the Contents thereof, were communicated to the Lords Commiſſioners of the 


Admiralty; as appears by Mr, Secretary's Letter of the 4th of April 1765. 


+ 3” </he 


bon — — - roots Po ws 


P AA BE TNT 


— 
* 4 
* ne 1 22 r 1 E * 1 
* > 7 ” 1 * — 6 1 
2 m A * * 4 * em of » *" — my — Po * : 1 = 4 #, 
os. eas ET E Wt? i r ett IE" n Sande * — 2 r „ e 2 3 <4 ou : n 5 — 
oY my 1 r * * n £m n 1. "ary $6 ty 25 . wg * 4 —— ay 6g WY * av mw I. — — n n 
. * 28 I 1 2 N bu — - « — —— Cs ARE — . rs 
8 —3ͤ* —— em 4 10 
3 wa - * = 
* Ko ** - ” 
"> 


nes» 


* — 4 


” OY 
0 — 1 k SIGs: : 
——— ——— —ẽ—ẽ ere I 1 ——ä —— ay er 
ͤ—— — — .... re ae te CTY re 
— ey — 
* 


— * "LY 1 1 
4 * 
1 N n - 
—— eral —— Prog Oy ot 43 ee a it 1 


Commanding Officer. —In Preſence of Captain Douglas 
—— at his Lodgings — The ſaid Commanding Officer 
inſiſting before he took off the Arreſt, that the Parties ſhould 
ive their Word of Honour, that nothing perſonally ſhould 
n betwixt them on the Occaſion— and they were re- 
leafed from Arreſt accordingly. oe nh 
Immediately after the Sentence againſt the Three Captains 
was executed (and the Captains gone) Colonel Bendyſhe 
ſhewed the following Letter from the Secretary of the Ad- 
miralty, dated the Day gfter their Lordihips Approval, and 
directed to Colonel Bendy/be, viz. a Copy as follows; 


3 Aamiralty-Office, 7th um 1764. 
1 R, 


T Hough my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, by 
their Order, which you will receive herewith; have 
fignified their Approval of the Sentence of Acquittal 2 by 
the Court- Martial upon Captain Douglas, yet their ſhips 
Command me to ſignify their Direction to you to let him 
know, that he ouzht, when he found himſelf not able to 
attend his Duty, to have applied either !hbrough the + Com- 
manding Officer at Quarters, or direly to their Lordſhips, for - 
their Leave in form for his Abſence. | "oe 
And you are further to let him know, that as it 
always their Lordſhips Intention, that the Prince Edward, 
which was fitted out at Chatham, ſhould have a Captain of 
Marines from that Diviſion, and Captain Might, who fload 
firſt upon the Roſter for Sea-Duty, having been found upon 
| Examination unfit for it, and was therefore put upon Half- 
Pay F, it then became his (Captain Doug/as's Turn |) to go 
| to Sea; but as the Prince Edward ſailed before he could be 
ſent to her, and when he was ordered to follow her in the 
Tartar, his ill State of Health prevented his obeying that 
Order, their Lordſhips expect him to hold himſelf in conſtant 
Readineſs for proceeding out to the Prince Edward by the 
firſt Opportunity that ſhall offer. I 
„ I am, Sir, 


Dur moft humble. Scvant, 


| Signed Pfr. STEPHENS, 

Captain Bendyſhe of Ma- : „„ | 
rines at Chatham. © 

f Vid: Letter 12th November 1963, and Certificate iſt December, and Thirty- _ 


fourth Article of Marine Regulations, and Twenty-ſccond Art. Fourth Section, 
Articles of War. - e 


d But at his own Deſire and Application, 
Fide Copy Roſter * 5 . 


3 


To 


— * "> _  - \ 
— = 
_— 


To the firſt Paragraph it was anſwered by Captain Douglas, 
that his Conduct was fully juſtified by the Sentence of a 
General Court-Martial, and he did not ſubmit to have it found 
fault with in any Manner whatever. That he no doubt 
had applied, through the Commanding Officer, for Leave, 
by his Letter of November 12th, ond on the iſt of December 
1763, by Certificate; that the direct Application to their 
Lordſhips was prohibited 'by the Thirty-fourth Article of 
Marine Regulations, and the T wenty-ſecond Article of the 
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| Fourth Section of the Articles of War. To the ſecond 
l Paragraph an Anſwer would be given when it appeared in 
3 _ 5 
NE pleaſed to acquaint my Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty, that as I am ſtill much indiſpoſed, and as by 
the Orders of the gth Inſtant, I am to be in readineſs for to 
out to the Prince Edward at Jamaica; at the ſame Time, 
give all due Deference and Obedience to their Lordſhips 
Orders; I am under the Neceſſity to deſire, that their Lord- 
{hips may be pleaſed to order me two Months Leave of Ab- 
ſence, to take the neceſſary Steps to re-eſtabliſh my Health, 
t enable me to do my Duty. b 
FKechgſter, June 15, 1764. 
To Colonel Bendyſbe, 


Commanding the 
 . Marines, Chatham. 


Extract of an Order from the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 


ce AND with reſpect to that Part thereof, wherein you 
& += acquaint them, that Captain Douglas is in Orders to 
<< embark for the Prince Edward; Iam to ſignify their Lord- 
* ſhips Direction to you, to order him to repair immediately 
to Plymouth, and take a Paſſage in the Crown Store - Ship to 
« the Prince Edward, in order to ſerve on Board her, the 


2 « Captain 
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« Captain of the Crawn being directed to give him a Paſſage 
6 for that Purpoſe.” | Eh 


A true Copy, 0 
. . Wo., Sang Adjt, © 


F 


Chatham, 6th Fant 1764. 


* Order of the Lords of the Admiralty, Captain Hillam 

Douglas to repair immediately to Phmouth, there to em- 

bark on Board the Crown Store-Ship, for the Prince Eduard, 
in order to ſerve on Board het, as Captain of Marines. 


Wor, SABINE Adj, 


Aamiralty-Office, 18th Fune, 1764. * 
S1R, | | „ 


Have laid before my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 
ralty, your Letter *, of Yeſterday's Date, acquainting them 
with your having communicated to Captain William Douglas + 
their Lordſhip's Order for his repairing to Plymouth, in order 
to take a Paſſage in the Crown Store-Ship to the Prince Edward 
at Jamaica, and of his having informed you, that his Health 
would not permit him at prefent to comply with the Order, 
and incloſing alſo a Letter from him, deſiring two Months 
Leave of Abſence, to take the neceſſary Steps to re-eſtabliſh 
his Health, and enable him to do his Duty; and in Return, 
I am commanded by their Lordſhips to ſignify their Direction 
to you, to take to your Aſſiſtance, the Surgeon of the Yard, 
and the Surgeon of the Hoſpital, ( Commiſſioner * Hanway 
being directed to order them to attend) and to examine 
ſtrictiy into the State of Captain Dauglass Health, and to 
report to their Lordſhips from under your Hands, whether 
he is fit for Service or not. | 


I 


I am, Ec. 


| Pape, STEPHENS, - | 
Colonel Bendyſbe at Chatham. 5 8 } 
| Copy, Ph?, Stephens. 


Note, The 18th was Monday, conſequently no Board Day. | q 


Nate, Captain 'Derg/as was returned fick, and not able for Duty, weekly kx 


Yaanters, | 
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Par ſuont to an Order from Thomas Hanway, Ef; Commiſſune 
of His Maje/ty's Dock-Y ard at Chatham, of Yeferday's Date. 
WE have attended Colonel Mackenzie Commanding Of. 


ficer of Marines, and examined into the State of 
Health of Captain Hilliam Douglas, and find, that by reaſon 
of ſeveral Gouty Complaints which he has laboured under 

for ſome Time paſt, and till continues, he is not fit for im- 
mediate Service. Given under our Hands this 20th of June 


Jx?. HAM 
Surgeon of Yard. 
Et. Dyne 
: | | Surgeon of the Heſpital. 
Copy, Phr. Stephens. | 


 Admiralty-Office, 25th June, 1704. 
OR, | - 2 : 
1 Have laid before my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 

ralty, your Letter of the 20th Inſtant, incloſing a Certi- 
ficate of the Surgeon of the Yard, and Surgeen of the Hoſpital, 
that they have examined into the State of Health of Captain 
William Dauglas, and find, that by reaſon of ſeveral Gouty 
Complaints, which he has laboured under for ſome Time paſt, 
and ſtil] continues, he is not fit for immediate Service; and in 
Return, I am commanded to acqaint you, that as Captain 
William Douglas has been incapable + of Duty for many Months 
paſt, and is ſtill unfit for Service, their Lordſhips have put him 
en Half-Pay, and that Captain Chudleigh will be appointed to 
the Fortieth Company in his Room. 


I am, | Sc. 
Signed Pur. STEPHENS. 


Colonet Aba of 
Marines at Chatham. 


Copy, Php. Stephens. 


1 Captain Douglas was under his Certificate from the 1ſt of December 1763, 
and on the 14th of March 1764, he commenced Arreſt on Demand of a Ge- 
neral Court-Martial, by his Letter of that Date, in which he continued until 
the gth of June thereafter, conſequently no Duty could be done, 
3 Captain 
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Captain Douglas defired Major Sheldon, who communicate 
this Letter to him, (Lieutenant-Colone) Mackenzie being ſick) 
to take Notice, that he neither had defired nor did conſent to 
reſion his Company, which he held by Commiffion from his 

H 10 the Beginning of July, when Captain Douglas got to 
London, he was informed, that within two or three Days, 
after the Date of the above Letter, Captain Fraſer had got a 
Commiſſion as Captain of the Fortieth Company of Marines. 
——N. B. There were Six other Companies in the Corps 
that wanted Captains at that Time, As appears by the Liſt, 
viz, The Thirtieth, Fifty- nine, Sixtieth, Sixty-ſecond, Sixty- 
fourth, and Sixty- ninth. | 


No 1. Copy of the Letters read before the General Court-Mav- 


tial, to Captain Douglas's General Character as an Of 
ffcer, as follows: | | 1 


Letter from Captain Mertagu to Captain Douglas, 


Dragon at Porifmauth; 
- March 29, 1764. : 


Dear Sir, 


THE Contents of your Letter greatly ſurpriſed me, as it 
1 contained a Charge I little expected would have fallen 
on you; and without you, are greatly altered the Charge, is 
very unapplicable to you, whole Behaviour, while with me 
in the Ambuſcade, was quite the reverſe; your cloſe and 
conſtant Aitendance to your Duty, and your Behaviour in 
every Reſpe& as an Officer, while under my Command, 
gave me great Satisfaction, and much concerned I was to 
part with you: On mentioning you to Captain Clarke of the 
Briſtol in the Meſt. Indies, when I came there, he was pleaſed 
to ſay many Things in your Favour as an Officer; I am 
ſorry my Affairs will not permit my attending your Trial, 


t Note, Captain Douglas can only ſay he has been informed of this Commiſ- 
bon, as be bas net ſeen it, nor is it entered in the Books of his Majeſty's Secre- 
Ury at War, as required by the Sccond Article of the Eleventh Section of the 
Articles of War, 7 

ts 


4&4: - 
to declare in Perſon my Sentiments about you, but at pre- 


ſent it is not in my Power; 


I fincerely wiſh you better Health, and I doubt not but 


| that you will acquit yourſelf with great Honour. 
I am, Dear Sir, 
Your ſincere and very humble Servant, 


1 | | J. MonTacu, 
To Captain Willm. Douglas. 
ol the Marines. 


No 2. Letter from Captain Lockhart Roſs to Captain Dou glas. 


. | _ Lifton- Hall near Sudburg, ; 
| Suffolk, April 14, 1764. 
Der Sor, | | 
I Was much ſurpriſed to hear that a Complaint was made 
againſt you to the Admiralty,” and that to, by your Bro- 
ther Officers, for not attending your Duty; 1 am convinced 
they are intire Strangers to you, otherwiſe they would not 
have done it, for as I had the Pleaſure of commencing an 
Acquaintance in the former War, I can ſafely ſay with my 
own Knowledge, that you have been on as ſevere Service 


as any Officer in the Corps of Marines, and that you have 


even changed your Ship to go on Sea-dService: The Letter you 
favoured me with from Gibraltar, wherein you mentioned your 
bad State of Health, and what I was an Eye- witneſs of, on 
your coming home, and in March laſt, convinces me that 
their Cemplaint is unjuſt in every reſpect, and doubt not 
but you will make it appear ſo to the Court-Martial and the 
Board of Admiralty, and have Juſtice done your Character; 
I ſhall be glad to hear from you how it is determined, being 
with much Eſteem, | 


Dear Sir, 
Your fincere and Very humble Servant, 
Joux Ross. 


Captaim Deuglas, Marines 
at Chatham. 


Ne 
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No. 3. Letter from Captain Middleton to Captain Douglas. 


| I Have juſt received your Favour, and am not a little ſur- 


priſed at the Remonſtrance you tell me has been made 
to the Admiralty, ſo very contrary to the Character I have 


ever known you bear in the Service. ; 


During the many Years I have had the Pleaſure of your 


Acquaintance, your Character as a Gentleman has been 
unblemiſhed, and the four Years we ſerved together abroad, 
was, from what I have often heard my old Friend Leſlie * 
ſay, much to your Honour as an Officer ; from my own 
Obſervation your Marines were kept in the beſt Order, and 
without Flattery to you, Sir, I have often mentioned- the 
Care you took of them, as a Stimulation to others who 
were not quite in ſuch good Order, ow 
What adds to my Wonder in this Charge is, that on 
aſking Captain Charles Douglas lately concerning you, he, 
I think, told me, you had been a long Time confined with 


a Rheumatiſm ; and if that Complaint has not very much 
altered your Diſpoſition, I ſhould never ſuſpect you of 


Negligence in your Duty. Fn? 
It is not in my Power to attend at your Court Martial, 


which I am ſorry for, as you ſeem to wiſh it; but if at 


Chatham, I could only declare upon Oath, what I now 
write upon Honor. 


When this Matter is finally determined, I ſhall be glad 


to hear from you, directed near the Chappel May Fairy . 


Being, Dear Sir, 


* 


Wur faithfull and obedient Servant, 
April I2, 1764, 


To Captain William Douglas, © 
at Mrs, Webb's, Rocheſter, 


* The late Commodore Leſlie, then Captain of the Friſtal. * 


1 44 


* | No, 4. 


Cn. MippizToN, © 


pew? 


_ 
No. 4. From Commiſſioner Hanway. 


hy I R, 2 : 8 : 
AS I have known Comte Douglas ſince the Year 1746, 
and have ever conſidered him as a diligent, active, 
brave Officer, I am ſorry. to be. deprived of the Pleaſure of 
declaring, in Perſon, to the Court, the very high Opinion 
I have ever entertained of him ; but as my Duty in comp- 
troling the Pay of the Yard, will put it out of my Power to 
the Summons I have received, I ſhall eſteem it a 


ſingular Favour, if the Preſident and the Court will be 


pleaſed to permit this Letter to be publickly read. 
. J am, &c. | 
Tno. Hanwar. 


To Captain Davidfen, 
Judge Advocate. 


No. 5. Letter from Colonel Mellvill, to Captain Douglas 
Derby Street, April 24, 1764- 


Dear Sin, 
H AVING juft heard, that the late Repreſentation 
— you, is to be foon, at your Inſtance, the Sub- 

a General Court Martial ; I cannot doubt but you 
had Recourſe to this Method of Reparation, 
ing all other Endeavours ineffectual; and although 
I cannot preſume, on my imperfet Knowledge of this 
Matter, to conjecture what may be the particular Reſult, 
yet I am perſuaded in general, it will be intirely ſuch 
anmay be expected from a Court of Degernment, Honour, 
and Juftice, the Proſpect of which muſt afford you the 
re Satisfaction, ſince à publick Inquiry has proved in- 

evitable. 

I am really ſorry that a Train of continual Buſineſs 
chains me to London till the Moment of my Departure for 
the Weſi-Indies, elſe I ſhould have had the greateſt Plea- 
ſute- in attending you at Rocheſter, and doing Juſtice to 
youu Character, as far as my Teſtimony could avail ; but 
ince that Occaſion cannot be had, permit me, Sir, (with- 
out Offence to your Delicacy) to declare my ſtrong Senſe 
of your Merit, both as a Man of the ſtricteſt Honour, and 
an Officer of Knowledge, Spirit, and Zeal. 

The Opportunities I had of - perſonally knowing * 
earneſt and ſteady Service for ſome Years, in the 1 
| Re” To tes 
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Indies, confirmed to me, by every Report of your Beha- 


vieur, en other Oeeaſions, has given me not only the 


fulleſt Aſſurance in making the above Declaration, but 
has filled me with Aſtoniſnment, that you could have ever 
fallen under ſo ſevere an Imputation, as that of avoiding 
10 do your Duty. 1 05 7 
I ſhall only add, that I am, with ſineereſt Regard and 
Eſteem, My Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affeftionate and obedient humble Servant, 
RoBerT MELvILL, 
To Captain Willm. Douglas, : 


dt his Majeſty's Marine 


Forces at Rocheſter. 


No. 6. Letter from Lieutenant Oſborne, of the Royal Navy, 
to Captain Douglas 1 
Dear Sin, | London, April 21, 1764. 
Was informed at the Admiralty, that the Order for your 
Court Martial was ſent down laſt Night; but the Time 
for holding it depended en the Commanding Officer, at 
Rochefler. This makes it uncertain whether I can be pre- 
ſent at it, or not, as I cannot poſſibly be down before Men- 
day Evening. I am greatly e to hear the Occaſion 
of it, as you are the laſt Perſon I ſhould have thought would 
have been accuſed of neglecting the Service: This I can 
cettify, that during the Time had the Pleaſure of — 


with you in the Briſtol, a Lieutenant under the Comman 
of Captain Leſſie, Captain Parker, and Captain Clarie, 


it was the Opinion of every one, that you was remarkably 
attentive to your Duty, and it was very evident from the 
keways reconed a good Ship Keeper, and in every Re- 
ſpect a good Officer; therefore, I ſay, from the Knows 
ave of your former Behaviour, the Cauſe of this 
Court Martial gives me great Surpriſe z I am with ſincere 
Eſteem, ear Sir, i 
N Your moſt obedient humble Servant, | 
J i Wap. OsgORNE. 
To Captain William Douglas. 3 5 
VN. B. Mr. Oſborne appeared perſonally in Court. 


N. B. Captain Douglar came home from the - Indie in the End ef 


1759, after being three Years and a Half there; and went on board the Firms 
ihe Beginning of 1960, out of his proper Tour, and wa three, Years and three 
Months in that Ship, moſt of the Time in the Mediterranean; and never 

ſed a Cruiſe the whole Wm. | 
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good Order and Diſcipline of your Marines, you was 
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ie according to their Dates; ſome being capital 
ones in the Trial, particularly thoſe out of which 
Extracts were given, though not inſerted in the 
Proceedings ; but before the Court. 


No. 7. It appears neceſſary to lay the following Letters in 


| Duplicate, 
— wn, . 
As my Leave, of Abſence from Quarters expires in a 
ſhort Time, I find myſelf under the Neceſſity to de- 
fire the Favour you will be ſo good as to apply to the Lords 
of the Admiralty, for a further Prolongation thereof, on 
account of ſome particular Buſineſs I have to tranſact in 
Londen, and being much indiſÞoſed at preſent ; and I hope 
their Lordſhips will the more readily grant this Requeſt, as 
—- at hand to attend Sea Duty, when it comes in proper 
_ + | . 


1 am, &c. 1 | 
W. DovcLas. 
Lon don, Nov. 12, 1763. 
To Col. Bendyſpe. 
No. 8. Chatham, Nov. 15, 1763. 
Six, | 


I Am directed by the Commanding Officer * to acquaint , 


4 you, that as you are the fir/i Captain for Sea Duty, you 
are, without Loſs of Time, immediately to repair to the 
Head Quarters of your Diviſion at Chatham, and you'll 
pleaſe to acknowledge (in courſe of Poſt) the Receipt 
of this Letter to, Sir, &c. 85 


WM. SABINE. 


Captain William Douglas, | Lieut. and Adjt. 
No. 9. Duplicate, 
SIR, a 


T HIS ſerves to acquaint you, that I received yours of 
the 15th, containing Orders for me to repair to 
Quarters; in anſwer thereto pleaſe to acquaint Colonel 


Bendyſbe, or Commanding Officer, that I have been ili for 


® Which Commanding Officer, : 
| | this 
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Captain WVilliam Douglas, 


T6] 


this Month paſt, and am ſo at this Time, and not able, im- 


mediately, to comply with his Directions, but that I ſhall 
come to Quarters, as ſoon as my Ilineſs will permit, and I 
ſhall be adviſed that I can ſafely do ſo, bn | 


881 am, Sir, &e. 
London, Nov. 17, 1763. W. DovcLas. 
To Lieut. Sabine. „ | 
No. 10. =  Clatham, Nov. 18, 1763 


S1n, 
] Have received your Letter of Ye/terday's Date, the Con- 


tents of which I communicated to the Commanding Of 
ficer, who deſires me to acquaint you, that unleſs. you are 


here before the Poſt goes out on Sunday Evening next, your 
Letter will be tranſmitted to the Admiralty to be /aid be- 
fore their Lordſhips. You will pleaſe to let me know, in 
courſe of Poſt, if you will be able to be here on Sunday, as 
it will prevent the Return being kept back on that Ac- 
count. ; | | | | 
; I am, Sir, &c. | 
WV. SABINE, 

Lieut. and Adjt, Mar, 


of Marines, 


Nedts, --;aeoRh.”. 


SIR, 


] Took the Liberty to trouble you with a Letter dated 


the 12th, deſiring the Favour you would be fo good as 
to apply for a farther Addition to my Leave of Abſence ; I 
have never received any Intimation, whither that Letter 
came to your Hands, and therefore don't know if it has 
miſcarried, or if it has come to hand, whither you made 
the Application deſired, to the Admiralty. I would not 
trouble you with this, if it was not material for me to 
know at preſent, that I may be better able to judge, how 
to act at this Time. 55 
J have been ill for a Month paſt with a ſevere Rheuma- 
tiſm, and dare not, nor am abl; 


1 0 


e to venture out: But as 1 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
; 
ti 
i 
| 


— = 


o 


— — — Ae — —„— — 
, — wp oy r - : 
* r , ⏑‚ ad ner AR ak >. 19 7 


* . 


11 
informed the Adjutant, I will come to Quarters, as 
as my Illneſs will permit my complying with your Order; 

In the mean Time, if any Demand is made for Captains, 
I beg the Favour you 1 me in my proper Tour 
when it comes to that, and I ſhall anſwer for the Duty, 
which, I ſuppoſe, you will have no Objection to, though 
HSI T ſhould not be on the Spot. 

T have juſt received a Letter from the Adjutant, deſiring 
to know if I can be there To-morraw. I need only make a 
Reference to my former Letter, which, if by Rule you 
tranſmit to the Admiralty, I beg the Favour you'll take 
Care, that my Letter of the 12th has been communicated 
to them alſo ; that their Lordſhips may ſee I applied for 


xtraQ given out 
f this Letter 


- Leave in proper Time, for the Reaſons contained in that 


Letter. 
. 1 am, & c 


London, Nov. 19, 1763, WILL, DovoLas, 
To Col. Bendyſbe. | 


Captain Douglas being informed that Colonel Bendyhe 
had left Quarters on the 16th of November, an the 26th 
thereafter he wrote a Letter to the ſame Purpoſe with the 
above, (and moſtly copied from it) to Colonel Mackenzie ; 
therefore keeped no Copy of it; but it was before the Court 


bu. 


No. 12. ” | Chatham, Nov. 27, 1763. 


SIR, „ 
OLONEL Mackenzie deſires me to preſent his Com- 


pliments to you, that he had received your Letter 


of Yeſterday, and would have anſwered it himſelf, but on 


account of the Weakneſs of his Eyes; I am therefore to 
inform you, that an Anſwer came from the Admiralty to 
pur Letter of the 12th, granting you one more Month's 

ave of Abſence, provided you was not near Sea Duty, 


* 


and could “ be ſpared; but as, previous to the Receipt of 


that Letter, you had been ordered to Quarters, you was 
not acquainted therewith, as we expected your Arrival every 


Minute, I am now to inform Joy that as you are the fir/f 
Captain for Sea Duty, Colone Mackenzie expects that you 


. At this Time there were neither Ships fitting out, nor Men to ſend on 
board at Quarters, | wal 
| I 


ill 


for) 


bY repair to 2 immediately to take your rer 
ou. . 
i I am, Sir, &c. „ 


WM. SABINE, 
Lieut. and Adjt. Marines. 


* i 
4 * 


P. S. Vou are returned to the Admiralty in this Return, 


the ſame as you were in the laſt. This is, Ordered to Quar- 


ters the 1 55 Inſtant. 


4 


Captain * lliam Dongles, Marines, : 


No. 1 J n 


London, Nov. 30s 10 
S IR, 


JAM favoured with your Anſwer to my Letter of the 
* 26th by the Adjutant's Hand, and in Anſwer thereto, 
I ſhould cerinly have been at Quarters before now, «f 
my Illneſs had not hitherto prevented me, nor can I venture out, 
* teſs ga a journey at this Time, but flatter myſelf Tan 
opes of being there ſome Time next Week, if I am 
any better as expected, 
As I obſerve by the Adjutant's Letter; that I am returned, 
Ordered to Quarters the 15th, without any Notice "taken 


of the Admiralty's additional Month's Leave, if I can be 


ſpared, &c, TI flatter myſelf, that you have communicated 
to their Lordſhips my Letter of the 17th to the Adjutant, 
deſiring him to acquaint Comraanding Officer with my Rea- 
ſons for not immediately repairing to Quarters, and which 


S ] exiſt at this Time the . that their Lordſhips oy 
8; i ſee the Occaſion of my Abſence, ſince the Receipt © 

8 3 Order to come to Head- Duarters *; 3 and tbat eee 
2 deſired you to ſend me on board in my proper Tour, 
F if any Demand ſball be made before I am able to get 


to 8 
cannot help obſerving at the ſame Time, that I ſhould 


| have been glad to have known their Lordſhips favourable 


Anfuer to my Letter of the 12th, ſooner, and ſhould have 


© It would ſeem by the Warrant that their l. had only fern thi bers, | 


| _ ſceing he whole Paragraph, far leſs the Letter, 


* : F 4 : : | A 


. "Pt : 
flattered myſelf, that. my Letter of the 17th would havg 


prevented any Expectation of my Arrival at Quarters every 
Minute, for the Reaſons contained in that Letter. 


wa; 


I am, Sir, &c. . 


| WII I. DovGLAsg 
To Col. Mactenzic. 


No. 14. | 8 London, December 2, 1763. 


SIR, „ | 
1 Hereby acquaint you, that I have received an Order from 

the Lords of Admiralty (ſigned by their Secretary) to 

ir immediately to Head Quarters, and you need not 
doubt, but that it will be put into Execution with as 
great Expedition as my Health will admit of. 

In the mean Th I hows ſent you incloſed a Certificate 
of Health, from the Phyſician and Surgeon who attend me, 
which you may communicate to their Lordſhips, in the be/? 
Manner you may judge proper, taking ſuch Care of the 
Certificate, that it may be produced, if called for, here- 
after. I deſire the Favour you will acknowledge the Receipt 
of this, and for anything a, I refer to former Letters. 


I am, Sir, &c.a 


5 WILLI. DovcLas, 
To Col. Mackenzie, Com- 
manding Marine Forces, 
No. 15. Oraderꝭ Room, Chatham, Dec. 2, 1763. 

DAR ” 5 | | 
HA my Eyes permitted me, I ſhould, if requiſite, an- 

ſwered your Letter by my own Hands, therefore to ſa- 

tisfy you, I do by my own Hands acknowledge the Re- 
ceipt of yours of the 3oth of November, this Morning, and 


alſo tell you, that your Letter of the 17th of November, and 


2 Neither this Letter; nor the Certificate incloſed in it, were inſerted in the 
erderly Book, | | 155 
your 


your Reaſons were laid before the Admiralty, notwithſtand- 
ing which, they have told us, that they ordered you to 
Quarters, where, it is my Opinion, you ſhould immediately 
repair to; and there Matters may more properly be recon- 
ciled to your Knowledge, than Letters can effect. 

I cannot ſee how I can order any Officer on board, who 
ſays he is ſo bad, he cannot come to Quarters ; however, 
this you will probably explain when we ſee you, the ſooner 
the better. „ | | 
I am, Sir, &c. 5 
Jon. Mackenzie. 


Captain Nn. Douglas. 
No.'16, Onur Reom, Chatham, Dec. 3. 1763. 
SIR, I: 


AS their Lordſhip's Orders for your immediate repairing 

to Quarters, were not communicated to you, through 
the Commanding Officer at this Place, it would appear 
very improper for your ſick Certificate to go from hence; 
I have therefore ſent it to you, as the proper Perſon to ſend 
it "itn; +: to the Secretary of the Admiralty for their Lord- 
ſhips Peruſal, and your Fuſtification. e 

I heartily wiſh you ſoon better Health, 


And am, Sir, ec. | 


| „ Jos, Mack ENZ IE. 
Captain William Douglas, 


ondon. 


No. 17. Duplicate. 
SIR, | 
T7 Have received yours of the 2d. giving me the Informa- 
tion * I defired, for which I am obliged to you. My 
Meaning, in deſiring you to ſend me on board in my 
proper Tour, 75s, that the Gentlemen of the Corps ſhall 
not be injured by my Illneſs, which is temporary, that 
though I am not able to go to Quarters in/tantly, far leſs 
on board Ship, yet in all Probability I will be able, be- 
. fore any Ships can move, as there appears to be no imme- 
J mediate Demand, at preſent. | 


. e. Sent Letter of 17th to the Admiralty. 


Extract given out of thisLetter, | 


1 law 
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London, Dec. 6, 1763. 


cloled-it to the Secretary, for their Lordſhips Peruſal. 


17 9 ] | 

1 have alſo received yours of the 3d, returning the Cer- 
tificate, with your Reaſons for ſo doing, and with Submiſ- 
ſion, it appears to me, that, as it gives ſubfantial Rea- 
ſons for my yet Abſence from Quarters, though I have got 
their Lordſhips Order, I cannot (conformable to their * 
ſtructions) repreſent what relates to common 2 4 Ser- 
vice, but through the Hands of the Commanding Officer at 
Quarters, and for ſome other Reaſons, needleſs to obſerve 
at preſent; I have therefore taken the Liberty to return, 
again, the Certificate to you, which 2 are the beſt Judge 
whether you ſhould Yay before their Lordſhips, or keep it 
till called for, conſidering, at the fame Time, that the 
Certificate is directed to the Commanding Officer at Quar- 
ters. This I ſubmit to your better Opinion, ol 

And with regard to the uncommon * of this Certi- 
ficate, as I am writing to a milit an, and a proper 


Judge of theſe Matters, I beg Leave with all Deference to 


obſerve, that the Marine Forces are in an unhoped and 


diſagreeable Situation, when a Captain in his . 


Service has been obliged, in his own Defence, to take ſuch a 
Step, as to ſend a Certificate from a Phyſician and Surgeon, 
after be bad acquainted his Commanding Officer with his 

lbneſs, and which would not have been fo much as thought 
of, far leſs become neceſſary, in any Corps of his Majeſty's 
Army (the Marines excepted) and at the ſame Time ſo un- 
becoming the Character of an Officer and Gentleman. I am 
ſorry I have ſo good Reaſons to. ſay ſo much. Excuſe the 
the Badneſs of the Writing, as it is fatiguing, 


And I am, Sir, &c. * 
WIII. DovcLas. 
Col. Mackenzre. Go 


The above is the Letter the Court were pleaſed to find a public Letter. 


No. 18. Orderly Room, Chatham, Dee. 7, 1763. 
. SIR, | 3 | ST 
"T7 HIS Morning I received yours of the 6th, incloſing 

your Certificate of Want of Health; which, as 5 


ſeem to think, that its being ſent by me to the Admiralty 


may be of Service to you, I have therefore by this Poſt in- 


I ſin· 


„e ow O© be © a $S. 


To Capt. Nn. Douglas, 


M 


1751 


I fincerely wiſh your Recovery, that you may get Health, 
and I prevented any farther Epiſlolary C:rrreſpondence, who 
have no Eyes to ſpare in Writing, but what abſolute Ne- 
c:/ſity obliges me to undergoet, 


I a Sir, Ac. 


Jon. MAckENZZIx. 


Captain Vn. Douglas. 

+ Captain Derr. on this Letter, concludes the Certificate ſuſtained, and 
Epiſtolary Correſpondence prohibited. | 
No. 19. 5 Chatham, March 4, 1764. 
Sin, 


1 Am direfted by the Commanding Officer, to ſend you 
the incloſed Copy of two Admiralty Orders; that dated 


the iſt Inſtant was received Yeſterday; the other, dated the 


zd Inſtant, was received this Morning: And it is the Com- 


manding Officer's poſitive Orders that you forthwith, without 


Loſs of Time, repair on board his Majeſty's Ship Tartar 


at Partſmouth, agreeable to their Lordſhips aforementianed 


Order of the ad nſt, you being the fir? Captain en 1d Reſ⸗ 
ter for Sea Duty. You will pleaſe to let me know when 
you embark on board the Tartar, and by the Return of 


the Paſt to acknowledge the Receipt of this Letter, to 


Sir, &c. 
Wu. SABINE, 
Lieut. and Adjt. Marines. 


of Marines, &c. Lon 


don. | 


mM. Adniraliy Office, March 1, 1764. 


SIR, 

Y Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty obſerving by 
the weekly Returns of the Chatham Diviſion of Ma- 
rines, that Captain William Douglas hath been abſent from 
Duarters without Leave, ever ſince the 10th of November 
Captain Dovg/as's then Leave did not expire till the 18th. 


* 


laſt, 


1 1 
laſt, I am commanded by their Lordſhips to ſignify their 
Direction to you, forthwith to give him the ſtricteſt Orders 
to repair immediately to his Duty. 


Phy. STEPHENS. 
. 88 | A Copy. Vn. Sabine, 
Commanding Officer of Lt., Adjt. Mar. 
Marines at Chatham. "he | ; 
No. 21. Alniraly Office, March 3, 1764. 


. 2 1 „„ 
M* Lords Commiſſioners of the, Adiziralty, having, by * 
| my Letter of the 23d of October laſt, ditected the 
| Commanding Officer at Chatham to cauſe a Captain of Ma- 
rines of that Diviſion to be embarked on board his Majeſ- 
ty's Ship the Prince Edward, then fitting out at that Port; 
„and the ſaid Ship having ſailed for the Weſt- Indies, without 
fuch Officer being embarked, Captain Wight, who ſtood fir/t 
aon the Roſter, being found after ſtrict Survey to be unfit 
for any Duty, and therefore * put upon Half. Pay, and Cap- 
tain William Douglas, who flood next upon the Rofler, being 
abſent, and, as it appeared by Certificate incloſed in your 
Letter of the 7th of December, not in a proper State of 
Hlealth to embark at that Time, I am commanded by their 
Lordſhips to ſignify their Direction to you, to order the 
Captain of Marines who ſtands firſt in Rotation to embark 
for Sea Duty, to repair immediately on board his Majeſty's 
Ship the Tartar at Port/mauth, whoſe Commander will have 
Orders to give him a Paſſage to his Majeſty's ſaid Ship 
Prince Edward at Jamaica, in which laſt Ship he is to da 
Duty, as a Captain of Marines, during her preſent Voyage, 
or untill he ſhall be regularly relieved in ſuch Duty. 
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I am, Sir, &c. 
Pur. STEPHENS. | 


A Copy. Wm. Sabine, 


Commanding Marine Of Lt. and Adjt. Mar. 
ficer, Chatham. | 

* But at his own Requeſt, + Vide Roſter, No. 40, 
* No. 22. 


\ 


———_ 
No. . | London, March 95 1764. ö 


Su R, 
7 EST ER DA v. * Three Chet, I received a 
Letter from the Adjutant, dated the 4th, incloſin 
Copies of the Lords of the Admiralty's 8 of the 1 
and 3d Inſtant, communicated to you their 5 
and directing you to order the Captain of Marines, fir/t 

Rotation for Sea Duty on the Roſter, to repair —— — 

on board the Tartar to go in her to Jamaica, to do Duty on 

board his Majeſty's Ship Prince Edward. In Conſequence 
„H this, I have ilfo received your Order incloſed, addreſſed 
to me, directing me to go to 8 in the Tartar accord- 

_ ingly, as being the fir/? Captain on the Rofler, &c. You 
are very ſenſible, that. I have Ween for Months paſt ſo ill, 
das not to be able to eorgeto Quarters, far leſs in a Situa- 

tron fo execute your preſent Orders, to go to Port mouth, 

and from thence to . near five thouſand Miles off 
10 a Shi 

I e have, and ever will be, ready to execute all or 
ders from their Lordſhips, or an ſuperior Officers, for his “17h94. 

Majeſty's Service, as far as my Health will permit, and not "I 

ned by occaſional Sickneſs, which is the Caſe at pre- | 

ſent, and which has been brought on me, by being on Duty 

the whole War without Relief; and as it is, at this Time, 2 

juſt and neceſſary Excuſe, I hope it will alſo be. — | 

to their ny ips, and every one elſe. 


I am, Sir, &c. 


# 


* 
oO 


W. DovcLas. 


To Colonel Mackenzie, com” 
manding the Marines at 
Gaben. 


No. 33 


SI R, 
5 H 1 Anſwer to your Order of the 4th, was ſent by 
day's Poſt ; and in order that I may be directed how * 
to Wee myſelf at this Time for his Majeſty's Service, 1 
find it neceſſary to apply to you, that you will be pleaſed 
to order the Adjutant to 1 it me a certified Copy of the 
Roſter for Sea 8 of the Chatham Diviſion of Marines, 


as it ſtood in July laſt, when I left Juarters, together with 
the lla that have 8 to it ſince that T ime. 


9 


1781 
Ay Illneſs having hitherto prevented my Repairing to Quar- 
ters, has occaſioned me giving you this Trouble. 

1 I am, Sir, &c. 


London, March 12, 1764. Wu. DovcLas. 
o Colonel Mackenzie, | 

_ commanding the Ma- 

rine Forces at Chatham. 


No. 24. Chatham, March 13, 1764. 
SIR, 5 
TH Commanding Officer thinks it both unprecedented 
and unmilitary, for you to deſire, or him to grant, 
what you require in ears to ſending you a certified Cop 
ef the Diviſional Roſter, therefore truſts you will excuſe 
the ſame not being done, There is always a Sea Duty 
Rofter of the Diviſion, (when any Alterations happens) 
ent to the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, and 
there, or when you come to Quarter, you will be ſatisfied 
in every Point you may want to know. . In the mear 
Time the Commanding * Officer deſires me to aſſure you of 
every Aſſiflance, rationally and properly in his Power, for 
your Convenience, in forwarding you at this Time for his 
Majeſty's Service, in which 1 beg Leave to join, 


And am, Sir, &c. 
| y Wu. SABINE, 
Lt. and Adjt. Mar. 


If your Letters were ſent under the Admiralty's Cover, 
it would fave Poſtage. fig 9 
To Captain Vn. Douglas, 
of Marines. 3 

+ Before the Remonftrance Capt. Douglas was under Orders to go to Jamaica. 

® The Remonſtrance againſt Captain Douglas was ſent on the 11th to the 
Admiralty. 5 

N. B. Captain Douglas did apply for the Rofter for Sea Duty, not for the 
1 Drugſnal Roſter, as alledged in this Letter, e 


No. 25. 


Du Sin, | | : 
I Would have acknowledged the laſt Letter I was favoured 
with by your Direction, if I had not been ſince employed 
more than my Situation of Health would well admit of, 
and which was indiſpenſibly neceſſary, I am ſenſible, Sir, 
that you have atted in the Way which appears the beſt to you; 
at the ſame Time J doubt not, if I ſaw you, but I could 
55 | give 


ray © 
give the /tronge/t Reaſons in Behalf of the Requeſt I made at 
that Time, and which, you are ſo as to tell me, I 
may be ſatisfied in, when I come to Quarters, which there 
is 2040 a Certain Proſpect of. 3 i 
I muſt beg Leave to return you my Thanks for your 
friendly Expreflions, and the Aſſurances you give me of 
every thing rationally and properly in your Power for my 
Aſitance and Convenience. You may believe it is as much 
as I wiſh or deſire of any one, and I doubt not the Sin- 
cerity of your Expreſſions, which are agreeable to tho 
Knowledge I have of you. | 3 
No Doubt you have, by this Time, been acquainted 
with the Proceedings of Captains Geckburn, Hayes, (and 
they ſay) Perkins, againſt me, (it would be unjuſt to the 
reſt of the Corps, not to name thoſe Perſons) and the Steps 
neceſſarily taken by me thereon. It could not miſs to ſur- 
priſe me at firſt, as they are Methods quite unuſual, and 
what I have never had any Idea of proceeding from Of- 
ficers. I can only ſay, that nothing can be imputed to me, 
and it muſt lay on them, who have, in fo extraordinary 
a Manner, made a public Matter of it, without following 
the Rules plainly pointed out ta Officers. I had juſt Time 
to take ſome neceſſary Steps, as the Board were ſitting, and 
upon the very /ingular Remonſtrance, when my Letter to 
their Lordſhips was delivered. It is needleſs for me to be 
more particular on this extraordinary Occaſion, as you will 
be informed ſoon, and you may be aſſured of the Propitiny 
of my Proceedings, as well in Juſtice to myſelf, as to pre- 
vent ſuch improper Behaviour for the future; 1 will be down 
to Quarters as ſoon as 3 in order to ſettle this Af- 
fair, though I am % ill yet, that it will be attended with 
great Riſk of Health, in my preſent Situation. I have 
communicated my Thoughts to you in this private Man- 
ner, which I hope you'll take in good part.* 5 


W Re on 4 v fas 


2 4 Bs) 


And I am, Sir, &. 
Wilt. Dover, 


IJ My beſt Compliments wait of Mrs. Mackenzie. 


| Londen, March 28, 1764. 
To Col. Mackenzie. 


* This Letter ſhows, est Ceptein Douglas did Colonel Mackenzie the Juf- | 
tice to believe, that he had not tranſmitted the Remonttrance to the Ad mit. 


No. 26, 


Hu yu_ wv 1 &” youu ws 


No. 26. 


DAR SIR, | | 5 12 5 
T: HE Weakneſs of my Eyes prevents my making Uſe 

of them in writing, except where abſolutely requiſite, 
and this Misfortune my Correſpondents, in general, are 
pleaſed to ſympathize with me in; and often to accept of 
my Acknowledgements in the Writing of another Hand: 
But as the Purport of your Letter of the 25th, which I 


80 


only received Yeſterday, prevents my uſing an Amanuen- 


ſis, I am, as well as I can, to thank you for it in my own 
Hand. 8 
Lam truely concerned that any Difference ſhould ariſe, 


or ſubſiſt, between you and your Brother Captains, (a 


Thing ſo improper and unnatural in a military Life). There 
is not any thing I can doe, to prevent Animoſities, or to 
obviate any Difficulties to all your Satisfactions, but ſhall 

be done: And I truſt, when you come to Quarters, Things 
may appear in a better Light than they doe at preſent. Mrs. 


Mackenzie thanks you for your Remembrance of her, and 


joins me in wiſhing you better Health. 
be And am, Sir, &c. 


Rocheſter, March 28, 1764. : 
Capt. Wm. Douglas. 


' Note. As Col. Mackenzie defired of the General Court Martial, on the 15m 


of May, (by a Paper that the Court judged proper to reje& as illegal), that 
all the Letters he either wrote or ordered to be wrote to Captain Douglas, might 
be appended to their Proceedings : The Court not having it in their Power, if 
they had been ſo inclined, to grant this particular Requeſt; Captain Douglas 
has therefore given all the aforeſaid Letters between the 15th of November 
1763, and 1ſt of April 1764. And if Captain Douglas has exceeded Col. Mac- 
henzie's ſaid Defire, by giving bis own Letters in return in their Order, it is. 
only a Juſtice due to himſelf. 3 

N. B. The Proceedings of Courts Martial are directed, by the Act, to be 
tiven, on Demand, at any Time not ſooner than three Months after Sentence. 


— 


* * 


Tetters that paſſed between the Secretary of the Admiralty, 


and Captain Douglas, together with other Letters, and his 
Memorial, &c. after he was put on Half. Pay. | 


No. 27. — London, Auguſt 16, 1764. 


SIR, | 
P LEASE to acquaint my Lords Commiſſioners, that 
I hereby deſire, their Lordſhips will be pleaſed to di- 
rect, that I may have delivered to me within a Fortnight, 
T1 > (or 


Fd 


Jon. MAckEnzig. \ 


. on NMS PP. . 


= wo ON 


. % mo f  & w_ 


$7] 
(or to ſuch Perſons as I ſhall authoriſe to receive it , on 
paying what may be found reaſonable by their Lordſhips) 
a certified Copy of the whole original Bins "a of the 
General Court Martial, aſſembled by their Warrant of 
April 19, at Rocheſter on the 7th, and continued by Adjourn- 
ments to the 1oth Day of May laſt: And alſo at f ning 
the Proceedings and Sentence of the ſaid General 2 
Martial, on Tusſday the 15th of the ſame Month, when 
they were tranſmitted to the Admiralty Office. 


I] am, Sir, &. wg 


0 W1LL. DouGLAs, 
On his Majeſty's Service. 
To the Secretary of the 
Admiralty. 
Vid: Act of Parliament. 


No. 28. London, Aug. 23, 1764. 


SIR | : 
I Deſire the Favour to be acquainted, if there is yet an 
Anſwer to my public Letter of the 16th Inſtant, which 
I ſent to you that ſame Day, to be laid before their Lord- 


mo. 
| I am, &c. 


WILL. DouGLas, 


P. §. Capt. Douglas, near Net- Street, Spring- Gardens. 


To Philip Stephens, Eſq; 


Secretary of the Admi- 
ralty. 85 


No. 29. 
My Lord, | - 
] Hope you will pardon the Neceſſity I find myſelf under, 
to acquaint your Lordſhip, that I applied to the Secre- 
tary of the Admiralty (by a publick Letter of the 16th of 
Auguft laſt, to be laid before my Lords Commiſſioners) 
for a certified Copy of the original Proceedings of the 
General Court Martial, held at Rochefter in May laſt ; and 
not receiving any Letter in Anſwer, after ſeveral Inquiries 
being made, I went to the Office, and was told that —_ | 
IGe 
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Lordſhips had directed them to be given, and that they 


would be ready in four or five Days: But although | have 


been waiting, with Patience, for this Month paſt, and 
making Inquiries from Time to Time, they are not yet de- 


_ livered, though above ten Weeks are expired, ſince they 


were applied for, agreeable to Act of Parliament. 
1 have no Doubt but that your Lordſhip, on inquiring 


into the Reaſons of the Delay, will be pleaſed to make 


the Copy of theſe Proceedings, to be delivered to me, 
. to the Requeſt contained in my Letter of the 16th 
of Augu/t. „ 
| Tl alſo be greatly obliged, if your Lordſhip will be 
pleaſed to favour me with a private Audience of yourſelf, 
at any Time moſt proper, on ſome Buſineſs, that it appears 
very neceſſary you ſhould be informed of by myſelf. I hope 
our Lordſhip will excuſe this 'Trouble, and I have the 
onour to be, with great Reſpect, 


Your Lordſhip's, &c. 


London, October 29, 1764. 5 . W. D. 
Earl of Egmont. = | 


No. 30. 


M R. Marſh preſents his Compliments to Captain Doug- 
X las, and acquaints him, that Lord Egmont has given 
Directions about his having the Copy of his Court Martial, 
which Mr. Rogers, of the Admiralty Office, will have ready 
by Monday next. If Captain Douglas wants to ſee his 
Lordſhip, To-morrow is his Levee Day. 


Admiralty, 31½ of October, 1 764 . 
Captain Douglas had an Audience of Lord Egmont on the 


February. 


22 of December, and was much indiſpoſed till the Middle 
1 2h 


No. 3r. | TL.ondon, Feb. 25, 1764. 


SIR Ln | : ” 
B E pleaſed to acquaint their Lordſhips, that the Com- 
" manding Officer at Quarters, having thought proper 


(on Application made to him before I left Chatham) to re- 


fuſe me Copies of the undermentioned Papers, and as they 
FI are 
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are of a publick Nature, that affect and concern me, I am 
therefore under a Neceſſity to move, that their Lordſhips 
may be pleaſed to give Directions, that I may have Co- 
pics of them. | Ee 

1ſt, Order, or Letter, of June 18, direQting an Exami- 
nation into the State of my Health. 

2dly, Certificate thereupon, of the 20th of June, (laid 
before their Lordſhips) given by the Surgeons of the Dock 
and Hoſpital at Chatham. | 1 
Zaͤly, Letter, or Order, from the Secretary of the Ad- 
miralty, acquainting the Commanding Officer, that their 
Lordſhips were pleaſed to put me on Half-Pay on account 

of ill Hcalth. 
On his Majeſty's Service. 5 . 
To Philip Stephens, Elq; 

Secretary of the Admi- 
ralty. | 


No. 32. _ London, March 25, 1765. 


Sn, 5 
S I have not ſeen you at the Office, though I have called 
ſeveral Times for that Purpoſe, I am obliged hereb 
to deſire of you, as Secretary of the Admiralty, that you'll 
be ſo good as to inform me, whether the Paper (that was 
preſented by Lieut. Col. Mackenzie, on the 15th of May 
laſt, to the General Court Martial at Rochefter, and re- 
turned again to him by the Court) has been, by any othec 
Way, tranſmitted to the Office, and the Contents commu- 
nicated to my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty. - As 
that Paper appears to have concerned me, it is material for 


me to know at this Time. | | 


I am, &c. | 7 
On his Majeſty's Service. : . 
To the Secretary of the | 
- Admiralty. 
No. 33. | Londen, April 2, 1765. 
SIR, . | 


[| Deſire you'll be fo good as to give me an Anſwer, to the 
Inquiry made at the Office, by my publick Letter of the 
„„ | 8 2 2 


1 
25th of laſt Month, and addreſſed to you as Secretary of 
the Admiralty. : | , 

| 5 1 Am, Sir, &c. 


e : - W. | D. 

To Philip Stephens, Eſq.- | | 

No. 34. Admiraliy Office, April 4, 1765. 
81 R, 


1 N anſwer to your Letter of the 25th paſt, deſiring to be 
informed, whether the Paper, (that it appears was pre- 
ſented by. Lieut. Col. Mactenzie, on the 15th of May laſt, 
to the General Court Martial at Roche/ter, and returned to 
him again by the Court) has been, by any otherWay, tranſ- 
mitted to the Office, and the Contents cummunicated to my 
Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty; I ſend this to 
acquaint you, that the ſaid Paper was tranſmitted- to this 
Office by Lieut. Col. Mackenz:e, with his Letter of the 
I th of May, 1764, and cummunicated to their Lordſhips, 


By, Sir, &c. 


1 Pur. STEPHENS, 
To Capt. Vm. Douglas, To 
of Marines, Town. 


No: 35. Tae, eil 8, 1765. 


SIR, 


B 


EIN G informed by your Letter of the 4th Inſt. in an- 
ſwer to my Letter of the 25th of March, that the 
Paper (which was preſented by Lieut. Col. Mackenzie, on 
the 15th of May laſt, to the General Court Martial at Ro- 
chefler, and returned to him again by the Court) has been 
tranſmitted by Lieut. Col. Mackenzie to the Office, and the 
Contents thereof cummunicated to my Lords Commiſfion- 
ers of the Admiralty ; I hereby deſire you'll acquaint their 
Lordſhips, that as it appears by the Minute of the Proceed- 
ings of the Court Martial on the. ſaid 15th of May, that 
the aforeſaid Paper concerned me, I am therefore under a 
Neceſſity to move their Lordſhips, that they may be pleaſed 
to give DireQions, that I may have a Copy of the ſame 
Paper in Queſtion, Y | 


I am, Sir, &, 
To Philip Stephens, Eſq; - W. D. 
Secretary of the Admi- | - 


ralty. No. 36. N 


'To Philip Stephens, Eſq. 


7 


No. 36. „ Tondon, April 13, 1765... 


"S1R, 


J Pere you'll be fo good to let know, whether there is 


any Anſwer to the Application made to their Lordſhips, 


by my publick Letter of the 8th Inſtant, and directed to 
you as Secretary of the Admiralty. 


I am, Fir, Ke. | | 
; | | : W. D. 85 


No. 37. 


R. Stephens ſends his Compliments to Captain Dowg- 


1 Jas, and acquaints him, in anſwer to his Letter of this 


Date, that there has been no Board fince his Letter of the 
= Inſtant, and when the Lords meet he will read it to 
zem. | — 


Admiralty, April 13, 1765. 


a 4% 


My Lorn, | : 

WIEN I had the Honor of an Audience of your Lord- 

ſhip in December laſt, I preſumed to acquaint you, 
that I would lay a Memorial before my Lords Commiſſion- 
ers of the Admiralty, that they might be fully informed of 
the State of my Caſe, and by which I conceived myſelf 
agrieved. I have been hitherto prevented doing fo, by ſeveral 
| Reaſons, which I ſhan't intrude on your Lordſhip's 
Lime, to mention at preſent, _ 

In order that their Lordſhips may be properly informed 
of Circumſtances, it appears extremely neceſlary to me, 
to lay before their Lordſhips, (along with the Memorial} 
a Copy of the Rofter for Sea Duty, of the Chatham Diviſion | 
of Marines, together with Mr. Secretary's Letter of the 3d 
of March, 1764, &c. Therefore the Papers marked No. I. 
and 2. are incloſed with the Duplicate of the Memorial, 
Which I have the Honour to ſend your Lordſhip. £12 
I flatter myſelf, my Lord, that the Circumſtances at- 
tending my Caſe, ſet forth in the Memorial, will appear 
hard in ſeveral Reſpects, and a" eſpecially at the parti he 

: 3 „„ 


lar Time, the more ſo, if the neceſſary Good of the Service 


ſhould be alledged for putting me on Half-Pay ; when I 


have little Doubt, but that it will appear, that, if the Roſ- 
ter is taken, by which ever Method the Rules and Diſci- 
pline of War, preſcribe Duty to be done, the Prince Ed- 
ward, which was the faurth Ship in Orders for a Captain 
of Marines, could never become my proper Tour of Duty ; 
unluckily for me, I was not able to execute their Lord- 
ſhips Order I was under, and was put on Half-Pay, as 
ſet forth in the Memorial, which prevented an early Ap- 
plication for Redreſs on this Point: And it was needleſs to 
trouble their Lordſhips, till the whole Repreſentation came 
before them for Conſideration. 


I hope your Lordſhip will pardon this great Trouble, and 


I have nothing more to add, than that it is a ſenſible Satis- 

faction to me, to lay my Caſe before your Lordſhip, who, 

Jam confident, has equally the Inclination, as the Power, 

to do Juſtice to every Individual, under the Command and 

Protection of his Majefty's Board of Admiralty, at which 

your Lordſhip, in ſo diſtinguiſhed a Manner preſides; I 
ave the Honour to be, with the greateſt Reſpect, 


Your Lordſhip's, Se. 
: „ - W. D. 
London, April 22, 1765. 


P. S. The Memorial will be ſent in, to the Board, ig 
two or three Days. V 1 


To the Earl of Egmont. 


No. 39. To the Right Hon. the Lords Commiſſioners for ex- 
ecuting the Office of Lord High Admiral o 
Great Britain and Ireland, &c. 


The Memorial of Captain W/illiem Donglas, of his Majeſty's 
Marine Forces, N | 


" Humbly Sheweth, | 

HAT the Memorialiſt ſerved as Lieutenant and Cap- 
4 tain in his Majeſty's Marine Forces, during the French 
War of 1744, and the late War of 1756, near eleven 
Years on real Service, moſtly abroad, was * 

. . jons, 


..., ine de as. as EEE: 
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Actions, and on all Duties mett with the Approbation of 
his ſuperior Officers. „ 


That the Memorialiſt having been on Duty, from before, 
untill the Claſe of the late War, without any Leave of Ab- 
ſence, he contracted an Illneſs which has afflicted him ſe- 
verely ſince his Return to England, and been occaſioned by 
his cloſe Attendatice to his Military Duty in various Cli- 
mates. oor Reg, | 2 | 
That during the Memorialiſt's Sickneſs, on a very pe- 


euliar Remonſtrance being made againſt him, he deſired to 


be tried by ua General Court Martial, which acguirted him 
with Honour, and the ſaid Sentence was approved of by 
your Lordſhips, as well as the Sentence that cenſured his 


Accuſers. 


That though the Memorialiſt was acquitted with Hann 


by the General Court Martial on the 1oth Day of May 


1764, he remained in Arreaſt until the gth Day of June 
thereafter, that your Lordſhip's Approval arrived at Chat. 
ham, the Head Quarters; although the Proceedings and 
Sentence of the General Court Martial were tranimitted 


to the Secretary of the Admiralty en the 1<t5 of A. 


That on the 7th Day of June, the Day after 1 Lord- 


ſhips were pleaſed to approve of the Sentences of the Gene- 


ral Court Martial, your Secretary, by Letter to Colonel 


Bendyſbe, the Commanding Officer, directed him to let the 
Memorialiſt know, That he ought, when he found 
6 himſelf not able to attend his Duty, to have applied, 
t“ either through the Commanding Officer at Quarters, or 
5 directly to their Lordſhips for their Leave, in Form, for 
& his Abſence.” | 1 5 | 7 

That though the Memorialiſt has his Conduct fully juſ- 
tified by the | apa of a General Court Martial, yet, 
upon the above Letter, he begs Leave to repreſent to your 
Lordſhips, for your Information, that by his Letter of the 
12th of November, 1763, to Colonel Bendyſbe, he applied 
for a Prolongation of his Leave of Abſerice, 'becauſe he was 
much indiſpoſed” at the Time, which was farther en- 
forced by his Letter of the 17th, ſeting forth his IIlneſs in 
anſwer to the Commanding Officer's Order of the 15th, to 
repair to Quarters ; both of which Letters were in the Ad- 
miralty Office, and your Lordſhips were pleaſed to give the 
Memorialiſt another Month's Leave, as appears by your 
Secretary's Letter of the 19th the ſame Month. That in 
theſe Circumſtances, on your Secretary's Letter of the 
vw wm November, retracting the Memorialiſt's Leave of 

bſence, and peremptorily ordering him to Quarters, he 

V „ there- 


at Quarters, Sick and not able to do Duty, 
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| thereupon tranfmitted a proper Certificate, to the Com- 


manding Officer in Form, to repreſent the Neceſſity for his 
Abſence from Duty, in order that he might obtain the pro- 
per Leave, which was all to be done on his Part, while 
e Foro for him) the direct Application to your Lord- 
ips is prohibited by the 34th Article of the Marine Re- 
gulations, and the 22d Article of the 4th Section of the 
Articles of War: The Memorialiſt thinks it neceſſary to 
ſet forth the above to your Lordſhip's View, though he is 
ſecure in your public Approbation given to the Sentence of 
a en Court Martial, that acquits him with Henaur. 
That while the Memorialiſt was every Week returned, 
ty, on the 
gth Day of June (along with your Lordſhip's Approval of 
the Court Martial), the Commanding Officer received a 
Letter from your Secretary, directing the Memorialiſt to 
be in Readineſs to go; and, in a few Days after, another 
Order for him actually to ſet out for the Prince Edward at 
Jamaica; that Ship having been before particularly pointed 
to him, as if it had been his proper Tour of Duty, becauſe 


at the Time he ſtood fir/t Captain on the Roſter ; a Copy of 


which is herewith laid before your Lordſhips for Conſider- 
ation, as, according to the Rules and Diſcipline of War, 
and the 35th Article of the Marine Regulations, eſtabliſhed 
by your Lordſhips, the. Memorialiſt conceives, and is ad- 
viſed, that by the /ame Refter he has been greatly agrieved. 
That the Memorialiſt, on the Recept of the above Or- 
der, not being in the Circumſtance of carrying it into Exe- 
cution, as his IIlneſs would not permit him to do Duty, as 


the moſt regular Step he could take at the Time, on the 


15th of June, he applied, through the Commanding Of- 
ficer at Quarters to your Lordſhips, in Form, for two 
Months Leave of Abſence, to take the neceſſary Steps to 
re-eſtabliſh his Health, that he might be enabled zo do his 
Du 5 5 : 5 0 ; ö 
That your Lordſhips were not pleaſed to comply with the 
Memorialiſt's Requeſt; but your Secretary, by Letter dated 
the 18th of June, directed his Situation of Health to be ex- 
amined into, by the Surgeons of the Yard and Hoſpital at 
Chatham, who gave a Certificate, that on account of the 
Memorialiſt's Illneſs, ſtill continuing, „he is not fit 
<< for immediate Service.“ 7 h 
That on the 25th of June laſt, your Secretary, by Let- 
ter, acquainted the Commanding Officer, that on account 
of the Memorialiſt's 11 State of Health for ſome Time paſt, 


and being ſtill not fit for immediate Service,” your Lord- 


ſhips 


mew X;ͥͥ 
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 ſoips were pleaſed to put him on Half-Pay, and anothe 
p 7 0 r 


Captain would be appointed to the 40th Company of Ma- 
rine Forces, to the great Prejudice of the Memorialiſt, who 


neither deſired nor conſented to reign his ſaid Company, and | 


which could not mils to cauſe Impreſſions, unfavourable to 
the Memorialiſt at the particular Time, when he had been 
recently tried, though abſolved with Honour, by the Sen- 
tence of a General Court Martial. | - 
That the Memorialiſt humbly conceives, it is equally ne- 
ceſſary for him, as his Duty, to lay this Memorial before your 
Lordſhips for your Information ; as the Confidence he has 
in your Lordſhips Juſtice, makes him apprehend, that ſe- 
veral Occurrences (above-mentioned) concerning him, are 
not fully known to your Lordſhips, or under Miſrepreſenta- 
tion ; which, the Memorialiſt flatters himſelf, will not be 
allowed to operate to his Prejudice, as he reſts ſecure, from 
your Lordſhips Equity, that your Authority will always 
be exerciſed for the Support of his Majeſty's Officers under 
your Protection, who are known and publicly appear to have 
done their Duty, as required by Military Subordinatiog 
and Diſcipline. OY 


The Memorialiſt, therefore, in the moſt reſpectful 

Manner, humbly moves, that your Lordſhips may 
be pleaſed to obtain him a Redreſs, that may be 
adequate to the Grievances above ſet forth, which 
you will find him well entitled to by his Services, 
during above Twenty Years, he has had the Ho- 
nor to bear his Majeſty's military Commiſhon, 
having always, with Strictneſs and Fidelity in 
his Duty, conformed to the Rules and Diſcipline 
of War, | | 


All which is ſubmitted. 
a WILL. DovGLas. 
London, April 22, 1765. 


— No. 40. 
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No. 40. Copy Roll, or Roſter or Sea Duty, (for Captains ) of 


the Chatham Diviſion of Marines, in 1763, and 1764. 
THIS Roſter was regulated, by placing the old Captains 
upon it, as they returned from their reſpective Sea 
Duties, not by Seniority of Commiſſion, as a Corps new 
formed; therefore ſtand for their ſecond Tour, having all 
done a Tour, (or Tours) of Sea Duty. 


Copy as this Epe flood in July 1763, when Captain Douglas 
7 left QJuarters on Leave of Abſence. =. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


| | * This Roſter as above, in July 4763. 


Captain Ryffn, 0 Ordered firſt on Sea Duty, I an 
1ſt Tour. old Captain, and his firff Tour. 
Wilſon, . New come in from Halt-Pay, there- 
1ſt Tour. Yor conſidered as having done no 
5 Duty before. 
Carrutber's, Captain, firſt returned from Sea Du- 
eur. in December 1762. | 
Sir Blaxton Conyers, Placed on this Roſter agreeably to 
2d Tour. an Admiralty Order, dated June 1, 


1763, granting Leave for changing 
with Capt. Cathcart, and requiring 
Care to be taken to ſend him on Sea 
Duty, „at the Time it would have 
come to Captain Cathcart's Turn to 


] go to Sea,” Captain Cathcart having 


gone in his Place to Portſmouth Di- 
L viſion. 


Robert Douglas, {The 34 Captain returned from 
2d Tour. Duty. 
27 Wight, 
E 2 24 Tour. The 4th Captain returned from 
SN Sea Duty, 
2831 8 
Bul I The 5th Captain returned from ? By 
2d Tour. Fon Duty, 2 
. William Douglas, J The 6th Captain returned from | * 
. : F ad Tour. 1 Sea Duty, 
{of ZE 3 F Cockburn, f The 7th Cn returned from 
ii FF) 2d Tour. { Sea Duty, 
1 4 7 Martin, The 8h and laſt Captain re- 
4888 ma2d Tour. 1 turned from Sea Duty, 7 


Alterations 


1 921 


Alterations in the above Rofter of July 1763, during Captain 
Douglas's Abſence from Quarters, 


 OB$SERVATIONS, 


| Captain Kyo, | —Detached on board the Yarmouth. 


Wiljon, Detached on board the Princeſs 
| Louiſa. 
Carruthers, Detached on board the Auguſta in 
og 1 nag 1763, and in October made 
| a Major. 
Sir Blaxton Conyers, Removed from his Place, on this 
| | Roſter. 9 


thers on board the Auguſia in Octo- 

ber 1763. 1 
Wight. November 1, Ordered on board the 
| Prince Edward, at or near Chatham. 
| November 6th, the Order repeated. 
prevented by Sickneſs ; and it appears 
he requefied to retire on Half- Pay. 
Ordered, by Mr. Secretary's Letterof 
November the qth, to be ſurveyed ; 
| and found to be unfit for any 
Duty,” as appears by Mr. Secre- 
tary's Letter of the 3d of March 
Bulſtrode, November I 5th, Ordered on board 
1 the Ramillies Guard-ſhip, no Cap- 
tain being ordered on board the 
Prince Edward in place of Captain 
Wight, who was ſick and not able 
for Duty, from the 1ſt or 6th of 
November, and never embarked at 


all. 


Robert Douglas, FEY in place of Major Carru- 


3 


| N.B. The Prince Edward got her whole Detachment at Plmouth Divi- 
fion ; and ſailed to the Maſt Indies without a Coprain ot Marines. 


Copy 
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Copy as this 


) 
Capt. Vn. Douglas, ¶ March 4, 1764, Ordered to the 
Prince Edward, now at Jamaica, as 


2d Tour. 


( 
* 


Cockburn, TS Captain returned from Sea 
2d Tour. uty. — 

Martin, Laſt Captain returned from Sea 
2d Tour. Duty. | 


Capt. Sir Blaxton Con- Moved to this, from his Place on the 


yers, 2d Tour. 
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Roſter flood in March 1764. 


firſt Captain on the Roſter. On 
Me. Secretary's Letter of March 3d, 


who ſtood firſt, &c.” and “ Cap- 
tain William Douglas, who ſtood 
next upon the Roſter, &c.” Vide 
(Letter, No. 21. — 


Roſter, as he ſtood in July 1763, 
for Captain Cathcart, the 2d return- 
ed from Sea Nuty, 


1764, obſerving Captain Wight, 


Perkins, The 2d Captain come in from Half- 
Iſt Tour. Pay, Auguſt 12, 1763. Suppoſed diſ- 
| charged from Sea Duty, in the Nep- 
tune, in the End of 1762. | 
Hayes, The 3d Captain come in from Half- 
1ſt Tour. Pay, December 15, 1762. 
Pell, C The 4th Captain come in from Half- 
1 Lay, January 27, 1764. 
bee New made from Lieutenant, March 
JJ : 411 17946 N 
Burt, New made from Lieutenant, March 
1ſt Tour. ry 1764. 8 „ 


No. 1. with the Memorial, 


This Roſter ſtood as above in June 1764, (Captain 
Graham excepted. ) | 

The above Copy was taken from the Roſter and Orderly 
Book, &c. at Head Quarters, and is the Paper marked 


The 


N. B. There was no Captain of Cbatbam Diviſion ordered tothe Prince Ed- 


ward, after Captain Douglas was put on Half-Pay; nor was any Captain ſent #9 


Sea for two Years after. 


The following Queries may not be improper, concerning this Roſter, viz. 


Que 1.—If this Roſter had been regulated, according to Seniority of 
Commiſſion, as a Corps new formed, which is the Captain that - was for the 
fourth Tour of Sea Duty, ji. e. the Prince Edward? 

Quverxzx 1I,—The Captains being placed on this Roſter, in the Order the 
returaed from Sea Duty, at the Cloſe of the War, cenſequently ſtand for thei 


| fecond” 


en 


Captain William Douglas, Marines. 


95 „„ 

The Paper marked No. 2. with the Memorial, contained 
a Copy of the Secretary of the Admiralty's Letter of the 3d 
of March 1764.— The 2d Paragraph of Captain Douglas's 
Letter of the 6th December 1763; in anſwer to Col. Mac- 
tenzies Letter of the 3d; becauſe they are not inſerted in the 
Proceedings of the Court Martial; alſo a Copy of Cap- 
tain Douglas's Letter of the 12th of March, 1764. 


On the 24th, the Day after Lord Egmont got the afore- 


faid Letter, Memorial, &c. and not before, Captain Dou- 
glas received the Copy of Col. Mackenzie's Paper, that he 
applied for on the eighth Inſt. 


No. 41. London, April 26, 176 5. 


Six 3 : 
E pleaſed to lay the Memorial, with the two Papers 
incloſed herewith, before my Lords Commiſſioners of 
the Admiralty, for their Conſideration. 


I am, Sir, &. 


On his Majeſty's Service. 
To Philip Stephens, Eſq. 


W. DovcLas. 


No. 42. 1 5 in Office, May 30, 1765. 


81 R, S 7 | 
] Have received, and read to my Lords Commiſſioners of 
the Admiralty, your Letter of the 26th of laſt Month, 
together with your Memorial and Papers, which accom- 
panied it, | 
And am; Sit, && - 
| Pr. STEPHENS, 


ſecond Tour; which was the Captain for the fourth Tour of Sea Duty, i. e 
the Prince Edvard? 5 

Qu III. -I on the Admiralty Order, of the 3d of March 1764, to ſend 
a Captain of Chatham Diviſion to the Prince Edward at Jamaica, an Examina- 
tion had been made into this Roſter, by a Court of Inquiry or Court Martial ; 
which was the Captain, that wou'd have been ordered on that Teur, to the 


Prince Edward at Jamaica, according to the Rules of Diſcipline? 


Qua IV.—Suppoſing the Roſter right as it ſtood in Faly, 1564, which 
was the Captain whoſe Tour the Prince Edward had b come on the th of M- 
vember, 1763 ? Captain Migbt being unable to exceute a peremptory Order on 
the 6th, by Reaſon of Sickneſs, Vire 35th Alt. Marine Regulations. 
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* OUR Letter of the 3oth of laſt Month, did not come 

1 to hand till Yeſterday; as you acquaint me by it, that 

you had received, and read to their Lordſhips, my Memo- 

rial, and Papers that accompanied it, be ſo good as to in- 

form me, on what Day of the Month it was, that they 

were read to, and laid before, my Lords Commiſſioners of 
the Admiralty. | | | 
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I am, Sir, &c. 


On his Majeſty's Service. 


To Philip Stephens, Eſq; 
Secretary of the Admi- 
ralty. | 


WW. 1 


No. 44. 


My Losn, | | : 
1 Had the Honor, on the 22d of April laſt, to preſent 
your Lordſhip with a Letter, incloſing a Memorial, and 
two other Papers, the firſt being a Copy of the Roll, or 
| Roſter, for Sea Duty of the Chatham Diviſion of Marine 
Forces, in 1763 and 1764 ; and the 2d, a Copy of the Se- 
cretary of the Admiralty's Letter, or Order, of the 3d of 
F 7 ant 1764, &c. Which Memorial, and two Papers, were 
ſent to the Admiralty Office on the 26th thereafter, to be 
laid in Form before the Board. | . 
As the Change“ that happened ſoon after the Delivery 
of that Memorial, prevented my giving your Lordſhip far- 
ther Trouble at that Time, and ſince, and it now appear- 
ing a proper Seaſon to remind your Lordſhip of that Me- 
morial and Papers ; I cannot (without failing in what I 
owe myſelf) longer delay intruding, by this Letter, on your 
Lordſhip, to beg the Favour you will be ſo good as to in- 
form me, whether I may hope for Redreſs, 25 the Grie- 
vances complained of by the ſaid Memorial, &c. at the 
ſame Time, having no Doubt, but that his Majeſty's Board 
of Admiralty (of which your Lordſhip 7s the Head) will, 
- + 5 Prejudice, make Juſtice the Rule of their Con- 
u . | 


© In the Board. 


1 


$8] ; 
If any farther Information had been neceſſary upon the 
Memorial, &c. no Doubt but that your Lordſhip would 


have aſked me the Explanation ; but as that has not been 


the Caſe, a proper Redreſs appears to be the only Thing 


wanting. 


Your Lordſhip's Penetration cannot miſs to obſerve, that 
while I am taking the proper Steps to inform, and ſeek Re- 
dreſs of their Lordſhips, I have the increafing Grievance, 
of my full Pay being ſtopped, ſince the 25th of Jun 1764, 
which, of itſelf, is to me an Injury of 2 very — 
Nature. I hope your Lordſhip will pardon the Neceſſity 


am under of giving you this Trouble. 
And I have the Honour to be 
Your Lordſhip's, &c. 


London, Nov. 26, 1765. | W. D. = 


To the Earl of Egmont. 
No. 45. | Lan, 8 
n, | 


, 


B E pleaſed to acquaint my Lords Commiſſioners, that 

being informed by your Letter of the 3oth of May 
laſt, that you had received my Memorial of the 22d of 
April, together with the two Papers that accompanyed it, 
and read the ſame to the en Lords Commiſſioners of the 


Admiralty : And ſoon thereafter, his Majeſty having been 


pleaſed to appoint the preſent Lords Commiſſioners in their 
room I hereby deſire, that you will lay my Memorial, 
dated the 22d of April laſt, together with the two Papers 
marked No. 1ſt and 2d, ſent along with it (all wrote and 


_ figned by me) before my Lords Commiſſioners of the Ad- 


miralty, for their Conſideration, in order that I may ob- 
tain Redreſs for the Grievances and Injuries ſet forth by 
the ſaid Memorial, &c. as their Lordſhips may find agree- 


able to the Rules and Diſcipline of War, and according to 


Juſtice. 
1 Am, Sir, &c. Be 
3 | W. D. 
On his Majeſty's Service. 8 
To Philip Stephens, Eſq; Se- 
cretary of the Admiralty. N 
; Qs 


196. 


A Tondon, Dec. 13, 1765. 
F 5 8 | 4 3 


er rr ͤ „„ * 
1 Deſire you will be ſo good as inform me, whether there 
is yet any Anſwer to my public Letter of the 2d Inſtant, 
which was delivered at the Office on the 3d, before Eleven 
o Clock in the Morning, and directed to you as Secretary 
of the Admiralty, in order that you might acquaint their 
Lordſhips with the Contents thereof. | 
I am, Sir, &c. . 
| | W. D 5 
On his Majeſty's Service. 1 
To Philip Stephens, Eſq; 
Secretary of the Admi- 
ralty. 


No. 47. d a | | 5 | 5 
M R. Stephens ſends his Compliments to Captain Dau- 
| glas, and deſires he will ſend him a Copy of the Me- 


morial, and two Papers, mentioned in his Letter of the 2d 
nſtant, in order to his laying the ſame before their Lord- 


ſhips, the others having been miſſaid in the Office. 
Admiralty, Dec. 18, 1765. 


No. 48. . 55 London, Dec. 23, 1765. 


81x, 


B E pleaſed to cummunicate tomy Lords Commiſſioners of 
| the Admiralty, that, I having by my Letter of the 2d 


of this Month, deſired you to acquaint their Lordſhips, 


that being informed by your Letter of the zoth of May laſt, 

that you had received my Memorial of the 22d of April, to- 

er with the two Papers that accompanyed it, and read 

he fame to the then Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 

ralty ; and ſoon thereafter, his Majeſty having been pleaſed 
to appoint the preſent Lord Commiſſioners in their room, 

thereby deſired, that you would lay my Memorial, dated 


* — 


the 22d of April laſt, together with the two Papers marked 
No. 1ſt and ad, ſent along with it, (all wrote and figned 
by me) before my Lords Commiſfioners of the Admiralty 
_— | | | for 


85 971 
for their Conſideration, in order that I might obtain Re- 
dreſs for the Grievances and Injuries ſet forth in the ſaid 
Memorial, &c. as their Lordſhips might find agreeable. 
to e ng and Diſcipline of War, bow according to Juſ- 
tice, &c. 9 

And on the 13th thereafter (no Anſwer being returned 
to the ſaid publick Letter) I having, by Letter of that Date, 
deſired that you would be ſo good as to inform me, whe- 
ther there was then any Anſwer to my ſaid Letter of the 2d, 
which had been delivered at the Office on the 3d, and di- 
rected to you as Secretary of the Admiralty, in order that 
you might acquaint their Lordſhips with the Contents 
thereof, &c. WE, „% 

And, on the 18th Inſtant, I having received an unſigned 
Note in your Name, incloſed in a Cover directed to me, 
ſignifying, that you defired I would ſend you a Copy of 
my Memorial and two Papers, mentioned in my Letter of - 
the 2d Inſtant, in order to your laying the ſame before 
7 — Lordſhips, the others having been miſlaid in the 

tice. 5 z „„ 
In anſwer thereto, that my Memorial, &c. (of ſo inter- 
eſting a Nature to an Officer, ſigned, and lying for Re- 
v dreſs before their Lordſhips) ſhould be miſſaid in the Offices 
is an Intimation, that I cannot avoid receiving with /om? 
ont or And, according to your Deſire, | have ſent you, 
incloſed herewith, Duplicates of my Memorial, and two 
Papers, marked No. 1ſt and 2d, (all wrote and figned by 
me) in order that you may, without Delay, lay the ſame 
before my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, for theit 
Conſideration, as deſired by my public Letter of the ad 
ult. above narrated. 
eas) oe . I am, Sir, &c. 


On his Majeſty's Service, 
To Philip Stephens, Eſq; 


Secretary of the Admi- 
ralty, 


4 


W. DovGLAs. 


: K 


No. 49. Acdmiralty-Office, Dec. 24, 1765+ 


84 — 1 
1 Have received your Letter of Yeſterday's en 
Duplicates of your Memorial of the 22d of April laſt, 
and of the two Papers which 5 it, and, in Re- 
. i 1 „ 
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turn, I am to-acquaint you, that I will lay the ſame be- 


fore my Lords Commiffioners of the: Admiralty, at their 


of 
4 5 
% 9 : 4 
* ; + 
fo. 50. 
: * s 
; p 


"alfo my 


| 4 : ing. 4 : , 
EW 8. N l 1 am,; Sir, &e. 


Captain Vn. Douglas, 


Php, STEPHENS. 


Admiralty-Office, Fan. 18, 1766. 


' Bn, „„ - a 
HAVING read to my Lords Commiſſioners of the Ad- 


miralty, your Letters of the 2d and 23d of laſt Month, 
as alſo your Memorial dated the 22d of April laſt, and the 
Papers marked No. 1ſt, and No. 2d, which accompanied 
it; complaining of the Injuſtice done to you, by your being 
put upon Half-Pay*, and praying for Redreſs ; I am com- 
manded, by their Lordſhips, to acquaint you, that they do 


not conceive, that bf Injuſtice was done to you, by your 
ay ; but that it was rather'an Indul- 


being put upon Halt- 


2-5 that you was not put upon Half-Pay ſooner, as you 


Tour of Buh. Se e 
Their Lordſhips command me farther to acquaint you, 
that when your Health is re-eſtabliſhed, if you are defirous 
of ſerving again, their Lordſhips will, upon your making 
8 for Employment, take the ſame into their Con- 
ideration. PRs N 
4 2 WR 3353 -9290Þ__J_— 
> ; (Signed) 
| ER. . Php. br 
Captain Vi. Douglas, of . 
Marines, Spring- Gardens. 


The Memorial ſets forth no leſs chan fix different Gi ievancer. 


No. 51. | | Londen, Feb. 17, 1766. 


AR, - | 


B E pleaſed to acquaint my Lords Commiſſioners of 


the Admiralty, that, as I am informed by your Letter 


of the 18th of laſt Month, that you had read to their Lord- 


Thips ws, ry of the 2d and 23d of December laſt, and 
emorial of the 22d of April 1765, together _ 
| ; the 


ad been, for a conſiderable Time, incapable of taking your 


MLS EEE in a ee 


Athly, The Rofter for dea Duty of the C | 
Marine Forces, to which their Secretary's Letrers of the 


{99 ] 


me two Papers marked No. iſt, and No. ad, which ac 


.companied it, (all wrote and /igned by me); and that you 
are commanded by their Lordihips to acquaint me, chat 
they do not conceive that any Injuſtice was done to 
me, by my being put on Half-Pay; but that it was rather 
an Indulgence, that 1 was not put upon Half-Pay ſooner, 


as 1 had been, for a confiderable Time, incapable of taking 
- my Tour of Duty : 


And farther, that their Lordſhips command you to 


wcquaint me, that when my Health is re-eſtabliſhed, if T 


am deſirous of ſerving again, upon my Applieution for Em- 
ployment, their Lordfhips will take che ſame inte their 


Conſideration: 


In anſwer thereto, I deſire you will acquaint their Lord- 
ſhips, that my ſaid Memorial ſets forth the following Grie- 
vances: 1ſt, That I was in Arreaſt until the gth of une; 
.2dly, Their Secretary's Letter of the 7th ſaid Month, to 


the Commanding Officer at Quarters; 3dly, The Orders re- 


ceived by him, dated the 7th and 14th of June, to order 
me to the Prince Edward at Jamaica, while I ſtood on the 
Returns, Sick and not able for Duty, at Quarters; 

2 Drvifion of 


3d of March, and 7th of Jun, 1 64, muy be referred; 


Ithly, Your Letter of the 18th ſaid Month, in anſtoer to 


"the Application by my Letter of the 15th, through the Com- 


munding "Officer, in Form: And laſtly, their Secretary's 


Letter, dated the 25th fame Month and Year, upon the Cer- 
tificate of the 20th, and acquainting the Commanding Of- 
ficer at 7 that the late Board of Admiralty hu put 
me on Half-Pay, becauſe I was not fit for immedidi: 
Service, and that without either my Defire or Conſent; 


all which my ſaid Memorial more fully explains. 


And (as is ſet forth in your aforeſaid Letter of the 18th of 
2 laſt) their Lordſhips having been pleaſed to take 
otice of only the lat; and that = hm not conceive that 
any Injuſtice was done to me by my being put on Half-Pay, 


p &c, I beg Leave, in the molt reſpeftful Manner, to re- 


preſent to their Lordſhips, that I humbly conceive my be- 
ing put on Half-Pay by the late Board of Admiralty, in the 
Circumſtances I was under, either at the Time it was done, 
or at any Time prior to it, was not only a pou Hardſhip, 
but contrary to the Right ęſtabliſbed by his Majeſty's mili- 
"tary Commiſſion, and the 875 Article of the 14th Section of 


the Articles of War; and alſo in Oppoſition to the Sentence 


of a General Court Martial, according to the Rules 
2 | and 


—t [ 200 ] _ 
and Diſcipline of War, declares, that Sickneſs is a ſuf- 
«ficient Reaſon for not attending Duty; and ſuch Sen- 
| tence then recently approved of by that ſame Board of Ad- 
miralty. . | 5 : 7 
715 what is ſaid of my being incapable of taking my 
« Tour of Duty, their Lordſhips may pleaſe to obſerve, 
that I was under Certificate from the iſt of December 1763, 
until the 14th of March 1764 ; no Leave of Abſence being 
given thereupon, nor ſuch Certificate reported on the Returns 
or Muſter Rolls of the Chatham Diviſion ; that, from my 
Letter of the 14th of Afarch 1764, I was, of _— in 
Arreaſt until the gth Day of Fune thereafter. hat I 
humbly conceive, their Lordſhips may obſerve, by the Co 
of the Roſter, marked No. 1ſt, along with my Memorial, 
tat by the Rules and Diſcipline of War, and the 35th 
Article of the Marine Regulations, eſtabliſhed by their 
Lordſhips, the Prince Edward, which was the fourth Ship 
in Orders for a Captain of Marines of Chatham Diviſion, 
could never become my proper Tarr of Duty; and farther, 
with Submiſſion, I apprehend, that my proper Tour of Sea 
Duty in that Corps, is not yet come. 7 | 
That, for the Reaſons above given, I cannot take my be- 
ing put on Half-Pay, by the late Board of Admiralty, as any 
Indulgence, but, on the contrary, as a Grievance and Injury, 
as ſet forth in my aforeſaid Memorial, hereby referred to: 
And, therefore, I hereby move, that their Lordi ps may 
be pleaſed to redreſs the Grievances complained of, and or- 
der that ny Company and Full Pay be reſtored from the 
25th of June 1764, or to grant ſuch other Redreſs as may 
be adequate, there having been no Delay on my Part, as ap- 


pears by Letters, &c. in taking all the 3 Steps, re- 
7 


7 by . Diſcipline, to obtain ſuch Re 
rdſhips. I am, Sir, 
I] Tour very humble Servant, 

On his Majeſty's Service. 


eſs from their 


N WII I. DovcLas. 
To the Secretary of the - 
Admiralty. 


No. 32. Je. Lond, March 5, 1766. 
1 Hereby deſire, that you will do me the Favour to inform 


me, whether there is yet any Anſwer to my public Let- 
ter of the 17th of laſt Month, which was delivered at the 


Office 


— 


„ „ e Cnc uy 


= Wild i. o+4 
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To : Philip Stephens, | Eſq; 


Fer 
Office on the 1 gth, and directed to you as Secretary of the 


Admiralty, in order that you mig 
their Lordſhips. 7 | 


| y | I am, Sir, &c, 8 
On his Majeſty's Service. | 


To the Secre of the 
: Admirale 5 

No. 53. N Lenden, March 18, 1766. 
ik. 


I Hereby defire you will acquaint my Lords Commiſſioners 

of the Admiralty, that I having (in anſwer to your 
Letter of the 18th of January laſt) wrote you a public 
Letter, bearing Date the 17th of laſt Month, and directed 
to you, as Secretary of the Admiralty, in order that you 
might lay the ſame before their Lordſhips ; and, on the 
5th Inſtant, I having alſo wrote you another public Letter, 
defiring you, as Secretary of the Admiralty, to inform me, 


whether there was then _ Anſwer (from their Lordſhips) 


to my aforeſaid Letter of the 17th of February laſt; and no 
Anſwer to either of the ſaid Letters having yet come to 
Hand, I am under a Neceſſity to deſire (a ſecond Time] 
that IJ may be acquainted, whether their Lordſhips have 
been pleaſed to give any Anſwer to my ſaid Letter of the 


17th of laſt Month, lying in the Office ſince the 19th 


thereafter, for their Conſideration. _ 

5 . 7 - ain, Sir, & c. 

On his Majeſty's Service. . 

W. Douor As. 
Secretary of the Admi- 
ralty. | 

No. 54. 5 Admiralty-Office, March 18, 1766. 


PAVING laid before my Lords Commiſſioners of the 


Admiralty, your Letter of the 17th of laſt Month, 
acknowledging the Receipt of mine of the 18th of January, 


wherein I acquainted you with their Lordfhips Reſolutions 


upon reading your former Letters and Papers; and repre- 


ſenting that you do not conceive your being put upon Hal- 


Pay by the late Board of A in the Circumſtances you 


t lay the ſame before 


w. p. 
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was. under, either at the Time it was done, or at any Time 
prior to it, was not only a great Hardſhip, but contrary to 
the Right eſtabliſhed by his Majeſty's Military Commiſ- 
ſion, the Articles of War, and the Sentence of the General 
Court Martial held upon you: That for the Reaſons given 
in the ſaid Letter, you cannot take your being put upon 
Half-Pay as an Indulgence, but, on the contrary, as a 
Grievance and Injury; and therefore praying that their 
Lordſhips may be pleaſed to redreſs the ſame, by ordering 
your Company and Full Pay to be reſtored, from the 25th 
of June 1764, or to grant ſuch other Redreſs as may be 
adequate. I am, in Return, commanded by their Lord- 
ſhips to. acquaint you, that, upon conſidering what you 
have ſet forth, they do not ſee any Reaſon to alter their 
former Reſolutions, with which you were acquainted by 


—— 


my Letter of the 18th of January laſt, as before men- 
tioned. . 5 


1 1 am, Sir, &c. 


Pur. STEPHENS. 


To Gage, Vn. Douglas, 
arines. 
— — — — 3 ö e 


E 


Extract from the Marine Regulations, and 
Articles of War. 


: Thirty-fourth Article of the Regulations, and Iuſtructiont 
relating to the Marine Forces, when on Shore, eſtabliſhed in 
July 1763. | 


# 6 HE Field Officers are conſtantly to reſide at their re- 
| = ſpective Head Quarters; and no one of them is ever to 
be abſent therefrom, without Orders or Leave from the Ad- 
miralty. All Captains and Subalterns, not otherwiſe em- 

ployed on Duty, are conſtantly to reſide at the proper Head 

Quarters of their Companies, and never to go from thence 
without the like Leave. 1 

And all Applications for Leave of Abſence, and alſo all 
other E ge or Repreſentations of any Kind, relative 
to the Service, are to be made to the Commanding Officer of 
the Diviſon, at Quarters, who, if they ſhall appear reaſon- 


able, 


5 
N 
1 
1 
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Ss. 
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able, is to forward the ſame to the Secretary of the Admi- 
ralty, and to make ſuch Obſervations, as may be proper tp 
ſet the Matter in a full and clear Light, and to give his 
Opinion thereupon. 5 | 7 


35th Article. ſaid Marine Regulations. | 
The Captains and Subalternsof each Diviſionreſpectiveh, * 
are to take their Tour of Duty at Sea, in as conſtant Ko- 
tation as poſſible; but if, when it comes to any one's Tour, 
ill Health, or Abſence by Leave, ſhall nat admit of his than 
going on Ship- board, he is to be the firſt of his Rank, ſent 
to Sea, after his Recovery, or Return to Quarters. Leſs than 
a Year's Service on Ship-board, is not to be eſteemed a 
Tour of Sea Duty: And, to the End that Sea Duty 
may be made as equal poſſible, it is to be underſtood, that 
when any Officer ſerves two, three, or more Years ſuc- 
ceſſively at Sea, he is to be conſidered as having ſerved {6 
many Thar of Sea Duty, and 7s not to be again ſent on 
Ship-board, till a/ the other Officers of his Rank en Shore, 
of the Diviſion to which he belongs, ſhall have ſerved an 
equal Time with him at Sea. a a e 
The Captains and Subalterns, from Time to Time on 
Shore, are to take their Tour in a like regular Rotation, 
on the Recruiting Service, on Hoſpital Duty, and other 
Shore Duties. | 5 ” 


22d Article of the 4th Seftion Articles of War. 


No Marine Officer is ever to be abſent from Quarters, on 
account of private Affairs, without our Leave; nor is any 
one, under the Rank of a Field Officer, to make Application 
for ſuch Leave, in any other Manner than through the Com- 
manding Officer at Quarters ; who, when he acquaints 
our Secretary therewith, for our Information, 7s to give his 
Opinion thereupon. | ; 
as 


34 Article of the 13th Section Articles of War. 


At every Muſter the Commanding Field Officer ſhall 
give to the Clerk + of the Cheque, Certificates ſigned by him- 
ſelf, how long ſuch Officers, who fhall not appear at the 
ſaid Muſter, have been abſent, and the Reaſon of their 


5 


* Captain Douglas was ordered to Jamaica, to take zhe Command of a De- 
tachment belonging to another Corps, v. z. Plymouth Div.hons : 


pe of Abſence; 


i. e. Muſter Maſter. 


10 
Abſence; in like Manner the Commanding Field Officer 
ſhall alſo give Certificates, ſignifying the Reaſons of the 
Abſence of Non-commiſſioned Officers, and private Ma- 
rines, who ſhall not appear, and how long they have been 
abſent: Which Reaſons, and Time of Abſence, are to be 
kept in the Clerk of the Cheque's Office. | 


4th Article of the 13th Section Articles of War. 
Every Officer, who ſhall be convicted before, a General 
Court Martial, of having ſigned a falſe Certificate, rela- 
to the Abſence of either Officer, or private Marine, 


tin 
ſhall be caſhiered. 
ath Article of the 13th Section Articles of War. 

The Commanding Officer, at each of the Head Quar- 
ters, is to tranſmit to the Secretary of the Admiralty, every 
| Week; (fo as to arrive at the Admiralty Office on a Monday) 

an exact Return of the State of the Marines of his Diviſion 


on Shore : And if any Officer ſhall knowingly make a falſe 
Return, he ſhall be caſhiered by a Court Martial, 


8th Article of the 14th Setion Articles of War, = 


No commiſſioned Marine Officer ſhall be caſhiered or 
diſmiſſed from his Majeſty's Service, excepting by an Or- 
der from his Majefly, or by the Sentence of a General Court 
Martial, approved by the Lord High Admiral, or Com- 
miſſioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admrial ; 
but Non-commiſſioned Officers may be diſcharged as pri- 
vate Men, and may, by the Order of a Commanding Field 
Officer, be reduced to private Centinels. 


 gth Article of the 14th Seftion Articles of War. 


No Perſon whatſoever ſhall uſe menacing Words, Signs, 
or Geſtures, in the Preſence of a Court Martial then ſit- 

ing, or ſhall cauſe any Diſorder or Riot, fo as to diiſturb 
their Proceedings, on Penalty of being puniſhed at the 
Diſcretion of the ſaid Court Martial. 


11th Article of the 14th Seftion Articles of War. 


No Marine Officer or private Man, who ſhall be put in 
Arreaſt, or impriſoned, ſhall continue in his Confinement 
more than eight Days, or till ſuch Time as a Court Martial 
can be conveniently aſſembled. i 
„„ 1 „%% ͤ 


tal may alſo appear at the ſame Time. 
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A PP E N DI X. 


a London, October 28, 1766. 
Hereby deſire you will acquaint my Lords Commiſ- 

I ſioners of the Admiralty, that Lieut. Col. Mackenzte 
having, on the 15h of May, 1764, preſented a Paper (in my 
| Abſence) to the General Court Martial aſſembled at No- 
cheſter, which Paper the Court judged. proper to reject as.il- 
legal, and directed the fame to be returned back again to 
him; and notwithſtanding this Check, the ſaid Lieut. Col. 
Mackenzie having taken upon him (unknown to me) to 
tranſmit that ſame Paper to the Admiralty Office, and the 
Contents thereof, having been alſo cummunicated by you 
to the then Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, as ap- 
pears by your Letter of the 4th of April, 1765; and the 
ſaid Lord Commiſſioners having taken no Notice af the ſaid 
Paper, but allowed it to remain in the Office; whereby 
Part of its evil Intentions may have ſome Effect hereafter, 
in caſe the Proceedings and Sentences of the General Court 
Martial ſhould not happen to be adverted to. > 
In the mean Time, I am therefore under a Neceſſity to 
move, that their Lordſhips will be pleaſed to give Direc- 
tions, that the Sentence of Acquittal, paſſed on me by the 
General Court Martial, may be inſerted, yerbatim, upon 
the ſaid Paper, together with the Name of the Preſident of 
the Court, as ſet forth in their Proceedings; in order that 
when the ſaid peculiar Paper does appear, at any Time 
hereafter, in the Office, the aforeſaid Sentence of Acquit- 


- 


kF‚ I am, Sir, &c. 
On his Majeſty's Service. 
To Philip Stephens, Eſq; 


Secretary of the Admi- 
0 ralty, - | 


WIII. DovcLas.. 


O1R, 
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| | London, Nov. 12, 1766. 
8 1 R, i . EE | _ 
1 Hereby deſire, that you will be ſo good as to inform me, 
whether their Lordſhips have been pleaſed to give any 
Anſwer to my Letter, bearing Date the 28th of laſt Month, 
which was delivered at hs e on the 2gth, and directed 
to you, as Secretary of the Admiralty, in order that you 
might acquaint their Lordſhips with the Contents thereof. 


. I am, Sir, &c. 
On his Majeſty's Service. 
To Philip Stephens, Eſq; 


Secretary of the Admi- 
__ ralty, | 


W. l 


London, Nov. 19, 1766. 
IR, | 

I Hereby defire you will acquaint my Lords Commiſſion- 
ers of the Admiralty, that I having wrote you a public 
Letter, dated the 28th of laſt Month, and directed to you 
as Secretary of the Admiralty, in order that you might ac- 
quaint their Lordſhips with the Contents thereof: And, on 
the 12th Inſtant, I having alſo wrote you another public 
Letter, defiring you, as Secretary of the Admiralty, to in- 
form: me, whether there was then any Anſwer from their 
Lordſhips, to my aforeſaid Letter of the 28th of October 
Jaſt: And no Anſwer to either of the ſaid Letters havin 
yet come to hand, I am under a Neceſſity (a ſecond Time) 
to deſire, that I may be acquainted, whether their Lord- 
ſhips have been pleaſed to give any Anſwer to my ſaid Let- 
ter of the 28th of laſt Month, which was delivered at the 
Office on the 29th thereafter. 


N 1 1 am, Sir, &c. 
On his Majeſty's Service. 
To Philip Stephens, Eſq; 


Secretary of the Admi- 
ralty. ; 


WII I. Douor As. 


St R, | 


N 9 ä 


Captain Milliam Douglas, 


[ 107 ] 


PI Admiralty Office, Nev. 22, 1766. 
e read to my Lords Comm iſſioners of the Admiralty, 
your Letter of the 28th of laſt Month, deſiting, for the 

Reaſons therein ſet forth, that the Sentence of Acquittal, 


| paſſed on you by the General Court Martial, may be in- 
ſerted verbatim, upon the Paper tranſmitted to their Lord- 


ſhips, by Lieut. Col. John Mackenzie, on the 15th of Hay, 
1764, together with the Name of the Preſident of the 
. and, in Return, I am to acquaint you, that as Col. 
Mackenzie's Letter and the Paper it incloſed, both refer ta 
the Proccedings and Sentence of the Court Martial, their 
Lordſhips judge it unneceſſary to comply with what you have 
requeſted. N 1 am, Sir, &c. 

| | Pr. STEPHENS. 


of Marines, Spring-Gar- 
dens. a 
London, Dec. 23, 1766. 
Six, . 
BE pleaſed to acquaint their Lordſhips, that as I obſerve 
by your Letter of the 22d of laſt Month, in anſwer to 
my Letter of the 28th of October laſt, that Col. Mackenzte's 
Letter of the 15th 7 May, 1764, together with the Paper 
it incloſed (which Paper had been rejected as illegal by the 
General Court Martial) are aledged to, „ both refer to 
the Proceedings and Sentence of the Court Martial.” 

In Return, while I beg Leave to remark, that I cannot 
diſcover any Reference to the aforeſaid Sentence of Acquit- 
tal by the certiſied Copy of that Paper in my Poſſeſſion; 
but, on the contrary, Part of it in Contradiction thereto ; in 
the mean Time, 1 hereby deſire of you, as Secretary of the 
Admiralty, that you will inform me, how Lieut. Col. 
Mackenzie (who was only a Witneſs before the Court) 
came to he acquainted with the Sentence of the General Court 
Martial on the 15th of May 1764, fo as to refer to it, when 


the Sentences of the ſaid Court were not approved * of by the 


Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty, untill the fixth Day 
of . Fune thereafter, „ 


I am, Sir, &c.- 
On His Majeſty's Service, 
| 5 . WòIII. DovucLas. 
To Philip Stephens, Eſq. ; | 
Secretary of the Admiralty, 


The Sentences of Courts Martial are not to be divulged till approved of. 
N | a . 
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4 London, Feb. 11, 1767. 
AS you cummunicated (to the then Lords Commiſſioners 
> of the Admiralty) the Paper which Lieut. Col. Mac- 
tenzie took upon him to tranſmit to you (unknown to me) 
afier the General Court Martial had judged proper, for ob- 
vious Reaſons, to reject the ſame ; and farther, as a ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence of your Letter to me of the 22d of laſt 
November, I hereby deſire that you will lay the Anſwer to 


the aforeſaid Paper, incloſed herewith, before my Lords 


Commiſſioners of the Admiralty. 


iin, Ge: 
On his Majeſty's Service. + | 
| | . WIII. DovcLas. - 
To Philip Stephens, Eſq; 
Secretary of the Admi- 
N „ 


* * 
— — — — 
7 * 


Copy F Colonel Mackenzie's 3 which the 
General Court Martial rejected on the 15th of 
May, 1764. =o. 


Semi e 8 upon ſeveral Paragraphs in Captain Dou g- 


las's 


Officer, whilft Captain Douglas was a 


efence, relative to the Conduct of the Commanding 
bſent from Quarters 
without Leave. 


I T was far from my Intentions to have given any Trouble 


to this Court, which I was ordered to attend as an Evi- 


dence, but Captain Douglas having, in his Defence, men- 


tioned ſeveral Things which he imagined might aſſiſt in his 
Exculpation, and which, alſo, carry an apparent Implica- 


tion of Negligence, or ſome other Defe# in the Command- 


ing Officer, in which Capacity I a#ed during the Time of 
his Abſence from Quarters without Leave ; 1 am therefore 
under the diſagreeable Neceſſity, with Permiſſion of the 
Court, to make ſome . few Obſervations upon theſe far- 

Sirained Hints of this Gentleman's Defence. = 


_ 
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As his Defence was to be read a . Time by his own 
Deſire, I requeſted the Favour of the Court, that on its 


Reading, as I had made no written Minutes, I might be 


permitted to make thoſe ſhort Obſervations from my Me- 


mory, and began with his Letter of the 6th of December, 


which he calls a private one, whether it might be thought 


ſo or not; and the Court very juſtly pronounced + it to be 


a public Letter. I would in this Manner have proceeded, 
and laid every Paragraph, as they occurred, of this Speech 
of Defence, wherein I was mentioned, in ſuch a Light, as, 
I flatter myſelf, would have given the Court, and every 
other unbiaſſed Perſon, intire Satisfaction; but Captain 
Douglas ſtrongly inſiſting to the Court, that I ſhould not be 
allowed this Method of Proceeding, and might tendtohurthis 
Defence; therefore, ta ſave Time and Trouble to the 
Court, and to prevent the leaſt Shew of taking away any 
Weight from Captain Douglas's defenſive Sugge/tions, I 
prayed Leave of the Court, and it was granted me, to .de- 
liver, in Writing, ſome ſhort Remarks, as might vindicate 
my Conduct, and render the Aſperity of that Gentleman's 
Aſſertions to be of no farther Effect, than graſping at a 


Twig in Time of Danger; even at the Expence of a Perſon's 


Character, who always endeavoured, and thought he ated. - 


towards him, with the true £Friend/bip and S:ncerity. 
iſt, As I did before, fo I now particularly pray the Fa- 
,vour of the Court, that every Letter, I ever wrote, or or- 
dered to be wrote to Captain Douglas (which are not many) 
may, as well as this Paper, be introduced, or appended to 
the Proceedings of the Court Martial, which, I truſt wi/ 
be complyed with, as theſe Letters greatly tend to making 
theſe Remarks ſo ſhort. 3 e e 
2d, The general Reaſons for returning him his Certi- 
ficate of Health, I have, according to the Manner they 
were aſked, given in Evidence before the Court. I had 40% 
friendly Motives for returning it, which were, to endeavour 
to bring him to Quarters, where every thing would be pro- 
"364 ſettled ; for / found that Letters and Orders, even 
from the Admiralty, celd not have that Effect, when he 
was abſent from his Diviſion; and as thoſe Kind of Certi- 
Hceates were in no Repute with my Lords Commiſſioners gf 
the Admiralty, I afed in the ſame Manner with Captain 
_ Cockburn, in regard to a Certificate of Health, which he 
4 
+ This happened to be the Day beſore. 
1 N. B. Col. Mackenzie only fequeſted Leave of he Court to give his Reà- 
ä wh fer retwrning Captain Du lass Certificate, Vide 42d Page of the Pro- 
cecdirge, | 1 5 5 Re 


ſent 


n 
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ſent me; but this Gentleman, even though ich, care to 
Quarters, before his Leave of Abſence expired: And as 
the Admiralty, in their Regulations, leaves it in the Breaſt 
of their Commanding Officers to judge of the Rationality 


of any Requeſt or Application, made by any Officer, 


through them, to their Lordſhips, I muſt acknowledge, I 
ſaw no Reafon why temporary or occaſional IIIneſs, * (which 


are the Names Captain Douglas calls his Diforder by in his 


Letters) ſhould prevent his coming to Quarters ; but when 
be ſent me the Certificate the ſecond Time (notwithſtanding 
my Obfervations 4 on it to him); and it being accompa- 
nyed with ſo cautionary a Clauſe, as © to take ſuch Care of 


it, as that when called for hereafter it ſhould appear; 1 


then thought it high Time to ſend it to the Admiralty, that 
their Lordſhips, from it and the Returns, ſhould determine, 
according to their good Pleaſure; and thereafter ſnunned 
giving Captain Douglas any Trouble by Correſpondence, or 
otherwiſe, but when obliged to it. And my Letters 201 
betu, that my conſant Aim was to bring him to Quarters, 
2ohereby the great Trouble, that has ſince been occaſioned 
in the whole Affair, would have been prevented. . 
za, I acknowledge my Ignorance of the Manner in which 
He mentions, he might have been ſent on Sea Service, and 
which he ſays is praiſed at the other Diviſions. This Me. 
thod is not ſufficiently explained by him for me to compre- 


hend it; and will only beg Leave to add, that as Captain 


Douglas, in his Defence, has been pleaſed to make uſe of the 


Words, Courſe of Service, and Cuſtoms of War, that any 


Method of embarking Officers, not conſiſtent with /ated 


Regulations and Military Order, muſt be quite in Oppoſi- | 


tion to thoſe two Expreſſions. 

| „„ (Signed) 

| | | Jon. Macxenzre. 
_ (Signed) PHP. STEPHENS. 1 

On the Back of the above Paper, by Way of Direction, 


35 as follows, viz. | 


Some few Obſervations upon ſeveral Paragraphs in Cap- 


tain Douglas's Defence, relative to the Conduct of the Com- 


VM. B. The Word octsſoval dd not appear, until Captain Dinglar's Let- 


ter of the gth of March, above three Montbs thereafter, 

+ There was no Obſervations made to Captain Douglas, farther than-thoſe 
contained in Col. Mackenzie's Letter of the 3d of December. Any Obſervations 
made, ought to have been to the Secretary of the Admiralty, Vide 34th Art. 

Regulations. 8 8 „„ | 
i manding 


= {+ 
manding Officer, whilſt Captain Douglas was abſent from 


N. B. The Sentence paffed by the General Court Murs 


tial upon Captain Douglas, after a Trial of three Days 


Continuance, viz. 


„The Court Martial, upon due Confideration of the 
© whole Matter before them, is of Opinion, that Captain 


William Douglas is not guilty of a wilful Abſence from 


<« Quarters, and Diſobedience to Orders, and that his 
„ Sickneſs was a ſufficient Reaſon for not attending his 
= Duty; therefore the Court acquits him wirH Hoxous.” | 


3 — * RIchD. BEnDYSHE, Preſident.” 
May 9, 1764. Colonel. N 


Anſwer, by Captain William Douglas, 25 a Paper (preſented 
to, but rejected on the 15th of May, 1764, by the General 
Court Martial, held at Rocheſter for the Trial of the ſaid 
Captain Douglas, and by which he was acquitted with Ho- 


. nour) ly Lieut. Col. John Mackenzie, 1.ajor of Chatham 


Diviſion of Marine Forces, called as a Witneſs before the 
Court Martial, and afterwards tranſmitted privately, by 
the ſaid Col. Mackenzie, to the Secretary of the Admiralty, 


with a Copy of the ſaid Paper annexed. 


1 T Is. neceſſary to obſerye, at entering on this Anſwer 7 


that Lieut. Col. John ackenzie, though only called as 


a Witneſs before the Court Martial, appeared, in the Courſe 
of the Trial, to act the Part of a Proſecutor, and did inte- 


rupt Captain Douglas ſeveral Times while on his Defence; 


and particularly on the qth Day of May, 1764, he interrupted 


the Proceedings of the Court in a Manner equally indecent 


as illegal, and was thereupon called to an Explanation, by 
- a Member of the Court, and afterwards by Captain Dong 
las, particularly with regard to Phyſicians, Surgeons, and 
. Certificates : Which Explanations, as inſiſted upon, he did 
give, and declared, that he did not mean any thing he 
had then ſaid, to either Captain Douglas or his Certificate. 
Thereafter Captain Douglas found it neceſſary, as well for 
the Sake of the Juſtice, as of the Reyularity of the Pro- 


ceedings 
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geedings of the Court, to move, to © ſilence Sol. Mac- 


Lenzie tor the future, except when on Oath;” which the 
Court could not but comply with, as a moſt reaſonable Re- 


queſt: Lieut. Col. Mactenzie thereupon deſired to be heard, 
or that he ſhould be allowed to give in a Paper. Captain 
Deuglas objected thereto, as illegal; but, at the ſame Time, 
inſiſted, that if the Court ſhould think proper to allow Col. 
Mackenzie, who was only a Witneſs, to give in any Wri- 
ting, he ſhould be indulged with a Copy of it, that he mighr 
give it a proper and publick Anſwer. The Court hereupon 
was cleared for ſome Time, and when opened again, Cap- 
tain Douglas's Motion was read, together with Col. Mac- 
kenzie's Requeſt, and the Court gave their Opinion, that 
they would not ſuffer the Poona of the Court to be 
farther interrupted ; but allowed Col. Mackenzie to give in 
a Paper in his Vindication, which, according to his Re- 
queſt, could be, only, with reſpect to his returning Captain 


Douglas's Certificate; Lieut. Col. Mackenzie however 


thought proper (for very apparent Reaſons) to delay 9 728 
in any Paper until the 15th of May, that the Court Martia 
were mett (Captain Douglas being abſent) to ſign a new 
Copy of their Proceedings. Then Lieut. Col. Mackenzze, 
by the Hands of the Fudge Advocate, preſented the afore- 
ſaid Paper, of the Tenor hereto annexed, to the Court; but 
on farther Reflexion, the Court judged proper to reject the 
Paper altogether. ' Lieut. Col. Mackenzie, ng 
this Check, did (unknown to Captain Douglas) take upon him 
to tranſmit the ſame Paper to the Secretary of the Admi- 
ralty; and the. Contents thereof, were alſo cummunicated 
to the Lords Commiſfioners of the Admiralty. ; 
The Paper is manifeſtly of a very 5 and malignant 
Nature, and evidently intended, not on 

Douglas hereafter; but, in a moſt injurious and improper 
Manner, to prejudice their Lordſhips, by palpable Miſre- 
preſentations, at the Time they were to have before them, 
for their Approval, the Sentence of the General Court 
Martial, which was an honourable Acquittal of Captain 
Douglas. . 


Under theſe Circumſtances, and now that the ſaid Paper 
has come to his Knowledge (which ſtill lies in the Admi- 


ralty Office, as a latent Dagger to wound Captain Douglas) 
he cannot, without failing in Duty to their Lordſhips, as 
well as himſelf, longer omit taking a proper Notice of it. 
In this View he therefore begs Leave to make ſome Obſer- 
vations on that ſame Paper, which he conceives to be of fo 

JJ peculiar 


* 


y to hurt Captain 


[nz] 


peculiar and unwor thy a Tendeney, in order that the mean 


Artifice, it abounds with, may be ſet in its true Light. 

As Captain Douglas's Defence was. made to the intire 
Satisfaction of the General Court Martial, it would be im- 
proper and unneceſſary to make any particular Obſervations 
thereon : Let it ſuffice, to remark, that Lieut. Col. Mac- 


| kenzie's Endeavour has been to — after the Defence 


had taken its 72/7 and full Effect; but Lieut. Col. Macken- 
zie ought to have reflected, before he laid himſelf open by 
ſuch ſingular Obſervations as his Paper contains, that 
what is ſet forth in Captain Douglas's Defence; was not 


for his Information, but that of the Court Martial, who, in 


giving Sentence on Captain Douglas, would, no Doubt, 
form a juſt Opinion of Col. Mackenzie's Candour and Con- 
duct, though he was not ameſnable at that Time to their 
rg If Col. Mackenzie has been brought into any 
iſtreſs, or his Character any Way affected by the Pro- 
ceedings or Iſſue of the Trial, it has been intirely the Conſe- 
ſequence of his own Conduct, and not, in any Reſpect, 
owing to Captain Douglas, who was eſtabliſhing Facts in 
his Defence, that were not only proper, but highly ne- 
cefſary. | 
AR Col. Mackenzie needed not to have been any Way 
anxious toexplain in his Paper, that he was the Command- 
ing Officer pointed at in Captain Douglas's Defence, as 
he is expreſsly named through the Whole of it; for this 
juft Reaſon, that his Conduct, while temporary Command- 
ing Officer, might never, at any Time thereafter, be im- 
puted to Colonel Bendyſpe, the Lieut. Colonel and Com- 
mandant of the Chatham Diviſion of Marine Forces. 
The Expreſſions made uſe of by Lieut. Colonel Macken- 
rie, in his Paper, of Suggeſtions, Aſſertions, and ſtrained 


Hints,“ are equally ill judged, as ill founded, when ap- 


plied to Fas proved before a Court of Juſtice : Facts ſo 
eſtabliſhed, if they can be called (as Col. Mackenzie does 
affect to call them) a Twig,” are, indeed, one of a 
ſtubborn Nature: He is pleaſed to ſay, that“ he endea- 
voured, and thought he acted,” with the trueſt 1 
and Sincerity towards Captain Douglas : And, indeed, 

while the Circumſtances, that now appear, lay concealed, 
not only ſome of his Letters, but his Expreſſions perſonally 


to Captain Douglas, were of ſuch Sort, as to induce him 


to believe ſo; but undoubtedly Col Mackenzze's Friendſbip 
to Captain Douglas, as it appeared before the Court, is of 
averypeculiar Nature, and was well obſerved by the Gentle- 


men preſent : He has therefore now, only to lament that his 
1 Endeavours 


. 1141 - 
Endeavours appear to have proved quite the Reverſe of his 
own ExpeQations, whether they are conſidered of a friend- 

h or an enemical Nature to Captain Douglas, 

But to come to Particulars: iſt, His Requeſt is, to have 

all his Letters to Captain Douglas introduced or appended, 

with his Paper, to the Proceedings of the Court Martial; 
Curious indeed ! to requeſt what he well knew the Court 

had not in their Power to grant; but he only wanted 1 } 
ſeem deſirous of it, to thoſe who had not ſeen the greater 

Part of theſe Letters, which might have been produced by 

aptain Douglas, in caſe a Court Martial had been directed 
to inquire into the Conduct of Colonel Mackenzie, 

_ 2dly, Lieut. Col. Mackenzie's general Reaſons for re- 

turning a proper Certificate, however plauſible, have yet n0 
Foundation in the Rules of Military Diſcipline, eſpecially 

when accompanied with an Advice contained in his Letter 
of the 3d of December, 1763, in direct Contradiction to the 

34th Article of the eſtabliſhed Marine Regulations, and 

the 22d Article of the 4th Section of the Articles of War: 

His friendly Motives are of a ſtill more extraordinary Na- 

ture; to wit, to endeavour fo bring an Officer to Quarters, 

who by the ſame Certificate is declared to be prevented by il ) 

Sickneſs Nothing can better explain the Friend/hip of Colo- 

nel Mackenzie's Motives, than his own uncandid, and even 
malicious Aſſertion, that he found that Letters and Or- 

% ders, even from the Admiralty, could not have that Ef- 

< fect, (viz. of bringing Captain Douglas to Quarters) 
<< when he was abſent from his Diviſion,” eſpecially when 
it appeared (and that by Col. Mackenzze's Letters and Oath) 

that Captain Douglas's Letters, as well as Certificate, re- 

preſenting his Illneſs as the Impediment, had paſſed through 

his own Hands to the Admiralty, without Repreſentation, 

or Application, in the Manner laid before the Court 

Sa. Co ” T3 

Captain Douglas is confident, that the Lords Commiſ- 

ſioners of the Admiralty will not thank Col. Mackenzie I 
for his extraordinary Obſervation about Certificates, as he { Y 
is perſuaded their Lordſhips will give all due Attention to 

Certificates properly repreſented ; and that any Certificates, 

that they may hold in no Repute, will be only thoſe of e 
à Nature, which on being returned by the Commanding 

Officer, to the Officers who uſe them, then without De- 

lay, bring ſuch Officers to do their Duty. „ 

le ſays, he re a a Reaſon why temporary, or 

, occaſional, Illneſs ſhould prevent Captain Douglas coming 

to Quarters.” At this Rate, nothing but being Ne 
| | or 


* 


Þ *-+ a 


il Ia 
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for Life, can be a ſufficient Reaſon in the Eye of Col. Mac- 
kenzie ; Very humane and friendly indeed ! By the Bye, 
3 he alledges the Words Temporary and Occaſional, 


as a Reaſon for his returning the Certificate; yet the laſt 


did not appear until the gth of March, above three Months 
after; and 1 theſe Words could never be uſed for 


the Name of the Diſorder, yet Col. Mackenzie could not 
miſs to obſerve, that it was particularly ſet forth in the 
Certificate, which, being of a public Nature to the Com- 
manding Officer, would have appeared with greater Pro- 
priety in an Orderly, or other Book, N Extract 
out of Captain Douglas's Letters to Col. Mackenzie —- 
Every one muſt ſee the Neceſſity of giving a Caution to 
have the Certificate pron ny which, indeed, was contained 
in Captain Douglas's Letter of the 2d of December 1763 ; 
but no ſuch Caution is to be found in Captain Douglas's 
Letter of the 6th of December, which accompanied the | 
Certificate the /econd Time to Col. Mackenzie... © 
Captain Douglas acknowledges his intire Ignorance of 
the Manner of returning Officers abſent without Leave, 
without giving the Reaſon of their Abſence, when the ſame 
is ſet forth by Letters and Certificate to the Commanding 


Officer; as Captain Douglas knows no Way of informing 


their: Lordſhips of the Situation of Officers, but by the 
Rules of Diſcipline; and as to what is ſaid in Col. Mac- 
kenzic's Paper, of his ſending the Certificate along with the 


Return, it is only begging the Queſtion ; as Certificates 


may be ſome Way miſlaid and not renewed, while Returns 
may be repeated without any Reaſon of Abſence being given, 
as in the Caſe of Captain Douglas. If Letters ſhew a con- 
ſtant Aim to bring an Officer to Quarters, when he is pre- 
vented repairing there by Reaſon of Sickneſs, they may 
alſa ſhew a ſtrong Propen/ity to ſend him far diſtant, even 
out of his proper Tour of Duty: And if Captain Douglas's 
Certificate had been inſerted in the Orderly Book, and pro- 
perly reported in the weekly Returns to the Admiralty, and 
the Reaſon of his Abſence without Leave, had alſo been 
given in the Certificates to the Commiſlary, (i. e. the Clerk. 
of the Cheque) at the Muſters, according to the 3d Article 
of the 13th Section of the Articles of War; and if, in 


other Reſpects, the Rules and Diſcipline of War had been 


duly conformed to; and there had been in Reality all the 
Sincerity profeſſed by Col. Mackenzie, the great Trouble 


that has been occaſioned in this whole Affair, would have 
been intirely prevented. | 


* * 


Captain 


1 

Captain Douglas obſerves that Col. Maclenzie is not over 
ſcrupulous in intruding Words of his own, inſtead of Cap- - 
tain Douglas's, which were properly underſtood by the Court 
Martial. Courſe of Service, and Cuſtoms of War, will 
always be well underſtood by Officers, who (inſtead of ob- 
taining particular Directions for obvieus Purpoſes) conform 
to eſtabliſhed Regulations and Rules of Diſcipline ; which, 
tho' they may allow Officers to be put in Orders (with their 
own Conſent) while ſick, for embarking with a Detach- 
ment on board of a Ship fitting out at eee if in their 
| proper Tour of Duty; yet will never admit of their being 
| ordered to repair, without Delay, to a far diſtant Duty, 
Cn their ow: Such Orders never could be given but in 


Conſequence of malicious Miſrepreſentations. 

A As the Obſervations contained in the Paper ſent by Col. 

Mackenzie, are in the Admiralty Office, Part of them quite 

oppoſite to the Sentiments of the General Court Martial, and 

of a very evil Tendency; it muſt be evident to every un- 

_ prejudiced Perſon, that if it ſhould appear hereafter, with- 
out the Sentence being known, every one will imagine that 

Captain Douglas had been broke with Diſgrace, though he 
was acquitted with Honour. | | { 

Captain Douglas therefore humbly begs, that the Lords 

Commiſfioners of the Admiralty will be pleaſed to give Di- 

r tions to have the Sentence, paſſed upon him by the Gene- 

ral Court Martial, affixed to the ſaid Paper, as well as 

this Anſwer, to remain as a proper Explanation for the 


future, 1 1 
WILL. DOUGLAS, 
| Captain, 


"== — 


N. B. This Appendix was not intended to be printed; 
but, on Conſideration, it appears neceſſary, both on ac- 
count of the Secretary of the Admiralty's Letter of the 
22d of November, 1766, and in caſe any of the Letters or 
2 contained in it, ſhould happen to be miſſaid in tbs 

ce. | | 


* 


ES ER AT ae 
Page 47, in the Note at the Bottom, for contrived read contriving.—P. 58, 
I. 3. for Captain read Caprains,—P. 80. The N. B. at he End of 
No. 26. ſhould be read under No. 27. | | ” 


; ae, 


